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We offer no apology for presenting this volume 
to the public. The Session of our Convention 
at Providence, was one of unusual interest and 
profit. . The Sermons were well adapted to the 
occasion, and made a deep impression upon the hear- 
ers. The Conference meetings were characteriz- 
ed by deep religious feeling and sincere devotion. 
Tlie Spirit of God seemed to pervade all hearts. The 
occasion was one long to be remembered by the 
great multitude who were permitted to come to- 
gether at this, our great annual religious feast. 

We regret that we could not publish Dr. Chapin's 
Sermon in this volume. He has been confined by 
sickness much of the time since the meeting of the 
Convention, and as his Sermon was not written 
out fully on its delivery, we have not been able 
to obtain it. The Book, as it is, we send forth, 
invoking God's blessing upon it. 

J. M. USHER. 
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The Council of the General Contention op Untversaustb 
in the United States, met in the city of Providence, B. I., 
on Tuesday taoming, September Slat, 1858 ; and was 
called to order hy Padi. B. Ring, Esq., of Chicago, the 
Moderator of the laet eeseion. 

United in prayer with Rev. Dr. Sawyer, of New York. 

Chose Rev, R. Eddy, temporary OIi?rk. 

Received from the Recording Secretary, a list of Dele- 
gates from the fallowing States : MassachuBetts, Connec- 
ticut, New- York, New-Jersey, Illinois, 

Appointed Rov. A. St. John Cliambre, of New-Jersey, 
Rev. Dr. Sawyer, of New- York, and Br. J. D. W. Joy, 
of Massachusetts, a Committee of Nominations. 

After a brief absence, the Committee brought in the 
following Report, which was accepted : — 

For President — J. D. W. Joy, of MassachusettB. 

Vice-Premdenl — Hon. Sl'u.ivan Ballou, of E. Island. 

Secrelai-y — Rev. R, Ennv, of New- York, 

On proceeding to ballot, the above named were elected 
to fill the offices to which they were nominated. 

On motion of Br. Foster, of Mass., the Constitntion and 
Rules of Order were read by their titles, 

The minutes of the last session were read and ap- 
proved. 
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Rev. J. S. Lee, of Vermont, was elected Assistant Sec- 
retary. 

The President appointed the following Committees : — 

On Elections — Br. C. Foster, of Mass., Rev. A Norwood, 
of Conn., and Rev. B. F. Rogers, of Wise. 

On Unfinished Business — Revs. A. St. J. Chambre, of 
N. J., C. W. Mellen, of Mass. , and J. Boyden, jr., of R. I. 

On Public Services — Rev. T. D. Cook, Brs. Charles E. 
Carpenter, William Seaver, James Salisbury, William S. 
Johnson, D. H. Linscott and D. C. Easton. 

Rev. I>r. Sawyer, from the Committee on Education, of- 
fered a verbal Report, which on motion of Br. E. T. Marsh, 
of N. Y,, was accepted, and a copy requested for the 
Records. 

Mr. President, — In the absence of the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Education, and of a formal Report, which you had 
reason to expect on this occasion, I beg leave as a member of that 
Committee, to make a few remarks on a subject of such grave im- 
portance as the one now suggested. I regret that the organization 
of that Committee, (its members being separated as widely as Mas- 
sachusetts and Illinois), and perhaps a culpable neglect of their 
duty, should have deprived this Convention of a Report such as 
its accomplished Chairman, Dr. Ballou, would have prepared. 
Yet, I would not have the occasion pass without at least calling 
attention to what so deeply concerns our welfare. 

We are beginning, as a denomination, Sir, to feel a just and 
lively interest in the cause of Education. We are coming to see, 
as we did not a few years ago, what an influence it exerts upon 
our prosperity and our prospects ; and we are daily more and more 
impressed by the fact that our future growth, the due performance 
of our appropriate work, and the honorable accomplishment of the 
great mission assigned us in the providence of God, demand an 
increased devotion to the cause of Education. We hear, on every 
side, the call for an educated ministry. Our people themselves 
are sharing, in common with the whole community, in the advan- 
tages of a higher intellectual culture ; and as a consequence are 
no longer satisfied with a ministry of meagre or only ordinary 







It is gratifying, Sir, to observe what we have already done, and 
are now doing in this important field of Christian labor. I cannot 
here present you with our Blatiatics, I am not prepared for that j 
hul 1 can refer you to some facts which cannot fail to be interest- 
ing to thin body, and which are as fuU of encouragement as they 



■e of in 



It is onlf h few years, c 
began in earnest to toil i 
than ten years ago, when w 
they in no very flattering ci 



s you may well remember. Sir, since we 
I this fruitful field. It is scarcely more 
'B had only two or three Academies, and 
n the whole country. To-day 
we have six such ichouh, with far more property and better facili- 
ties for giving education than at that period. Besides we now have 
one College, one University and a Theological Scliool, already 
founded, respectably endowed, and in successful operation. An- 
other University is chartered and is rapidly gathering up the meins 
of future usefulness and honor. Other institutions of a similar 
character are in contemplation, and are only awaiting hotter times 
in the financial world to burst into being, as awelliug buds in 
Spring time, burst into blossoo). 

Without attempting any accuracy of statement, it will be safe 
to say that all ihese institutions of learning, now in operation 
and in progress, have cost us within these ten years, not less than 
four hundred andjifly or five hundred thousand dnllart ! Had any 
man among us, dared ten years ago to say that within this period 
the Univernalist denomination must raise this vast sum for educa- 
tional purposes, he would have been thought little less than a 
visionary enthusiast, and he would have been answered from every 
quarter, if indeed he had been deemed worthy of any answer at all, 
by an emphatic and decisive Sir, it cannot be done ! And yet it 
has been done ; and what is more, we are to-day more willing and 
more able to give than we were at the beginning of this great work. 
We are only beginning to fee! our power. Like children, wo are 
but trying our strength, and fitting ourselves for nobler and nobler 
etforts. And this is what I wish to impress upon your mind. Sir, 
and the minds of all who hear mc. We have only bi-gmt this yood 
ABork. Let UB feel that as yet we have accomplithed little. We 
have commenced but not finivhed our task. As education, whether 
of the intellect or the affecliuns of an individual, is a li/e-Kork, sad 
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not the effort of an hour or a day. So the cause of education gen- 
erally should be ever dear to our hearts, ever an object of our 
prayers, ever the work of our hands. We have begun nobly in it, 
let not our zeal flag ; let not our interest die away; let not our 
earnest labors cease. 

With these hasty remarks, Mr. President, I will sit down ; but 
should it please the Convention, I will endeavor at no very distant 
day, to collect the necessary materials and make a Report for pub- 
lication in our periodicals, more worthy of the subject' and of the 
growing interest the denomination takes in it. 

Br. P. B. Ring, of 111., Chairman of the Committee on 
Appeals, reported that no business had been brought be- 
fore them. 

The Committee on Elections reported certified Delegates 
present from Maine, New-Hampshire, and Illinois. They 
also reported the following Delegates present without 
credentials, and recommended that they be admitted to 
seats in the Council : Vermont — Revs. J. S. Lee, Eli Bal- 
lou and Br. J. Hines. Pennsylvania — Rev. Moses Ballou- 

On motion of the Secretary, the recommendation was 
adopted. 

On motion of Rev. Z. Thompson, of Maine, adjourned 
to 2 o'clock, P. M. 



Afternoon Session. The Committee on Unfinished Busi- 
ness reported the following as appearing on the Records, 
to be brought before this session : A Report on Biograph- 
ical Sketches of departed worthy brethren. A Report on 
Denominational Fund, and a Report on Tracts, Organiza- 
tion, &c. 

The Report was accepted. 

Rev. Moses Ballou, ofPenn., presented, for Rev. Dr. 
Williamson, Chairman of the Committee on the state of 
the Church, the following Report : — 
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REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE CHUItCH. 
To the United Stales Convention of Universaliati, Assemble 



Providence, 1 



e Inland, 1 



The undersigned, in behalf of the CommittPe on the State of the 
Church, reBjiectfnlljr asks leave to nubmit the following report. — 
The duties of this Cotnmittee are not clearly defined, and its 
members, are by no means certain of the course they should pur- 
sue, in order to meet the reasonubla expectations of that body, by 
which they have been honored with the oiipointment. It is pre- 
sumed, however, that they may properly take cognizance of what- 
ever relates to the state of the Church as regards its organic struc- 
ture, tta religious life, and its material and spiritual prosperity. 
The last raeeting of this Convention dates the commencement of a 
gracious outpouring of the spirit of grace and truth, by which 
many of our Churches have been revived, so that, the last year has 
eifiibiled a decided and gratifying increase of religious interest, 
and growth in the divine life, in which we may well rejoice, and 
for which, it becomes us to render devout thanks to the Giver of all 
good. It is believed that a revival so wide and salutarj' in its in- 
fluences, has not been known in our Zion for many years ; and 
that, as a general thing, the condition of our Churches is more 
healthful and prosperous, than at any former period in our history. 
God has spoken to us gritciouKly, not in the whirlwind and the 
storm, but in the still small voice that touches the heart. Possi- 
bly, there may have been previous years, during which, our glori- 
ous faith has won more to its embrace, from the world and from 
oppositig seels ; but it is believed, that there has been none in 
which our Church has acquired more of the elements of perma- 
nency and internal strength. The growth hns been Irom within, 
and If we have not greatly Icngthe.ied our cords, we have at least, 
strengthened our stakes. To the production of the gratifying re- 
sults tliat have been named, under the Divine guidance, several 
causes linve contributed. Among the most formidable obstacles 
in the wuy nf the progress uf our Church, and indeed, of all 
Churches, an absorbing materialism which strains every nerve to 
the ulfuust of ilH tension in the desperate rush for gain ; and widp, 
earnest and exciting political agitations are prominent. Previous 
to the commencement of the last year the Presidential question, 
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which had so absorbed the attention of our entire population, had 
been settled, and there was a comparative calm resting upon the 
political waters. Then came the great financial revulsion, in 
which the sharp-sighted wisdom of the keenest and shrewdest de- 
votees of mammon was turned to nought, and many an air-built 
castle tottered to its fall. DerangemenJt entered into the busi- 
ness of the world, and men who had imagined they were rich found 
themselves poor. The people opened their eyes to see what phan- 
toms and shadows they had been chasing, and naturally enough, 
turned their attention to the long neglected subject of religion. 
They had " hewed out to themselves cisterns, broken cisiems, that 
could hold no water," and in the day of their calamity, bethought 
them to return to the fountain which they had forsaken. Blessed 
be the name of the Lord ; that fountain was full, and as many as 
returned, the Father received graciously ! 

So far as human instrumentality, and especially the agency of 
our pulpit has been concerned in securing the gratifying results, 
to which allusion has been made, the following statement is be- 
lieved to be substantially correct. Ministers are of like passions 
with other men ; and it is not to be disguised that they too, were 
affected more or less by the pervading mania for gain, and if at 
times they partook in some measure, of the political excitement, 
that so agitated the nation, from one extreme to the other, it is to 
be remembered that it is no easy matter for a man to keep himself 
perfectly cool and calm, when the blood of all around him is at 
fever heat. Many of us felt that leanness had entered our souls 
and barrenness was upon our labors. Our pulpits were in a meas- 
ure secularized, and there was in them too much, perhaps of 
catering to literary taste, and too little of the unction of divine 
truth. With great earnestness the question was agitated among 
our clergymen, how shall we obtain in our own souls, and how 
shall we diffuse among our people, a higher and more earnest 
spiritual and divine life ? The answer was, " we will seek a more 
near and intimate communion with Him from whom cometh our 
life J and in our communications of the word, we will reject all ' 
side issues, and preach to our people Jesus Christ and him crucifi- 
ed." If the wisdom of that answer was ever doubted, it has been 
abundantly demonstrated in the results that have followed. Our 
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ChuTchea have been revived, our Sabbath Schools have besn sub- 
taiued, and th^ir poirer far good au^cnted, and altogether, we 
have cause to thank God and take courage. 

Id \l» temporal affairs our Church has also proBpered. There is 
an increased, a~id an incieasing liberality among our people, and 
a growing diapogition to consecrate somevhat of their earthly 
goods to ihe Church, and the institutions with which it is connect- 
ed. Two Colleges are in the full tide of successful experiment. 
Another is in good progress, and a " School of the Prophets," is 
opened under favonible auspices. It is believed, that during the 
past year, our people have devoted more of their temporal means 
to the purposes of the Church, than in any previous year since 
we had an existence as a denomination. 

But gratifying ns is the state of the Church, in many pardculars 
it is nevertheless true, that there are evils remaining whose exist- 
ence is to be deprecated. Prominently among these, stands the 
fact, that there is among our people, a wide-spread, end lamenta- 
ble indifference to the claims of the Church, as an institution of 
Ood, established, if not by direct enactment, yet, full surely, by an 
invincible moral necessity; and a like indifference to all the 
means of religious culture and spiritual improvement, save only 
perhaps, the preached word. Loose and imperfect in their organ- 
itation, our Churches and Societies, have in them little of cohesiva 
power, and little of attraction to the people, except that which re- 
sides in the person or the efiorts of a single man. From Sabbatb 
to Sabbath, they are filled with those who go there for the single 
objectof hearing the aermoQ, as they go toalyceum to hear the lec- 
ture. Little thought have they of the Church, as a permanent bdJ 
needful institution, around which cluster the highest and th 6 dear- 
eat interests of thousands, and their children. Little thought have 
tbey of going there to worship God — to commune with him who 
is the Father of ibeir spirits, the life of their life, and the all of 
their all — to draw near to him in prayer, and praise him in their 
hearts. Hence if the sermon is not to their taste or edilicatioii, 
they deem it a season lost. We have great need of a progier ap- 
preciation of worihip, of the efficacy of prayer and praise as meMii 
of rsligiouB culture and spiritual improvement. It ia doubtleta, 
in thia ease aa in all others, more easy to point out the evil, than 
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to suggest or apply the remedy. Nevertheless it is confidently 
believed, that the general use of the Liturgy, which has been pre- 
pared under the direction of this Convention, would do something 
in the premises, and it is respectfully recommended that suitable 
measures be taken to secure an end so desirable. 

So far as the state of the Church, as an organized body is con- 
cerned, it is apprehended, that we have more reason for prayer 
than thanksgiving. It cannot be disputed, that our organization 
is sadly defective, approaching far more nearly to no organization 
at all, than to an efficient denominational unity. For a series of 
years, earnest efforts have been made, to gather up the scattered 
fragments of our fraternity, and mould them into one body, having 
a head to guide, and hands to work. Thus far it has been a fail- 
ure. The councils of our Associations have little of unity, but 
are often diverse, so that, what is done by one, is not unfrequently 
undone by another. If the remedy be asked for, the reply is, it is 
not quite certain that there is any remedy. Asserting as we do, 
the great Protestant principle of the right of private judgment, 
and the individual responsibility of each and every man to God, 
and to God alone, it may well be doubted, if it is possible for us to 
effect an organization that shall embody, in any good degree, the 
elements of strength and unity, however earnestly we may desire 
trf reach that end. We may multiply our tribunals at pleasure, 
and invest them with plenary powers, on paper or parchment , 
but the difficulty is, they cannot enforce their decisions or enact- 
ments ; for our people, schooled in our great Protestant principle, 
will plant themselves on the platform of responsibility to God 
alone, and let the doings of Associations and Conventions pass 
unheeded. In view of pur failure thus far, to secure strength and 
unity, through our organization of Associations and Conventions, 
it is worthy of serious thought, whether it were not better, on the 
whole, to abandon the attempt entirely, and fall back upon the 
purely Congregational basis, from which we have departed in 
theory, but upon which, we do in fact stand, so far as practical re- 
sults are concerned. To many of our brethren, and to none more 
chan the writer- of this report, it would be well pleasing, to see our 
Associations and Conventions invested with more authority to de- 
termine and regulate the affairs of the Church, and this Couven- 



IJon especially eleval^d ta the dignity of the head of the dcnomiDo^ 
tion. But when it is rememhered that the public sentiment among 
us is Buch, that the liLtle of authority already delegated to our 
public bodies by their Constitutions, exists rather as a dead letter 
than efficient agency, the conclusion ia tempted that, it were bet- 
ter to cut the work short, by stripping them of all claims to author- 
ity, and let their powera henceforth be only advisory. 

As intimately connected with this Kubject the following is sub- 
mitted. At the last session of this Convention, the following de- 
oluralory resoiutions were offered by Rev. I. C. Knowlton, dele- 
gate from the Convention of the State of Maine, and were, by 
vote, referred to the Committee on the State of the Church : — 

The Universalibt Chprch of Curist. 

1. We, the United States Convention of Univcrsalista regard 
every assembly or eimgregation of believers in Jesus Christ to ha 
entitled to the name, and under obligations to perform the duties 
of a Christian church. 

2. Wo regard a declaration of belief in tho doctrines of Christ, 
and a desire to be guided by his teachings, as a sufficient profes- 
sion of faith, and prerequisite to a formal union with a Christian 
Cliureh. 

3. We regard the children in the congregation of those who 
meet to worship God, as children of the Church, or lambs of 
Christ's fold, needing nothing hut Christian culture to make them 
men and women of full stature In Christ Jeaus. 

4. We concede to every congregation the right to manage its 
own alfiiirs, in all respects, but we urge our preachers and people, 
to remember, that the congregation is the Church, and on each 
member thereof, rest the responsibilities, and to each belong the 
privileges and blessings of Church fellowship. 

Signed, L C. Knowlton. 

The foregoing document has received the attention demanded 
by the fact of its formal reference to this Committee. In tlie 
judgment of your Committee a Christian Church is not a promi*- 
cuous assembly, but an organatd body of believers in Christ, 
having the projier officers, and suitable means and agencies for 
acting in concert, and laboring in the cause of religion at a bod]/. 
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Christian Fellowship is an individual affair, and may be extend- 
ed or withheld by each man of himself and by himself. But 
Church fellowship is another affair, and from the nature of the 
case, it can only be extended by the action of the Church as a 
body, and it should be extended to none but those who seek it, 
and agree to fulfil not merely the general duties of a Christian^ 
but also the particular duties of a member of the Church as an or- 
gani^^ed body. The meaning of the second declaratory resolution 
is not clearly apparent as connected with the first ; for if the con- 
gregation is the Church, and all who are in it, are members, no 
form of admission is necessary save only to walk into the con- 
gregation, and there is no necessity for defining; the prerequisites 
necessary to a union with the Church. 

The third resolution is deemed correct and true in spirit, if not 
in form, but it should be put in a more definite shape, as indicating 
some course of action in the premises, in order to secure any prac- 
tical results from its adoption. 

The fourth resolution is deemed incorrect in its theory, so far 
as its last clause is concerned, and in its first, is a declaration of 
Congregationalism which should not be adopted unless this Con- 
vention is prepared fully to adopt, and finally to return to that 
form of organization. Your Committee are therefore constrained 
to report adverse to the adoption of the aforesaid declaratory reso- 
lutions. 

It is to be regretted, that the geographical positions of the mem- 
bers of this Committee is such that personal conference between 
them is impracticable. The result is, that the labors of the Com- 
mittee devolve entirely upon the Chairman, and the report is lit- 
tle else than the production of a single mind, rather than the 
united wisdom of three. It is respectfully submitted, that in the 
appointment of Committees who are to sit in council during the 
recess of the Convention, it might be well to have regard to their 
location, to the end that, they may conveniently meet in consulta- 
tion upon the subject committed to their charge. Having thus 
imperfectly discharged what is presumed to be the duty of the 
Committee on the state of the Church, this Report is closed with 
the subjoined resolutions, the adoption of which is respectfully 

recommended. 

I. D. WILLIAMSON, Chairman. 
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Snohed, That in visw of the pBBt guccess and present state of 
the Church, our miniBlere and people, have caure for devout grati- 
tude to God, and great encouragement, lo consecrate themselves 
with renewed teal to the service of the Master. 

Remhed, That as a means of inducing a higher and more prop- 
er estiroBte of the duty and utility ofviorsMp, prayer and praise, 
this Convention earnestly recommends the more general uHe of tlie 
Gospel Liturgy, in families and in the public services of the 
sanctuary. 

Voted to accept the Report. 

On mution of Rev, Dr. Sawyer, of N. Y., the Report was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Rev. M. Ballou, of Penn, — 

Voted, That when we adjourn, it be to meet at half-past 
four, this afternoon. 

The Committee on Elections reported Delegates from 
Wieconsin, Rhade-lRland, Vermont, and New-York. They 
also report au application from Rev, W, W. Curry, of Ken- 
tucky, to a seat in the Council, by virtue of election last 
year. 

Br. Moses Black, jr., of Maes., moved that the applies- 
tioa be referred to a Committee. 

The President appointed the following named as the 
Committee : Br. M. Black, jr., Bev. Dr. Sawyer, and Rev. 
M. Ballou. 

The Committee on Elections further reported Delega- 
tions from New- Hampshire, and Maine. 

On motion of Dr. Sawyer, adjourned. 

Aftehsoon Session, tvnHnu&l, The Council mot at half- 
past four o'clock. 

The Committee to whom was referred the application 
of Rev. W. W, Curry, offered the following 

REPORT ;— 

TheComiaittc* to whom waa referred the «ubjret of ndmiltinK 

Rev. W. W. Curry, of Kentucky, to a sent in this (^uncil, heg 

leave to Rvport, that in our opinion no poieer i* granted in the Coo- 
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stitution of this body, to elect its own delegates ; it belongs strict- 
ly to the several State Conventions. If they neglect to attend to 
that duty, they should in our opinion go unrepresented. They are 
of opinion that being chosen a delegate for the year previous does 
not entitle him to a seat in this body, at any subsequent session. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MOSES BLACK, Jb.,. 
MOSES BALLOU, 
THOS. J. SAWYER. 
Providence, R. L, Sept. 20, 1858. 

The Report was accepted. On motion for its adoption, 
remarks were made by Rev. Mr. Cuny, Rev. Dr. Sawyer, 
and Br. M. Black, jr., after which the Report was adopt- 
ed by unanimous vote. 

On motion of Br. E. T. Marsh, of N. Y. — 

Voted, That on adjournment, we adjourn to 9 o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. 

A communication was received from the Corresponding 
Secretary of the Massachusetts Sabbath School Associa- 
tion, on the subject of a General Sabbath School Union. 

On motion of Rev. J. W. Hanson, of Maine, it was re- 
ferred to a Committee of five. . 

On motion of Rev. J. 0. Skinner, of Me., the Report on 
the state of the Church, was taken from the table. 

On motion of Rev. M. Ballou, to adopt the Resolutions 
appended to the Report — remarks were offered by Revs. 
J. 0. Skinner, I. C. Knowlton, and Moses Ballou. 

The Resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

The President appointed as Committee to whom was 
referred the communication relative to the formation of a 
General Sabbath School Union — Revs. J. W. Hanson; 0. 
W. Tomlinson, of N. Y., J. Boyden, jr., of R. I., Brs. C. 
Foster and Moses Black, jr., of Mass. 

On motion of Rev. J. 0. Skinner, the Report on the 
state of the Church, was laid on the table. 



[ 
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The President appointed Revs. J. S. Lee, of Vt,, H. Lyon, 
of N, Y., and Hon. SulUvau Ballou, of K, L, a Committee 
on Nominations. 

Rev. C. W. Tomlinson moyed that the above Committee 
be instructed to appoint but one person to the CommitteeB 
on the state of tlio Ciiurcli, Education, and Sunday Schools, 
and Gve upon the Committee on Complaints and Appeals. 

After discussiou by Revs. IE. Lyon, A. St. J. Chaiobre, 
and Br. E. T. Mareh, the motion was lost. 

On motion of Rov. J. 0. Skinner, adjourned. 

WEnNEaDAY Morning, — Met pursuant to adjournment, 
at 9 o'clock. United in prayer with Rev, Benton Smith, of 
Mass. 

Read and approved the minutes of yesterday's session. 

The Committee on Elections further reported delega- 
tions from MassachusottB, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and New 
Hampshire. Also a certificate substituting Rev. G. H. 
Deere for Rev. H. P. Ballou, of Vermont. 

Rev. J. Boyden, jr. reported a request from the Rhode- 
Island Convention, that measures bo taken for the forma- 
tion of a General Sabbath School and Tract Organization, 
and on liis motion, the subject was referred to tlie special 
Committee appointed yesterday, on the communication 
from the Massachusetts Sabbath School Association. 

Rev. Eli Ballou, of Vt., read a Bill, entitled, "An Act 
to regulate the Jurisdiction of the several State Conven- 
tions, in matters of Discipline," and on hi» motion it 
was referred to a special Committee of three, to report to- 
morrow morning. 

Mr. Ballou also read a Bill, entitled, " An Act to regu- 
late or cMtablisli a uniform system of Appeals from the de- 
cisions of State Conventions, to this body, in cases o( 
Discipline," which, on his own motion, was referred to 
tlio same Committee as the former Bill. 
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Eev. M. Ballou introduced the following Resolution : — 

Besolvedf That the following question be submitted to the earn- 
est and prayerful consideration of all our subordinate bodies in 
the denomination, with the request that they shall express to this 
body, at the next session, their views and wishes in regard to it, 
viz : Is it desirable to continue our Existing System of Organiza- 
tion, or abolish it entirely, and adopt the plan of simple Congrega- 
tionalism in our future religious operations ? 

The resolution was discussed by Revs. M. Ballou, Dr. 
Sawyer, and I. 0. Knowlton, when on motion of the latter, 
it was laid on the table. 

The President appointed as Committee on the Bills in- 
troduced by Rev. Eli Ballou : Revs. Eli Ballou, Dr. Saw- 
yer, and Br. G. B. Baker, of N. Y. 

Rev. J. 0. Skinner offered the following Resolution, 
which was adopted : — 

Besolvedf That a Committee of five be appointed to prepare and 
report at the next meeting of this body, a aefinite plan of Church 
Organization for the Universalist denomination in this country. 

Adjourned to 2 o'clock, P.M., to hear the Occasional 

Sermon. 



Afternoon Session. Met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Committee on Elections reported further delega- 
tions from New- York, Massachusetts and Vermont. 

Br. Chas. Foster, of Mass., had leave to substitute Br. 
H. B. Metcalf, as delegate from that State, and the Pres- 
ident appointed Br. Metcalf on the Committee of Elections, 
and the Committee on Sabbath School Union. 

Br. P. B. Ring, from the Committee on Denominational 
Fund, Publishing Establishments and Newspapers made 
the following Report : — 

The Committee recommend the appointment of a Committee 
with power to act in the interim of the Convention, in such man- 
ner as they shall deem most expedient to accomplish the object 
contemplated in their appointment, and not involving the pecunia- 
ry responsibility of the denomination. PAUL B. RING, 

WM. S. BALCd, 
A. A. MINER, 
JOHN GALBRAITH. 



On motion of Rev. Eli Ballou, the report was accepted. 

The Committee on Elections announced the appointment 
and presence of Rev. 11. R. Nye, delegate from Ohio. 

On motion of Rev. Eli BaUou, the Recomiuendation to 
appoint a new Committee on Puhliahing Eatablishmcnta, 
NewBpapcre, and Denominational Fund, was, after discue- 
Bion by RevB. Eli Balluu, A. St. J. Charabre, H. B. Nje, 
and Br. P. B. Ring, adopted. 

The President appointed Revs. A. A. Miner, Dr. Saw- 
yer, and J. Boyden, jr., and the Convention approved the 
appointment. 

On motion of Rev. Eli Ballou, the motion to approve, 
waa reconsidered. 

On iiiotion of Rev. Eli Ballou, the Committee was in- 
creased to five, 

The President appointed Revs. A. A. Miner, Dr. Saw- 
yer, J. Boyden, jr., H. R. Nye and Mosea Ballou. 

The Convention approved the appointment 

On motion of Rev. Mr, Chambre, to reconsider the last 
appointment, the subject was discussed by Revs. A. A. 
Miner, H. R. Nye, A. St. J. Chamhre, when the motion 
was carried. 

The Committee on Elections announced the appointment 
and presence of Hon. J. Galbraith, delegate from Penn- 
sylvania. 

On motion of Rev. G. H. Deere, of Vt., the motion to 
substitute five fur three, in the Committee on Newspapers, 
Ac, be reconsidered. 

On motion of Br. Paul B. Ring, three was substituted 
for five. 

The President appointed Revs. A. A. Miner, Dr. Saw- 
yer, and J. Boyden, jr. 

The Convention approved the appointment. 

The President appointed as the Committee &n the Reo- 
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olution on Church Organization, Revs. J. 0. Skinner, A. 

St. J. Chambre, W. S. Balch, Brs. Charles Foster and P. 

B. Ring. 

Rev. J. Boyden, jr., offered the following Resolution : 

Eesolved, That as members of the Universalist denomination, 
"we should take a deeper interest in that ^eat moral movement 
which embraces the subjects of the Abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment, the Visiting of Prisons, the aiding of Discharged Convicts, 
and whatever tends to the Suppression of Crime. 

Br. G. E. Baker, of N. Y., offered the following : 

Resolved, That a collection be taken up at some one of our 
services, in aid of the Mission to Prisoners, conducted by our 
brother. Rev. Charles Spear. 

On motion of the Secretary, both Resolutions were laid 
on the table. 

Rev. J. M. Usher, of Mass., had permission to Report 
his progress in publishing the volumes of the Christian 
Helper. 

Rev. J. P. Atkinson, of Mass., spoke on the same sub- 
ject. 

On motion of the Secretary, the subject was referred to 
a Committee of three. 

The President appointed as such Committee, Revs. J. 
P. Atkinson, A. Norwood, and Br. P. B. Ring. 

On motion of Rev. B. F. Rogers, of Wise, adjourned to 
half-past 4 o'clock. 

Afternoon Session, continued. Met pursuant to ad- 
joumment. 

On motion of Br. M. Black, jr., the Resolution of in- 
quiry concerning our present Organization, presented by 
Rev. M. Ballon, was referred to the Committee on Church 
Organization. 

On motion of Rev. Eli Ballon, — 

Voted^ To enter in the minutes the Report on the state 
of the Church, and to publish the same. 
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On motion of Br, Julius Olark, of Conn., the Resolution 
offered by Rev. J. Boyden, jr., was taken from the table, 
and adopted. 

On motion of Rev. B. P. Rogers, the Resolution offered 
by Br, G. E. Baker, was taken from the table. 

On motion of Rev. J. W. Hanson to adopt, Br. Mobcb 
Black, jr. moved to amend by adding, "and that the same 
be placed in the handti of a special Committee." 

The subject was then discussed by Reva. J. W". Han- 
son, J. 0. Skinner, B. F. Rogers, and Br. M. Black, jr. 

On motion of Rev. J. 0. Skinner to lay the resolution 
on the table, the ayes and nays were called for : — 

Aijea—'&evs. J. 0. Skinner, J. C. Snow, of Me. ; Rev. E. 
Davis, of N. H. ; Rev. Eli Ballon, Brs. A. J. Hines, Ward 
Cotton, Vt. ; RevB. J. P. Atkinson, B. V. Stevenson, Brs. 
M. Blaok, jr., C. Poster, Mass. ; Rev. A. Norwood, Br. H. 
Ford, Ct. ; Rev. J. Boyden, jr., R. I. ; Revs. U. Lyon, R. 
Eddy, Br. R. H. Treated, N. Y. ; Rev. A. St. J. Chambre,. 
Br. J. R. Norton, N. J. ; Rev. Ammi Bond, Pa. ; Br. P.. 
B. Ring, III.— 20. 

Nays—Rey. J. W- Ifanson, of Me. ; Rev. J. S. Lee„Tt. ;- 
Br. J. D. W. Joy, Mass. ; Br. Julius Clark. Ct. ; Brs. E.. 
T. Marsh, G. W. Barnes, G. E. Baker. N. Y. ; Brs. Myron 
Hutchinson, J. Galbraith, Pa. ; Rev. B. F. Rogers, Wise. ; 
Rev. n. R. Nye, OIiio.— 11. 

The Committee to whom was referred the publicatio" 
of the " Christian Helper," offered the following Report i: 

Whereas Ihe United States Convention of Univeranlista at ita 
Uat (ession in Chicago, expreaBed an earnest desire that two vol- 
umes of the " Chriittian Helper" should be published in addition 
to the one issued by Rev. Abel C. Thomas ; And wherens Kev. 
James M. Usher, at the request of the said Convciitior, has pub- 
lished volumes 2 and U of said work, in a manner entirely satis- 
factory : And whei cas said work has not met with a ready talc — 
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less than three hundred of volume 2, and less than one hundred 
and fifty of volume 3, having been sold — ^Therefore, 

Resolved, That at the close of the service this evening, in both 
Churches, a statement be submitted, and a request made that the 
friends purchase the works. 

Resolved, That our ministers be requested to use their influence 
to extend the sale of these works, and that our people purchase 
them, and thus secure the aid to our cause designed by their pub- 
lication. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be presented to 
Br. Usher for the faithful manner in which he has published the 
2d and 3d volumes of the Christian Helper. 

J. P. ATKINSON, 
P. B. RING, 
A. NORWOOD. 

. Accepted the Report, and adopted the Resolutions. 

The President appointed Revs. J. P. Atkinson and A. 
Norwood to make the statements to the congregations, 
required by the first resolution. 

On motion of Rev. J. S. Lee, adjourned to 8 o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 

Thursday Morning. — The Convention was called to 
order by the Secretary. In the absence of the President, 
chose Br. Julius Clark; President pro tem. United in 
prayer with Rev. A. St. J. Chambre. 

Read and approved the minutes of yesterday's sessions. 

The President arrived and took the Chair, 

On motion of the Secretary, a special Committee was 
appointed to consider the expediency of pifblishing the 
Occasional Sermon, and Minutes of this session, and of 
the Constitution and Rules of Order, of the Convention. 

The President appointed Brs C.Foster, of Mass., M. 
Hutchinson, of Pa., and S. Pulsifer, of 111., the above nam- 
ed Committee. 

Rev. Dr. Sawyer, Secretary of the Historical Society^ 
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made a request for a coUectioii ia its behalf, and spoke as 
follows : — 

Mr. PreBident — If permitted I ahauld be pleaaed to make a few 
remarks in relation to our Historical Society. Tliis Society was 
organitad twenty years ago or more, and the objecta it contem- 
plated were to collect facts relating to the history of Uni- 
venalism, both at home and abroad, and also to gather into a 
library, the various books, periodicals, tracts and sermons 
treating upon ihe auhjcct of our faith, whether pro or con, and 
whether found in our own or forei^ countries. These objects 
hiivebeen pursued with some degree of diligence and suceess. Our 
library now eonsi^tts of about liaelite hundred volumes, many of 
them works of great rarity and value. About 800 volumea have 
been purchased at an average expense of one dollar per toI- 
ume. Four hundred volumes have been presented by our pub- 
lishers and other friends of the society. These books are chiefly 
those iiublished in our own country. 

Allow me to remark further, sir, that although we have already 
gathered so considerable a library, we have by no means exhausted 
the subject, or traversed the field that lies around lis. There are 
many books in Europe as well as in America, which we have not 
yet been able to gather up. Germany is especially rich in works 
devQted to the controversy so long carried on between the believers 
in uniTersal salvation and the advocates of the dogma of endless 
punishment. In the land of the Reformation, this controversy has 
existed from the early days of Luther. But the period extending 
from about 1073 to 1725 is particularly interesting. It is interest- 
ing to trace the progress of these controversies. Many of them 
might well be exhibited in the form of a genealogical tree ; be- 
ginning with some individual, they often involved considerable 
numbers on one side or the other before they ended, and spread 
iheir influence far and wide. In England Jean Lead, misprinted 
Leadly, in Mr. Whittemore's Modern History of Universalism, 
g«*B rise in the last year of the 17th century, to a lai^e sect, or 
nther achool of mystics who embraced, as an important doctrine, 
that of universal salvation. We have yet been able to obtain but 
two or three of her works in English, hut have most of them in 
German. They were translated in Holland into Low Dutch, and 
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subsequently into German. The celebrated Peterson, as dis- 
tinguished by his learning as by his piety, was one of the converts, 
and with his wife Leonora, exerted a wide influence in Germany. 
I wish to add, that every inquiry we make, extends the range of 
this history, and shows more and more of those who in past times 
have dared, in opposition to the popular faith, and in spite of all 
the influences brought to bear upon them, to believe and maintain 
the great doctrine of God, that ultimately all men shall be made 
holy and happy. Mr. Whittemore is doing everything he can in 
the new edition of his History of Modem Universalism, soon to 
appear, to exhibit something of the extent which this doctrine has 
attained in the generations since the Reformation ; but much will 
remain to be done by others. His work will astonish many of us, 
I doubt not, by the fulness of its details, as well as the extent of 
its range, but the history of Universalism in Germany alone would 
make a work of no mean size, and of vast interest to those who, 
from the Christian point of view, contemplate the growth of the 
human mind and the progress of religious opinions. 

Rev. J. P. Atkinson offered the following Resolutions 
which, after a brief discussion by Rev. Dr. Sawyer, and 
Rev. J. 0. Skinner, were unanimously adopted : — 

Besolvedf That this Convention views with » larm the continue^ 
claims of the American slave power to the right of holding in per* 
petual bondage the children of Africa; that all such claims are- 
contrary to the spirit of the gospel of Jesus Christ ; and that we 
deplore the public demoralization which could originate such de- 
mands. 

Besolvedf That in the present attitude of the conflict between 
American freedom and American despotism, we feel called upon 
to reiterate our unqualified condemnation of slavery, and to re- 
assert our determination to labor for the maintenance of free in- 
stitutions. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Bills on State 
Jurisdiction and Appeals, reported that they recommend 
their passage. 

Accepted the Report. 

The following " Act to regulate the Jurisdiction of the 
several State Conventions in matters of Discipline, '' was 
taken up. On motion for its adoption, was discussed by 
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Brs. James K. Prothingham, J. Galbraith and Rev. Eli 
Ballon. 

As Act to re){ulate the JuriBdiction of the several State Conven- 
tions in mattera of Biecipline. 



Badion 1. If any minigter in the fellowship of the Univorsalist 
■ -■ BhalfbE ... 



denomination shall be charged with the 

or immoral or unchrislian conduct as a minister, he shall tie liable 
to be digdplined or held for tiial by and within the Aiisocialion or 
State Convention in which it ia alleged that the crime has 
been committed, in nil cases, unless a change of rernie shall be 
mutually agreed upon by the Committee of Biscipline of the Asso- 
ciation or Convention within whose jurisdiction the crime is alleged 
to have been committed, and the Respondent, except in the casea 
hereinafter provided for. 

Section 2. If any minister in the fellowship of our denomination, 
residing within the jurisdiction of one State Convention, shall he 
■uspectcd of or charged with the commiaaion of any crime, immor- 
ali^ or unchristian conduct as a minister, committed by such min- 
ister withi[i the limits and jurisdiction of any other State than the 
one in which he resides, then the CoramitWe of Discipline of the 
State Convention or of the Association where the crime is alleged 
to have been committed, may, either upon its own motion, or upon 
complaint being made to them, proceed to discipline and try such 
minister by the same rules and m the same manner as if he were 
B resident within their jurisdiction and in special fellowship with 
their Convention or Association, provided that the said Committee 
of Disdpline shall notify the Respondent in writing, when within 



pected, and charged with having committed any crime when within 



■uch crime therein, and return to the State where he resides, or 
■hall go into any other State, before being notified of the charge! 
or complaint against him by the Committee of Discipline of the 
Assoriadon or Convention, as the case may be, where it is alleged 
his crime has been committed, then the Committee of Discipline of 
tuch Association or State Convention, may, either on their own 
motion, or upon complaint bein^ mode to them ngainst.iiuch mini^ 
tor by any person, proceed aguanst him by making a statement of 
the case to the Committee of Disciiiline of the State Convention 
where the Itespondenl resides, or wherever he may he, and obtain 
the leave of such Committee to cite him for trial into the Assoda- 
tion or State Convention where it is alleged that he has committed 
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a crime, and if the leave shall be granted to cite him for such trial, 
then the said Committee, asking and obtaining such leave, shall 
cite the Respondent to appear for trial within the jurisdiction of 
the Association, or Convention, as the case may be, and whether 
the Respondent appears for trial or not, the Committee of Disci- 
pline of the Association or State Convention so citing him, may pro- 
ceed with the trial in accordance with its rules for the discipline 
and trial of resident ministers holding its special fellowship. 

Br. J. Galbraith moved that the subject be referred to 
the next session. Lost. 

Further discussion on the motion to adopt was held by 
Revs. Eli Ballou, J. 0. Skinner, I. C. Knowlton, and Br. 
J. Galbraith. 

•Br. J. Galbraith moved to refer to the Committee on 
Church Organization. Lost. 

On motion of Rev. Eli Ballou, the Bill was adopted. 

The " Act to regulate a system of Appeals/' was, on 
motion of Rev. L C. Knowlton, adopted ; it follows : 

An Act to regulate or establish a uniform system of Appeals from 
the Decision of State Conventions to this body in cases of Dis- 
cipline. 

It is hereby enacted by the General Convention of Universalists 
in the United States of America, as follows : — 

Section 1. If any minister in the fellowship of the Universalist 
denomination, shall be tried for any crime, or immoral, or unchris- 
tian conduct as a minister, by any State Convention under the juris- 
diction of this body, and shall be convicted thereof, the Respondent 
thus convicted may appeal from such decision of the State Conven- 
tion to this General Convention, by giving notice in writing to the 
Clerk of the State Convention, from whose decision the appeal is 
taken, within ten days after his trial, that he takes such appeal, 
and the Clerk shall furnish him with a copy of the proceedings of 
bis trial. 

Section 2. If any minister shall be tried for any crime by any 
State Convention, whether the case be one on an appeal from the 
decision of an Association or otherwise, and the Respondent shall 
be acquitted by such State Convention, then any five ministers and 
ten laymen, members of such State Convention, or the Committee 
of Discij)line of the State Convention thus trying and acquitting 
such minister, may take an appeal to this General Convention by 
giving a written notice to the Clerk of the State Convention Uius 
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tiring and acquitting such miniater, within ten days after the trial, 
tliat Bucb apneal will be taken, aud the Clerk of such State Con- 
vention shail furnish the Appellants a certified copy of the case as 
tried hy the State Convention, and the Appellants may present the 
tame to the Committee on Appeals of this General (Convention, to- 
gether nrith a statement of their reasons for takin;; the a])peal, and if 
the Committee on Appeals shall report to the Council of this Oen- 
era! Convention, that, in their judgment the appeal ought to be 
received by this bodj-, then the Council shall receive the same, and 
proceed nith the trial of the case ho appealed; but, if the Com- 
mittee on Appeals shall report against the reception of the appeal, 
their decision shall be final in the premises, and the case shell not 
come before the Council, nor be tried by this General Convention. 

The Committee on Elections reported Dr. J. Wilson, a 
lay delegate from PcanBylvania. 

Tbo Committee on puUicatiori of Minutes, presented 
the following 

REPORT : 

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of the publi- 
cation of the minutes of the present session, and Ihe Constitution 
and Rules of Order of the Convention, together with the Occasion- 
al Sermon, would respectfully report in favor of such publication, 
and would recommend the appointment of a Committee of thres 
to provide for the same. 

Also, that a Collection be taken in both Churches at the close 
of this forenoon's services, the proceeds to be placed at the disposal 
of«aidConimitteo. CHAS. FOSTER, 

M. HUTCHINSON, 
smSEY PULSIl-'ER. 

Accepted the Report. 

On motion for its adoption, remavks were offered by 
Heva. J. W. Hanson and Eli Batloa. 

On motion oi Rev. Eli Ilullou, the Report was laid on 
the table. 

Bcv. J. W. Ilansort moved that the resolution for a col- 
lection for Rev. C. Spear, be tukcn from tho table. Lost. 

Br. J. Gulbraith presented ihe following Report from a 
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Committee appointed last year. [The Report is here giv- 
en as subsequently amended.] 

To THE General Convention of Universalists, in the United 
States, assembled at Providence, Rhode Island, Sept. 21, 1858. 

The Committee appointed at the last session of this body, under 
its resolution, would seem to have been appointed to prepare an 
address on certain recommendations presented by a Committee at 
that session, upon a resolution presented at a former session, 
which was in the following terms, to wit : 

" That as a denomination, we require a more thorough and 
efficient orgaiiization, comprising apostolic simplicity, with uni- 
formity and plan of practical arrangement throughout all the de- 
partments of social and religious culture. 

" 1st. In the establishment and maintenance of Sabbath 
Schools. 

" 2d. In the promotion of missionary labor, and the distribu- 
tion of documents and tracts. 

** 3d. In awakening practical attention to the subject of gene- 
ral education, and devising measures for its advancement, as well 
in the home circles as in our high schools and colleges. 

** 4th. In projecting and maturing the most efficient plans of 
organization, embracing all the enterprises mentioned in tne fore- 
going divisions." 

The Committee appointed under these resolutions at the last 
session, made report, submitting certain measures recommended 
for the consideration and action of this body, then in session, but 
inasmuch as they were submitted near the close of the session, in 
the way of completing the necessary business of the session, there 
was no time for their discussion and deliberation ; and, inasmuch 
as the recommendations submitted, contemplated the immediate 
and present action of the Convention to which they were submit- 
ted, it seemed more proper and fitting that the Cpmmittee should 
again submit the same recommendations for the deliberation and 
action of this body, than to put forth an address to the people at 
large. With this view your Committee have proposed to submit 
to this body the following report : 

That they have again considered the subjects mentioned in 
the resolutions. A more perfect and systematic organization of 
the denomination on the subjects has long been felt as a great 
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flesidwatum. Projects have been suggested frum time lo time, 
aometimeB partially succesuful, but most generally failing for want 
or means and interest enlisted in thom to carry them out, and as 
iuggested in the former report, there are two principal difficulties 
presented against carrying out to successful issue any plan, per- 
haps, that has yet been suggested. First, the want of a practical 
mode of raising funds to defray the necessary expenses. And in 
the second place, another growing out of that already stated, the 
want of means to procure the necessary labor and active practical 
efforts. Whatever plan may be adopted, we believe, must contain 
within itself either a self-sustaining machinery, either for raising 
funds or enlisting a large amount of self-sacrilicing labor, as well 
as talent and skill of efficient agents. As every great enterprise 
must have a beginning, and the greatest have frequently origin- 
ated in apparently small beginnings, your Committee submit for 
the consitleration of this body, the recommendations as before, 
with a few alterations, iir rather simplifications. 

1st. That this Convention proceed at once to elect or appoint 
ptovisionally, a Board of Missions and Education, consisting of 
one clerical and one lay member fVora each Stale and Territory 
represented in this body, who will meet immediately upon their 
election or appointment, and elect from their number, a President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer, together with a Committee of Corres- 
pondence and Address, the President being one of said Commit- 
tee. That this Committee would at once enter upon the duty of 
Garresponding with the proper Committees in the several States or 
territorieH. where State Societies and Sunday Schools have been 
established, would be, of course, expected. To ascertain luoh 
plans as moy have been adopted, their constitutions and by-laws, 
the work accomplished, with statistics, success, &c., so as to he 
enabled in jiiesent the whole in one vietv, with the comparative 
merits and advantages of each, &e., both in our own and other 
denominations. 

'id. That it be recommended to the several States and terri- 
tories, where these institutions have not been organized, as soon 
as praclicnble, lo provide for the organiitation of missionary, edu- 
cational and reform schools, in connection with their respective 
Co^vcn^ion«, Associations or Societies. 
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3d. That it be further recommended to State and Territorial 
Conventions, Associations, and Societies entitled to representation 
in this body, to establish or join in the establishment of a news- 
paper and book establishment, the newspaper to be devoted wholly 
or in part, both in its articles and proceeds, to the promotion of 
the several branches of enterprize suggested ; that in connection 
with the newspaper should be an appropriate Sunday School 
sheet, illustrated in such a manner as to be at the same time at> 
tractive and instructive to children, in Christian morals, as well 
as in general knowledge. 

4th, That it be particularly recommended and urged upon 
the several States and Territories, to employ more efficient and 
active missionaries or agents, to canvass their respective Districts, 
to procure subscriptions and donations, solicit subscriptions to the 
newspapers and Sunday School journals, and such other works as 
may be recommended by the Society, or as may be best calculated 
to promote the cause of truth and disseminate the principles of 
Christian truths and righteousness, to organize Societies, circles, 
and Sunday Schools, and furnishing suitable books for that pur- 
pose, and as far as possible directing the charities and benevolence 
of the people in that direction, in drawing into the fold of the 
Christian school the destitute and degraded, by furnishing clothing, 
books, and other means of attraction, such as true pictures or 
illustrations, maxims, d^c, and such other instrumentalities as may 
be found most efficient. And w^ would suggest that these Sunday 
Schools be as nearly assimilated to the general Common School 
as possible. 

5th. That in connection with the institutions mentioned, it be 
further recommended to urge and join in the institution of schools 
of labor and reform, and the abolition of capital, corporal or vin- 
dictive punishments in the administration of criminal justice, to in- 
stitute and aid in the promotion of Societies, and circulate books 
and papers tending to uproot the sentiment of revenge and the in- 
fliction of injury in the disciplinary departments of practical life. 
The basis of barbarism and superstition in* the administration of 
discipline is the same, an eye for an eye, tooth for tooth, injury 
for injury. The basis of Christianity in the same department is 



doing good for evil, — overcoming evil with goad, — educating and 
reforming, and not destroying, — salvation from ignorance, idle- 
neiB, and ain, — uot deBtruction and death. It is believed that in 
DO department of human life, can the Universalist Christian de- 
moDstrate the truths of the distinguishing featuiea and tendency 
of his faith, — Ivil theory of dirine government, than in that irluch 
involves the system of discipline or punisbment. It is believed 
also that the tendency of the general cultivated commoa-senBe of 
mankind is gradually hut strongly in that direction ; and there- 
fore in taking the foreground, or at least partteijiBting in all efforti 
to modiiy and reform the sj stem of punishment, whether in the 
family circle, the aehool, the legislature, the court, or in the every- 
day association, he is hut demonstrating tho truth and beauty of 
his doctrines more effectuully than by the moat poverful argU' 
menta addressed either to the feelings or the reason of men, 
whether drawn from the Scriptures or the light of reason. 

The foregoing is luhmitted as a very imperfect outline of a plan 
which, if adopted with unanimity, and carried out in a spirit of 
determination and zeal, will be eminently successful, 

Beiolved, That the foregoing suggestions be adopted, and that 
this body proceed immediately to the election of a Board of Mis- 
sions, as suggested. JOHN GALBRAITH, 
J. FOnnESTER, 
H. R. NYE. 

On motioD of Rev. Z. ThompBon, of Mc, the Report 
was accepted. 

Ou molion of Rev. J. 0. Skinner, a collection ahall be 
requested in each of tbe Churches, this morning, in aid of 
the Uiiiversalist Historical Society. 

The President appointed Revs, J. 0. Skinner, and Dr. 
Sawyer, to present the above request to the congreg^ 

On motion of Br. J. Oalbraith, the Report presented by 
him was adopted. 

Br. .1. Galbraith moved that the delegates from each 
State bo requested to present the names of persons to 
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whom they are entitled in the Board of Missions, contem- 
plated in the Report, at the afternoon session, and in the 
absence of State delegations, the President have power to 
fill the vacancies. 

The subject was discussed by Revs. W. B. Cook, 
C. W. Tomlinson, A, Norwood, A. St. J. Chambre, and 
Brs. P. B. Ring, 0. Foster, and J. Galbraith. 

On motion of Br. Chas. Foster, the consideration of the 
motion was assigned as the order of business at 11 o'clock 
this morning. 

Br. J. Galbraith presented the following Resolution : 

Besolved, That we hail with gratitude and satisfaction, the fact 
that within the past year letters of fellowship have been received 
by a lady ; and that we recognize the right of women possessing 
high moral and religious attainments, and prompted to aid in the 
work of preaching the doctrine of Christian Universalism, to re- 
ceive letters of fellowship, and engaging in the work of the minis- 
try ; and that it be recommended, that our public schools and 
colleges be opened for females on equal terms with males. 

On motion of Rev. H. Lyon, the Resolution was laid 
on the table. 

The Committee on Nominations, made the following Re- 
port, which was accepted : 

" The Committee on Nominations beg leave to report as follows : 

Preacher of Occasional Sermon, — ^Rev. E. H. Chapin, of New 
York. Alternate, — ^Kev. C, H. Fay, of Connecticut. 

Committee on the State of the Church, — Revs. E. G. Brooks, 
J. G. Adams, of Mass., Br. Israel Washburn, Jr., of Maine. 

On Education, — ^Revs. E. Fisher and D. Skinner, of N. Y., Eli 
Ballou, of Vt. 

On Sunday Schools, — Br. G. L. Demarest, and Rev. H. R. 
Nye, of Ohio, Rev. W. W. Curry, of Ky. 

On Complaints and Appeals, — ^Rev. M. Ballou, of Pa., Br. W. 
Harriot, of N. Y., and Rev. C. H. Fay, of Conn. 

They would also state that invitations have been received from 
the Societies in Rochester, N. Y. ; Hartford, Conn. ; Brattleboro*, 
and Ludlow, Vt., and Boston, Mass., for the meeting of the next 
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Beaton of this body, and after dui 
mend that the Convention adjouri 



deliberation tliey would reco) 
to meet in Boston, next yea) 

J. S. LFE, 1 

H. LYON. } Committee. 

S. BALLOU.^ 



On motion of Rev, J. Marvin, of 111,, the Convention 
adopted tbe Report in full, except the recommendation of 
die place of adjournment. 

On motion of Rev. H. Lyon to adopt the recommendar 
tion of the Committee to bold the next session of the Con- 
vention in tbe city of Boston, the question was discussed 
by HevB. C. W. Tomlinson, J. Marviu, B. P. Rogers, E!i 
Ballou, and Br. O. E. Baker. 

On motion of Rev. C. W. Tomlinson, amended the Re- 
port by substituting Rochester N. Y., for Boston, Mass. 

Rev. Mosos Ballou offered the foUovring Resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted : 

Beiohed, That the thanks of this body be given to tbe Rev. O. 
8. Weaver, of St. Louis, for bia truly Evangelical Sermon deliv- 
ered at thi» aessinn, and that he he requested to furnish a copy for 
publicatian in our denominational papers. 

The special basiness of the hour, the motion of Br. J. 
Galbrailh for the nomination of a " Board of Missions," 
was tlien taken up, and the Report of Judge Galbraith 
was read by the Secretary. 

On motion of Rev. C. W. Tomlinson, the vote adopting 
the Report, was reconsidered. 

On motion of Rev. Eli Ballou, tbe word " unscctariiui," 
in the Report, in connection with Sabbath School teachr 
ing, was espunged. 

On motion of Br, G. E. Baker, tbe words " Partialism 
and Popery," in the Report, were stricken out, and the 
word " Superstition " substituted. 

On motion of Rev. Eli Ballou, adopted the Report aa 
amended. 
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On motion of Rev. Eli Ballou, voted to adopt the re- 
commendation of the Committee to create the Board of 
Missions. 

On motion of Rev. A. St. J. Chambre — 

Voted, That the Report of the delegations from the sev- 
eral States, of a clerical and lay member for the Board 
called for in the Report submitted by Judge Galbraith, be 
the order of business immediately upon the meeting of 
the Convention this afternoon. 

On motion of the Chairman of the Committee on Pub- 
lication, his Report was taken from the table, and on ex- 
punging the portion referring to a collection, the Report 
was adopted. 

The Committee on Biographical Sketches of departed 
worthy brethren, asked for further time ; which was, on 
motion, granted them. 

Rev. Z. Thompson offered the following Resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Besolvedf That a Committee of three be raised to address a con- 
gratulatory epistle to our Church everywhere, through the medium 
of our denominational press, in view of the present highly encour- 
aging prospects of our cause. 

The President appointed Rev. Dr. Sawyer, Rev. Zenas 
Thompson, and Thos. A. Goddard, Esq., of Boston, as said 
Committee. 

The President appointed as Committee on Publication 
of the Minutes, &c., Brs. H. B. Metcalf, E. B. Dennison, 
of Mass., and Rev. R. Eddy, of N. Y. 

Rev. Mr. Chambre offered the following Resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due and hereby 
tendered to J. D. W. Joy, Esq., for the ability, urbanity and ad- 
mirable tact with which he has presided over the deliberations of 
this body during its present session ; and that the thanks of this 
Convention are also tendered, as they are justly due, to the Secre- 
tary, Rev. Richard Eddy. 

Jaesolved, That the thanks of this Convention are hereby tender- 
ed to the friends in Providence and vicinity, who have so gener- 



PHOCEEDiNCa. 39 

ouEly and limdlf entertained those in attendimce upon this bodj 
nnd so nobly proTided for the Convention's sessions and the meet- 
ings generally. 

The ReBolutioa caUing for a collection for Rev, OharleH 
Spear, was taken from the table, and on motion of Hev. J. 
0. Skinner, waa indefinitely postponed. 

The Resolution from Br. J, Galbraith was taken from 
the Uble. 

Rev. Mr. Chambre moved its indefinite poBtponemeiit 
Lost. 

On motion of Rev. H, Lyon, it waa postponed to the 
next eesBJOD. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Memorial 
from MasaachusettB, and the rcijuest from Rhode-Island, 
on the subject of a General Sabbath School Union, offered 
the following Report, which was accepted : 

The Committee to whom was referred the subject " of a United 
States Universalist Siibbath School and Tract Union," would rc- 
■pectfully report, that they have considered the subject and in riew 
of the reference of the publication enterprise to a Special Commit- 
tee, of which llev. A. A. Miner is Chairman, which Committee is 
to report, definitely, at the next session, some practicable plan of 
the Convention for the issuing of a dcnomitmtiona] paper, also other 
publications. It is the opinion of your Committee that Tracl« 
should and will bo included in this enterprise. Also that it is not 
■dvisable to organize a generul Tract Association distinct from this 
body. 

In regard to a Sabbath School Union, the Committee are of 
opinion that it would be wine fur this Convention to encourage the 
formation of such an organization, believing that it would be of 
importance to that special branch of the cause. They do not how- 
ever recommend the approval by this School Convention of the 
formation of another general organisation for the purpose of puh- 
lithing Sunday School papers, tracts, or books, nor for misnonary 
efforts i yet they conceive the forming of a body of Snbbnth 
School teachers from all quarters of the Union to discu«9 plana for 
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carrying forward this great work of the Union, would he highly 
heneficial. 

They would therefore recommend the appointment of a Commit- 
tee of three, to call a Convention of Sahhath School teachers dur- 
ing the year 1859, at such time and place as they may deem expe- 
dient, to form a United States Sahhath School Union. 

J. W. HANSON, Chairman. 

On motion of Kev. Mr. Chambre, the recommendation 
of the Committee was adopted. 

The President appointed as the Committee under the 
recommendation, Kevs. J. Boyden, jr., A. C. Thomas, and 
Br. H. D. Williams, of Boston. 

Voted, To request Rev. H. R. Nye, the Chairman of the 
Committee on Sabbath Schools, to hand in his Report to 
the Secretary. The Report follows : — 

To THE United States Convention of Universalists, 
' assembled in Providence, September, 1858, the Committee ap- 
pointed to consider and report upon the subject of Sabbath 
Schools, ask leave to submit a brief report. 

The relation of the Sabbath School to the home, the Church and 
the future welfare of generations both in and out of the Church, 
suggests that the subject is one of vast moment, and that no 
ordinary labor can do justice to it. There are thousands of families 
within the pale of Christian institutions, where no religious instruc- 
tion worthy of the name is given, — thousands more where the 
general drift of thought and action is immoral and anti-Christian, 
to say nothing of the better portion with whom the Sabbath School 
is so largely substituted for the Home school. 

The Master's injunction to ** feed the lambs,'' is equal in author- 
ity and importance to any of his commands ; and it is difficult to 
conceive of its being so limited in application, as to excuse the 
parent from persistant attention to the cultivation of a religious 
life in the soul of childhood and youth. But much as we may 
lament the want of religious influences in the home, the remedy is 
not in complaining, but in the better organization of the Sabbath 
School, and a more specific direction of pastoral labor to the 
necessities of the case. 
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TVe Beldom, if ever, fiml a school amply supplied with willing, 
constant, intelligent and devout teachen. Some think it is labor, 
where they need rest — anme plead inability to teach or control the 
young, — ihe older members of our fraternity pass the work over 
tn the younger, and so from one cause or another, our children 
«re largely taught by the incsperienced, and by those who, being 
unable lo go beyond the letter of the lesson, often find it a taak 
instead of a pleasure, become weary and abandon their places to 
be filled by others no more interested nor better qualified than 
themselves. Of course this constant changing of teachers dis- 
beertens the pupils — their numbers d\vindle, and their classes are 
distolved, Enmeliroes to seek int^tvuction in other schools, where 
tbe prospect of more constant teachers may compensate for the 
inferior quality of the instruction given. 

We have observed, also, that there is generally a far greater lack 
of male, than of female teachers, showing that the lathers are 
npecially remiss in this department of our common enterprise i 
and these considerations, together with the fact, that ue give so 
little time to the Sabbath School, that we treat it as incidental, 
rather than as tiilal, to our progress, all go to show that we have 
udly undervalued the institution. 

It may be properly asked,. — why should we give two or three 
■eisions n day to the " children of a larger growth," and crowd 
those whose needs ere surely not less, into a mere corner? In 
•omc instances, Sabbath Schools are held at the usual time for 
morning service, then the regular service for adults is given in the 
afternoon, followed by a conference meeting or a sermon in the 
evening. This is said to work well, and whether it be the best 
plan or not, it certainly gives due prominence to the Sabbath 
School, and affords the teachers more ample time for their work 
without making (he Sabbath, as it too often is to (hem, the most la- 
borious day " of all the seven." With this arrangement, there is, 
aUo opportunity fur more eitensive Bible class instruction, and for 
regular addresses, or short sermons to the whole school, for which 
especial preparation should lie made. 

Many of our young men leave the Sabbath School for the want 
of teachers who are able to give them fitting instruction. If the 
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meeting of the School could be substituted for one of the ordinary 
meetings for public worship, the labor of teaching the Bible class 
might be devolved upon the pastor, and thus we might hope for a 
large accession to our strength, beyond all that we have realized. 
But without further suggestion now, your Committee would re- 
commend the passage of the following resolutions for the consider- 
tion of the people at large. 

Resolved, Tliat the Sabbath School, being the nursery of the 
Church, will be indispensable to its prosperity so lon^ as fuime in- 
struction and influence fail to build up genuine Christian character 
in the young. 

Resolved, That the pastors and people of our denomination are 
counseled to provide all possible means for the advancement of 
the Sabbath School interest, especially to provide ample reading, 
faithM and experienced teachers, and to appropriate so much time 
for its various exercises as to leave no occasion for unprofitable 
haste. 

Resolved, That we deem it the duty of pastors to press this sub- 
iect upon the attention of the families within the sphere of their 
labors, and to ur^e the importance of more attention to general 
religious culture m the home. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. R. NYE, 
J. BOYDEN, Jr. 

On motion of Br. 6. E. Baker, the President was em- 
powered to fill the vacancies in the Board of Missions, 
and to appoint a President, and announce the appoint- 
ment at the public services this afternoon. 

Read and approved the minutes of the morning session. 

United in prayer with Rev. Eli Ballon. 

On motion of Br. Paul B. Ring, adjourned. 

JOHN D. W. JOY, FremlerU. 
SULLIVAN BALLOU, Vice-President. 
Richard Eddy, Secretary, 
J. S. Lee, Assistant Secretary. 




The Board of Missions, as nominated by the Delegates 
present, with the vacancies filled by the President of the 
Coavention, was announced at the cloae of religions ser- 
vIceB on Thursday afternoon, as follows : 

Maine — Rev. I. C. Knowlton, Br. J. A, Homan. New- 
Bdmpshire — Rev. E. Davis, Br. Edward Glover. Massa- 
cAwsetts— Rev. E. G. Brooks, Br. J. D. W. Joy. Vermont 
—Rev. Wm. S. Balch, Br. C. S. Mason, Rhode-hland— 
Rev. T. D. Cook. Br. Olney Arnold. ConnecitcMi— Rev. C. 
H. Fiy, Br. W. S. Camp. Neio-York—Ref. G. W. Mont- 
gomery, Br. Jas, Lumbard. New-Jerseij — Rev, A. St. J, 
Chambre, Br. J, R. Norton. Pennsylvania — Rev. Moses 
B»Ilou, Br. J. Galbraith. Oftto— Rev. JI. R. Nye, Br. G. 
L. Demarest. lUtTioia—Rev. Otis A. Skinner, Br. Paul 
B. Ring. Wiscojisin — Rev. F. Rogers, Br. C. F. Lefevre. 
Br. Paul B. Rin^ was appointed President of the Board. 

The Board immediately convened, and elected the two 
following Committees : 

Executive Commiltee — Rev. Moses Ballon, President ; 
Rev. A. St. John Chambre, Secretary; William S. Camp, 
Esq., Treasurer. 

Committee of Correspondence— 'Rev. Moses Ballon, ex- 
officio. President, Hon. J. Galbraith, Rev. Otis A. Skinner, 
D. D., Rev. Henry Lyon, H. B. Metcalf, Esq. 



DELEGATES PRESENT AT THE SESSION OF 1858. 



Mainb. Clerical — Jos. 0. Skinner, I. C. SLnowlton, Z. 
Thompson, J. W. Hanson. 
Lat^ — J. P. Greeley, J. C. Snow, N. P. Woodbury. 

New-Hampshire. Clerical — J. H. Shepard, E. Davis. 
Xm— W. S. Parker, £. Glover, L. S. Bartlei^, Wm. A. 
Yan^an. 

VsBMOKT. Clerica/r-^. S. Lee, Eli Ballon, G. H. DeoM. 
Lai^ — A. J. Hinea, D. Britton, J. C. Nichols, G. homt 
land. Ward Cotton. 

Massachusetts. Clerical — 0. W. Mellen^ B. Y. Stia« 
veABOB, J. P. Atkinson, Geo. Hill. 

Loj^ — ^Moses Black, jr., 0. Foster, J. D. W. Joy, 6. W. 
Higgins, L. Meigs, J. K. Frothingham, E. B. l^inker. 

GoHNScncuT. Clerical — A. Norwood. 
Xoy — Julius Clark, H. Ford. 

BoODB-IsLANn. CkriceUr^* Boyden, jr. 
Laif — A. Bead, SuUivan Ballou* 

Nbw-Yobk. Corneal— G. W. Tomlinson, R Bdd j, W. 
B. Cook, Henry Lyon, T. J. Sawyer. 

Lay—E. T. Marsh, G. W. Barnes, W. Hamot, Qqa^ E. 
Baker, J. B. Colegrove, B. F. Trested. 

Nbw-Jbrset. Clerical — A. St. John Cbambre. 
Lay — J. B. Norton, W. S. Jaques. 

PbUnstlvania. Clerical — Moses Ballon, A. Bond. 
Lay — J. Galbraith, M. Hutchinson, J. Wilson. 

lUkiNois. Clerical — J. Marvin, W. W. King. 
Lay — ^Paul B. Bing, S. Pulsifer. 

Omo. Clerical — ^H. B. Nye. 

WisooMEHN. Clerical — B. F. Bogera. 

SVMICABT. 

Clerical Dele^i/^ 2t 

Lay Delegates, 86 

Total, 63 



CONSTITDnON AND RULES OF ORDER, 



Of 



(fimral Conbtntion of ^nibtrsalists, 



m THE UNITED STATES. 



The CoKSTTTunoN adopted at the Session of 1855. 
The Rules of Order at the Session of 1856. 



CONSTITUTION. 



PREAMBLE. 

1» order to form a more perfect bond of union, jiromote a more 
intimate fellotvstiip, eatablish a more efficient organiKation, enforce 
B more uniform system of government, and Becure the ends con- 
templated in the existence of a reUgioua denomination, we ordain 
and establish the following Constitution for the Universaliata in the 
United Slates of America. 

ARTICLE L 



Thii body shall be known and distinguished by the name and 
title of The General Convention of Univerhalists in the 
United States of America. 

ARTICLE IL 

HOW CONSTITUTED. 

5 1. The Convention shall be composed of Delegates chosen by 
the several State Conventions in its fellowship, aa hereinafter de- 
icribed. 

{ 2. Each State Convention shal] be entitled to 
two lay delegates. 

{ 3. Each Convention having in its fellowship 
Wy sodetica and clergymen, ahnll be entitled to i 
four lay delegates ; for every additional fifty 
men, one clerical and two lay delegates. 

( 4. The Council at each annual session of the Convention shall 
inage of the elcctiona, returns, and qualificalions of its own mem- 
bera, and any number of delegates from five State Conventiona 
■hall constitute a quorum to do business ; but a less number may 
adjourn from time to time, and demand the attendance of obsen- 
t«es. 

{ 5. The Convention mny determine the rules of its proceedings, 
•ad reprove or expel any of its members for disorderly conduct 
during any session of its Council. 

ARTICLE in. 



le clerical and 

aggregate of 

a clerical and 

and clergy- 



during the pleasure of the 
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§ 2, The officers shall be a President, Vice President, Secretary, 
and Kecording Secretary. 

§ 3. The Standing Committees and other appointments shall be 
made by the President, unless otherwise ordered by the Conven- 
tion. 

§ 4. The brethren elected to these several offices shall perform 
in a discreet, impartial, and faithful manner the duties implied by 
their respective positions. 

AUTICLE IV. 

POWEBS. 

§ 1. The Convention shall have jurisdiction over the State Cbi^ 
Vcfntions in its fellowship, as defined in this Constitution. 

§ 2. It shall adopt sucn rules and regulations as shall be ii6c^ 
sary to secure a uniform system of fellowship and discipline 
throughout the denomination. 

§ 3. It shall be the ultimate tribunal by which shall be adjudicated 
bXL cases of dispute and difficulty between State Conventions, and a 
Court of final appeal before which may be brought cases of disci^ 
pUne, and questions of government not provided for and settM 
by subordinate bodies. 

§ 4. But this Convention shall have no authority to interfere in 
any case in r-rgular process of adjustment : nor shall it entertain any 
case which shall not come before it in due form on an appeal from 
the action of a State Convention, or from an Association when 
such Convention h^s refused or neglected to entertain it, or ftom h, 
clergyman or Society, when neither the Association nor the SUtC^ 
Convention within whose jurisdiction such clergyman or Society 
exists, shall have refused or neglected to hear and decide the m^ 
ter. 

§ 5. The Convention shall have no right to intermtdfllie Mt^L 
miatters of Faith, beyond an expressed or implied assent to tt^ 
Confession adopted by this body at its session in Winchester, N. 
H., in A. D. 1803 which reads as follows, to wit : — 

. " Akt. I. We believe that the holy Scriptures of the Old and Ne4 
Testaments contain a revelation of the character of God, and of t^ 
duty, interests and final destination of mankind. 

Art. II. We believe that there is one God, whose nature is lov% 
revealed in one Lord Jesus Christ, by one Holy Spirit of Gnice. 
who will finally restore the whole family of mankind to holiiiefll 
and happiness. 

Art. 111. We believe that holiness and true happiness are in- 
separably connected, and that believers ought to be careful to 
maintain order, and practice good works ; for these things are good 
and profitable unto men." 

But the Convention shall have the right to ejceroise a watch-^^M 
over the conduct of all in its fellowship, with a view to proifmlfc 
truth, righteousness and peace among men. 
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{ a. In States and Territorie», or in foreign States or Provinces, 
where no Cnnvciitiona have betn organized for Ihe support and de- 
fence of the faith pn> uliar to the denomination of Chriatiiuis repre* 
■enced liy this Convention, its wnleh-care and jurindictiun may be 
exic ided over such Associations, Preachers, or Societies as may 
seek and olilain its fellowshin : and such Assuciations, Preachers 
and Societies shall be in all cases amenable to this body, by the 
same rules and regulations as are applicable in other cases. 

ARTICLE V. 

MEETINGS. 

i 1. Theregularmeetiiiga ot the Convention shall be on the third 
Tuesday of September, annually, at such hour and place as shall 
have been appointed at the adjournment of the previous year, or 
as shall he di'signated by the Recording Secretary, in his public 
tiotice for the same. 

J 2. The President, Secretary, and Recording Secretary shall 
have power, on fair and full representation bein^ made, to change 
the lime or place of holding its meelings, when m their judgment 
the health, comfort, or perianal safety of ils members would be 
endangered by pestilence, famine, insurrection, or other cause. 

ARTICLE VI. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Additions, and amendments may be made to this Constitution, 
tiy R vote of two-thirds of the mtmbcrs present in annual session, 
provided the soaie shall be approved by a majorily of the StatB 
Oonventioni at their meetings next following such action of this 
hody, and provided also, such alteration shall deprive) 
Date body of its eqnal rights in this Convention. 




RULES OF ORDER. 



RULE I. 

THE ORGANIZATION. 

§ 1. The President of the preceding year, or in his absence the 
Vice President shall, at the time and place designated, call the 
Delegates to order and cause the session to be opened by prayer. 
In their absence any Dele&^ate may call for the nomination of a 
temporary Chairman and Clerk. 

§ 2. The Presiding Officer shall then cause the roll of Delegates 
as furnished by the Recording Secretary to be called over, who, 
on answering to their names, shall take their seats as members of 
the Council ; after which, a quorum being present, until the perma- 
nent organizations, no members shall be admitted. 

§ 3. The Officers for the year shall then be chosen, the Delegate 
having the highest number of votes being declared elected to the 
office for which he is in nomination. 

RULE n. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

§ 1. The first business of the Council shall be the reading of the 
Constitution and Rules of Order, and the Record of the doings of 
the previous session. 

§ 2. The appointment of the Committees for the session, namely : 
L On Elections, to whom shall be referred the credentials of mem- 
bers arriving after the organization; contested seats, &c., who shall 
examine and report the same. 2. On Unfinished Business, who 
shall examine, prepare, and report upon the business continued 
from the previous session. 3. On Nominations, who shall report 
the names of persons for the Standing Committees, the Preacher 
of the next Annual Sermon, and a place ibr holding the next Con- 
vention. 

§ 3. The next business shall be the hearing of Reports from the 
Standing Committees and disposal of the same ; then may follow 
in such order as the Council shall direct, the usual routine of busi- 
ness coming legitimately before the Convention. 

RULE IIL 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. 

§ 1. It shall be the duty of the President to examine the minutes 
of each day's proceedings and correct the same if necessary, and 
cause them to be read at the opening of the session of each day 
succeeding, and also at the close of the entire session, when they 
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■lull be open for correction or amendment, end if not objected to 
■ball be regarded as approved. 

i 2, He shall call to order at the time appointed ; cause each 
morning Bessioii to be opened bv prayer, and preserve order and 
decorum during the aessions of the Council. 

53. He may speak to points of order in preference to other 
moinbers, rising from hia seat for that purpose, and shall decide 
thereon, subject to an apneal by any two members, on which ap- 
peal no member shall apeak more than once, unless by consent of 
a majority of the members present. The question thereon shall 
be put by the Secretary in this form. " Shall the decision of the 
Ohair Stand as the judgment of the Council?" 

EULE IV. 

MOnONB AND HEHOLUTIONS. 

J 1. Every motion or resolution shall be reduced to writing, if 
the President or nn^ member desire it. 

j 2. When a. motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated by 
tlie President, or, bcine in writing, shall be handed to the Choir and 
read aloud by the Clerk, before being debated ; and when so stated 
and read, shall be deemed in possession of the Council, but ma; 
be withdrawn at any time before decision or amendment. 

j 3. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be re- 
ceived but to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the previous ques- 
tion, to post]ione to a certain day, to commit or amend, and to 
postpone indefinitely (which several motions shall have precedence 
in the ordi'r above stated, and be decided without debate) ; end 
motion to postpone to a dey certain, to commit, or to postpone 
lodeGnitcIy being decided, shall ogiin be in order on such day, 
and at the same stage of the proposition ; and when e question is 
postponed indefinitely, the same shall not be acted on again dur- 
ing the session. 

J 1. When e motion has been once made and carried, any mcm- 
b(T voting in the majority ma^ move for the reconsideration 
thereof, oti the same or lucceedmg day of the session, and such 
motion shall lake precedence of all questions except a motion to 
adjourn. 

RULE V. 



ir proposiiion shall be made or presented 
, the President shall distinctly state itt 
and before putting the question shall deliberately inquire, " Is the 
Council ready for the question ? " and if no member shall mani- 
feat ■ desire to speak thereon, after sufljeient iMiuae 10 give »a 
opportunity so to do, he shall rise and distinctly state the ques- 
tion, and then put it in the following form. " As many as are of 
ofttiuoti " (ataUng the affirmative), " lay Aye ; " and atler iha 
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tifftnfiative voice iB expressed, "As many as are c^ a eoirtritty 
opinion, say No." 

$ 2. If no doubt exists, he shall announce the decision ; if he 
should doubt, or a dix'ision be called for by two members ristB|| 
for that purpose, he shall again distinctly state the question, am 
request those in the afRrmative to rise from their seats, and alter 
being counted by the Secretary, he shall direct them to be seatoflL 
and request those in the negative to rise in like manner ; and sfanl 
then rise and announce the decision of the CounciL 

§ 3. The Yeas and* Nays shall be taken on any question irMi 
demanded by two delegates, by causing the Secretary to osfi ttib 
roll in a distinct voice, and noting the vote of each member ; iA 
the members being required to vote unless excused by the CouncdL 

RULE VI. 

THE PREVIOUS QUESTION. 

§ 1. The previous question shall be in this form : " Shdlflte 
tnain question be now put? " It shall only be admitted when de- 
manded by three members rising fVom their seats, and sustulicA 
by a majority of the members present ; and its effect shall be lb 
put an end to all debate, and bring the Council to a direct irdfib 
upon amendments reported by a Committee, if any, upon pendki)^ 
amendments, and then upon ttie main question. 

§ 2. On a previous question there shall be no debate. All ind- 
dental questions of order arising after a motion for the preVic^ 
question, and pending such motion, shall be decided, whether tifc 
an appeal or otherwise, without debate. 

RULE VII. 

DIVISION AND AMENDMENTS. 

§ 1. Any member may call for a division of the question, wMiSh 
shall be divided if it comprehend propositions in substance so flia- 
tinct, that one being taken away, a substantive proposition shiffl 
^main for the decision of the Council. 

§ 2. A motion to strike out being lost, shall preclude neifhlAr 
amendment nor motion to strike out and insert, and no motion ^ 
proposition on a subject different from or not germain to that 
imder consideration, shall be admitted under color of amendment. 

RULE VIIL 

DEBATES. 

5 1. When any member desires to speak, or to present any mo- 
tion, resolution, or other matter, he shall rise and respectfii% 
address himself, ** Brother President," and sliall in all cases con- 
fine himself to the question pending, or subject before the Coun4A« 
end avoid all personality ana indecorous or sarcastic language. 



RULES OF OBD£R. 



53 



J 2. While the President is putting any question, or addressiiiR 
the Countit, or servioa is being performed, or any regular proceed- 
ing, no memlier shall walk out of, or across the room, nor in such 
case, or when a member is speaking, shall entertain private dis- 
course, or paas between the metnbur "peaking and the Chair. 

j 3. If any member in speaking or otherwise, transgreis the rules, 
the President shall, or any member may, call to order; in which 
case, the member an called to order shall immediately take his seat, 
unless permitted to explain. The Council, if appealed to, to de- 
cide on the case without debate : if there he no appeal, the decision 
of the Cliair shall be submitted to. If the deciaioa be in favor of 
the member called to order, he shall be at liberty to proceed, othor- 
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{ 4. When tw 
or BO nearly at t . 

nhich roae first, the President shall, without debate o 
Dwne the member to have the floor. 

J 6. No member shall speak more than twice to the sa 
tioa without leave of the Council, unless he be the mover oi tne 
matter pending, in which case hii may speak in reply, hut not 
until every member choosing to speak shall have spoken. 

RULE IX. 

UNFINISHED Bi; SI NESS. 

The mifiniahed business in which the Council was engaged at 
the last preceding adjournment, shall have the prefdrcneu in the 
order of the day, and no motion on any other business shall be re- 
ceived, without special leave of a majority, until the former is dia- 
poied of. 

RULE X. 



AD petiiions, memorials, and other communications addressed 
to the Council of the Convention shall be presented by the Presi- 
donti or by a member in his place ; a brief statement of their con- 
UnU made by the mover or introilucer, shall be entered un the 
milWItft and disposed of as the Cuuncil shall decide. 

RULE XL 

SPECIAL COMMITTEEa. 

) 1. The Committees for the session, and all Special Committees 

■ImII be appoiuted by the Preaideot, unless otheiwiM orderiNl by 
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§ 2. The member first named on a Committee, shall act as chair- 
man unless otherwise determined by a majority of the Committee, 
and the mover of a resolution or otner matter shall be first named, 
unless he signifies a desire not to be so placed upon it. 

RULE xn. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

§ 1. There shall be appointed at each annual session, the follow- 
ing Standing Committees: 1. On the state of the Church, through 
whom shall be presented such information as may be gained from 
subordinate bodies, concerning the condition and wants of the De- 
nomination, and such suggestions and advice as shall be deemed 
needful for the prosperity of Zion ; 2. On Education, who shall 
report upon the condition, wants, and prospects of Schools under 
the special patronage of our order ; 3. On Sunday Schools, having 
particular r^^ference to the best method of increasing the number 
and usefulness of those nurseries of the Church ; 4. On Com- 
plaints and Appeals, who shall examine and report upon all mat- 
ters which may properly come up from subordinate bodies. 

§ 2. These Committees, together with the Preacher of the An- 
nual Sermon, and place of adjournment, shall be nominated by the 
proper Committee, and may be elected by ballot or otherwise, as 
ordered by the Council at the time. 
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The following Resolutions were adopted at the session of 1856, 
held in Erie, Pa., and ordered to appear with the Rules of Order : 

1. Resolved, That each State Convention shall be required to 
return the names of its Delegates to the Recording Secretary of 
this Convention, previous to each annual session. In case of fail- 
ure to do so, no Delegate from such Convention shall be admitted 
to a seat in the Council, until the same shall be fully organized. 

2. ResoIiVED, That in order to be counted in the basis of repre- 
sentation to this body, each Society shall be understood to keep 
up a regular legal organization, and each Preacher to be regularly 
engaged in the work of the Christian ministry, in preference to ail 
secular business. 




SPIRITUAL LIFE AND ITS DEVELOPMENT. 



BY KEV. O. I 



."— Joha Ti. 48. 



I PROPOSE as my theme for the occasion, Spirit- 
ual Life and its Development. 

By Spiritual Life, I mean the peculiar friiit in 
the spirit of the Gospel of Christ. Christ devel- 
oped in the human spirit a characteristic quality, 
a grace, a force, not conceived by any other re- 
ligious teacher, not experienced by any other than 
his followers. He revealed to the human soul a 
higher plan of experience than it had known be- 
fore, a new realm of life for its actirities. He 
did not recreate the human spirit, but he made it 
acquainted with itself, with its germs of force yet 
undeveloped, with the possibilities of beauty and 
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joy that were latent within it, with the infinite 
reach of its powers, and the celestial qualities of 
action of which it was capable. He vitalized it 
with the life of heaven, and announced that all 
attainable excellence, all hoped-for joys, are to 
exist and be realized in the soul ; that it is capa- 
ble of an upgrowth into an atmosphere of heaven- 
liness, of a transformation into the beauty of holi- 
ness, of a metamorphosis into the similitude of ce- 
lestial beings. And this higher, more inward and 
perfect experience of the soul, t^e caUed " life," 
sometunes ^' everlasting life ; " by which he evi- 
idently meant a state of mind kindred with h» 
own, and with that of all celestial beings. Of 
this life he was the " bread " — the nourishment. 
To its attainment he opened the way. The trutlut 
]ffi taught quickened its germs into growtl^, The 
duties he urged had a renewing ond uplifting t^ar^ 
d^ncy. The love he proposed ^^ tUe spul'^ c^P(* 
tral affection was genial as the vernal sim, tq^ 
qnicken into life ite best capaciti^. |Ii^ Gq&p<^ 
wq# the pow^r of Qod in th^ sqhI in jc€ispoB§e la 
the divine command, "Lqt th^^e be life," ISjJok 
Gospel, therefore, is the " bread" of heaven tfo 
God's children. Its legitimate o£5lce is to pror 
4uce spi)itnal life» tp regenerate, i^pilitu^Uze thsh 

vm^ mm* Wb4t Sppng ip tp ifee fyoz^m «a«lfe 
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— what simlight is to the sleeping buds of the 
lield and forest, is the Gospel to the souls of men. 
It is a vitalizing force, a vehicle for the descent 
of the Holy Spirit, a heavenly inspiration sent to 
restore mortal men. 

Now that Jesus has come, and his Gospel 
grown old in its mission of life, men are half in- 
different to the gi'and devolepment it has made in 
the world. They half forget that life is its end and 
aim ; that it comes to wake the dead, to restore 
the lost, to give beauty for ashes, and the oil of 
joy for monming ; that its every word is preg- 
nant with the spirit of life, and comes not to 
bring, but to destroy death. Men, amid the very 
sj-mphonies of the Gospel anthem of life, ai'e 
turning a deaf ear to its heavenly strains, wedding 
themselves more closely to the dead and dying 
things of this world. And among those who do 
give ear to its music-notes of life are ftiultitudes 
who faU to perceive its mission. Some receive it 
only as a chapter of moral precepts, by which to 
regulate the outward life ; some as a system of 
doctrines for theological gymnastics ; some as aa 
ffsthctical pliiloaophy more than half divine; 
some as a great mercy of God to men to save 
some souls from hell — a kind of policy of 
insurance agamst fire, ready made for human, 
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acceptance; some as a display of infinite love, 
which will work the astonishing miracle of rais- 
ing in the twinkling of an eye the human race 
out of the earth into heaven. All kinds of views 
of the Gospel, but the true one, are largely en- 
tertained, and men. are prone to forget that its 
one great purpose is to inspire spiritual life in 
the hearts of men ; that on earth and in heaven 
it has one single life to perform, which is to 
bring men into the divine mode of living, to give 
a divine characteristic to their aflFections, aims, 
knowledge and wisdom, to opQn in every faculty 
of their souls an inlet for the Divinity, so that 
they shall live in God and God in them, and so 
that eventually a world of lapsed intelligences 
shall be restored to divine order, and a universe 
rejoice in the perpetual experience of that spirit- 
ual, eternal life in which God is all in all. The 
very commonness of the Gospel with many has 
caused its glory to be dimmed, and they see not 
the spiritual life to which it points. Too little 
have men understood that the Gospel is the 
means for developing the spiritual life in man, in 
which alone he can find present or eternal joy, 
the only instrumentality by which the soul can 
be made to experience heavenly blessedness. It 
is not the office of the Gospel to save the soul 
irom hell, or give it a passport to heaven, in the 
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common acceptation of these words, but to create 
heaven m the soul, or give existence to the life 
in w'liich heaven is experienced. Heaven and 
hell are within us according to the conditions of 
our own minds. One is spiritual darkness or 
death — the other is spiritual lighter life. Those 
who look to the Gospel to save them from hell- 
fire, or outside evils in the future, will find them- 
selves hut little benefitted by such expectation, 
and will thereafter have to learn the fii'st lessona 
of Gospel truth. Those who look to it to trans- 
late them into some ambrosial paradise, to take 
them, body and soul, into Elysian glory after 
death, ^vill be equally mistaken in their expecta- 
tion of its work. The Gospel is not a title-deed 
to real estate in heaven, nor to a city lot and 
house in the New Jerusalem. It is not a covenant 
of agreement for a prize to be di'awn hereafter, 
nor a proposition for a bargain for eternal glory. 
It* does not contemplate a commercial arrange- 
ment for the ti^ansfer of one's interest from this 
world to another, so that the sin-bloated soul of 
earth may be wafted at once into all possible joye 
of heaven, without accepting the first Gospel 
truth, giving existence to the first Gospel love, 
or subduing a single earthly passion. Such is 
not the spirit of the Gospel. To no man does it 
truly come otherwise than as an appeal to his 
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spiritual nature. Its very first work is to give an 
inward sense of something spiritual — not a sense 
of safety from future dangers, not a conviction 
that one will be happy hereafter, not a presenti- 
ment of any future condition; but a realizing 
sense of present spiritual life dwelling in a being 
that cannot die ; a feeling of the Divine Presence 
as a holy benediction, as an infinite love breath- 
ing through the universe, lighting up the darkest 
passages of apparent disorder with a rational 
meaning, and solving the mystery of being into 
universal good. 

True, it opens the soul to the light of immor- 
taUty, and gives glorious assurances to the beUev- 
er of a state to be attained hereafter, glorious, uxi- 
defiled and unfading, in which shaU be realized 
of blessedness more than imagination can now coo* 
ceive. But this is the grand result to be wrought 
out, to which the spiritualizing efficacy of the 
Gospel points, rather than a place to which laxea 
are to be translated, or a state to which they asse 
to be miraculously elevated. Whoever feels a 
sense of absolute spiritual existence, independent 
of flesh and sense, a vital force reaching up for 
the pure, the perfect, the beautiful, the divisie, 
linking itself with the true and the good, as by an: 
instinctive will, knows something of the spirit- 
ual life. It is, so to speak, a life within a life. 
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the birth of a being and a world within a being, 
awakening a new order of motives and influences, 
which shall thereafter bear a part in the sway 
of the outward life. This life awakened, and 
noui'ished by the Gospel, is the source of the 
Christian's strength and joy. Every true Chris- 
tian knows something of it. It animates him in 
his houi's of communion — a fer\'id joy or hallow- 
ed devotion in his soid annihilating every obstacle 
between him and his God. It nerves hira in the 
lime of temptation with a strength not of earth. 
It gives him the " soul's calm sunshine and the 
heartfelt joy," through all the changing vicissi- 
tudes of life. It fills him with hallowed comfort 
in seasons of affliction. It awakens angel-songs 
on his death-bed, and illuminates bim with the 
morning-dawn of heaven, while he is passing 
through the evening twUight of earth. He con- 
quers death with the power of faith. He com- 
munes always with his God, and loves always his 
fellow-men. In his soul grows up his Saviour's 
kingdom of virtues. He puts on the " beauty of 
holiness," and lives to honor and bless his race. 
Earth wears a divine glory, and becomes the ves- 
tibule of the eternal house in the heavens. Thus 
he becomes a new creature, the new life over- 
growing the old — the new man absorbing and 
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transforming the old. A great company of saints 
can bear witness to this experience of the growth 
of the spiritual life within them. It has been a 
marvellous joy in ten thousand souls. They know 
it, not because they have seen or heard it, but be- 
cause they have felt it. It is to them a substan- 
tial fact. It is not a conviction, but an ^ experi- 
ence. It is not a logical deduction, but a positive 
consciousness. 

This it is which constitutes a Christian, and 
crowns one the child of God. It is something 
more than faith; for the Jew and the Fagan 
may have faith, may live and die triumphant 
in it, and not experience the regenerative work 
of Christianity within them. It is something 
more than religiousness; for the devotee of 
any false religion may be as devotional as the 
best Christian. It is something more than the 
hope of heaven, for in this hope the devotees 
of all religions indulge. It is something more 
than a resignation to the Divine procedure, for 
the Mussulman and the Brahmin repose with a 
strong confidence on the ordinances of fate as di- 
rected by the Divinity. It is the birth and grow- 
ing up of a spiritual life in the soul, which is pe- 
culiarly the work of Christianity. It is this which 
constitutes salvation; which assimilates men to 
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God, and givea them a power and beauty celestial 
in character. It ia this which constitutes the 
moral force of the Church of Christ — the unseen, 
irresistible might with which it moves among the 
nations, and will move till the feeblest soul shall 
be armed with heavenly strength. 

Hence it is that Christianity gives a peculiar 
characteristic to the outward life of men. The 
customs, manners, and laws of Christians must 
differ from others. Their science, art, literature, 
must bear its mark ; Christian civihzation must 
be unlike all others. It must possess a force, a 
beauty, a wisdom, that belong to no other. It 
must be rooted more firply in reason and be 
swayed by the principle of fellow-love. It must 
have an invisible spring of power and treasury of 
wealth from which it shall draw perpetually and 
still grow stronger and richer. 

The apu-itual life, we say, is peculiar to Chria- 
tianity — the growth of Christianity, It is the le- 
gitimate residt of the Divinity that was in Christ. 
It is absolutely of God ; a Kivine work for a Di- 
vine end, that God may be glorified in the life of 
his children. There is every possible degree of 
this spiritual life among Christians, from the 
feeblest sense of its existence to the stature of 
men and women in Christ, All are Christiana 
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who have this life in any degree. Men grow in 
Christ as they grow in spiritual life. All faifih- 
ful disciples feel a constant augmentation of 
spiritual force as they press on in their Master's 
cause. Age and toil may diminish the outward 
strength, but not the inward. That is renewed 
day by day. It grows by the law of culture. In 
relation to it there is perhaps nothing new to be 
discovered, nothing which those who have gone 
before us have not reached. Though each soul 
is making perpetual discoveries for itself, as it 
conforms to the law of its inward life and forces 
its way along the Master's assent of the heavenly 
Zion. There is an eijdless field before it ; eter- 
nal progress develops its eternal destiny ; but it 
does not progress out of Christ. It is not a side- 
wise growth that shall shoot outside of him and 
grow up an independent existence and force. He 
is its bread, its food, its nourishing substance. Its 
true growth is always within the circumference 
of Christian truth ; the sweep of that circumfer- 
ence we know not yet. We only begin in the 
present existence what endless years shall not 
terminate ; but it is all in Christ. He is the 
Head of every man — perpetual Master and Teach- 
er of all. The principles with which he begins 
the work can never be outgrown. Like the ele- 
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ments of a divine science, they reach from the 
beginning perpetually on ; and as the Christian 
pursues this heavenly way, no words can tell, no 
thought conceive the unimaginable wonders of 
Divine intelligence and joy which he shall rea^ 
lizc. 

The legitimate work of every Christian and 
every Christian sect is to give birth to and de- 
velop this spiritual life. This is the distinguish- 
ing work of Christianity. Hence it is said of 
Christ, there is no other name given among men 
whereby we must be saved. This is the life and 
the way. He who is most charged with the pe- 
culiar spirit and forms of this life, is most a Chi-ia- 
tian. The sect that develops most largely and 
in healthy growth the spiritud life in its mem- 
bers, is most Christian, and best entitled to the 
Divine approval. Probably all Christian sects 
do something m this direction, but some arc more 
correct and successful in the work than others. 
We are to distinctly understand that this spiritual 
life is more than a fer\'id pictj" ; more than a re- 
ligious enthusiasm ; more than an ardent hope or 
a Batisfjing faith. It is characterized by -tin affec- 
tion for the qualities and graces of the heavenly 
character — by a craving for the accomplisluucnt 
of good — for the spread of truth — for the peace 



66 SPIRITUAL LIFE AND ITS DEVELOPMENT. 

and happiness of men — ^for the regeneration of 
the sinful — the enlightenment of the ignorant — 
the improvement of society and the progress of 
the nations ; so that its piety is quickened by hu- 
man love, and its faith consecrated by the senti- 
ment of duty. 

Therefore, it is not surely the sect that culti- 
vates the most religious enthusiasm, or that pro- 
claims the most satisfying faith, that develops 
most the spiritual life peculiar to Christianity. 
But it is the sect that makes the best use of Chris- 
tian means to this great Christian end ; that ad- 
heres most strictly to Christian principles and 
imbibes most largely the peculiar spmt of Chris- 
tian sentiment ; the sect that believes most, loves 
most and works most in the Gospel of Christ. 
There may be " zeal not according to knowl- 
edge," and truth held in imrighteousness ; so 
there may be faith that is dead and without 
works, and piety inspired by " the loaves and 
fishes." Hence, to be Christian a sect must pro- 
pose as its characteristic work, the culture of tihe 
spiritual life in its individual members. It must 
seek to make them Christian. It must regene- 
rate their hearts, purify their affections, correct 
their motives, consecrate .their lives. While it 
teaches its peculiar faith, it must so teach and 
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apply it that it shall " work by love and purify 
the heart." If it indoctiiaates the mind, it must 
subdue and redeem the heart. If it teaches 
truth, it must nourish vhtue. If by its peculiar 
faith it makes adherents to a sect, it must adorn 
them with Chi'istian graces, and form within 
them that giandest of all things, a perfect Chiia- 
tian chai'acter. 

Now the question comes, how shall this work 
be done t How awaken and cultivate the spirit- 
ual life ? In considering this we care not to dis- 
cuss the many ways in which men have sought to 
do this work. We shall notice what we take to 
be the best way. This is simply the way of 
Christ and the apostles. This we regard as the 
Divine way. It is easy of application, adapted 
to all conditions of human depravit)' and need ; 
alike the way for the wise and the ignorant, the 
great and small, the old and young. It is the 
faithful use of the means ordained by our great 
Leader and his apostles. 

Fu'st among these is the Church ; which is a 
close fraternal organization for mutual care and 
help. It is the organized family of God — the 
fraternity of saints, the company of the redeemed, 
the spiritual Zion, the school of disciples for in- 
struction, discipline, cncoui-agement and practice. 
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No other phrase expresses so completely my idea 
of the Church, as the school of Christ He is 
master, teacher, head of every man in the church. 
His Gospel is the law ; his precepts are the les- 
sons ; his love is the spirit ; his life is the exam- 
ple ; his character is the inspiring end of all 
attamments. It is the spiritual union of kindred 
souls who are seeking to build up his kingdom 
within them. The development of the spiritual 
life is the one central aim of the true Church. 
It is organized upon spiritual aflSnities. It aims 
to bind men by spiritual ties. It appeals con- 
stantly to whatever of spiritual there is in them. 
It incites by a thousand holy considerations to 
spiritual communion, and urges ever the great 
themes of spiritual and eternal life. The things 
of the spirit are its things. The unseen but po- 
tent realities of the spirit-life are ever open to it. 
Immortality embosoms it in its substantial facts 
and glories. It is overarched and hung around 
with a spiritual infinity in which God is the all- 
pervading Spirit. The Church, therefore, is the 
proper garden of spiritual life, the common home 
of Christians, the place to which all believers in 
Christ should come for instruction, culture and 
growth With its arms of.infinite love wide open, 
it invites all to come into its embraces. " The 
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Spirit and the Bride say come. And let him that 
heareth say come. And let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely." 

This is the Church ; and whatever sect would 
be thoroughly Chiistian, would do the great work 
of a Christian sect, and fully evangelize its peo- 
ple, must found it in their hearts. They must 
be united with it ; love it ; cherish its heavenly 
spirit ; use its aids to help them on in the Chi'is- 
tian course. They must propose to themselves 
the Chorch aa their school for the pursuit of 
spiritual science ; aye, they must look to it as 
their " holy of holies," in which to serve the 
Lord and bless their own souls. They must not 
be satisfied with individual faith and isolated life. 
They must be banded together in spiritual fellow- 
ship and love. They must incite each other to 
their best efforts and noblest works, and thus 
show the world that they are Christians by loving 
Christ and honoring his Church. How much 
love of Christ is there in souls that scorn his 
Cliurch, in men who repudiate the idea of ever 
joining his Church, in adherents to a faitli who 
have no fellowship with the spiritual life of the 
Church? 

In the great work of evangelizing the world. 
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the Church is the great instrumentality. It is the 
organized army of salvation. And with the true 
faith of Christ it is mighty to the pulling down 
of the strongholds of the enemy. If all the ad- 
herents to the true faith were self-marshalled in 
the army of redemption, how mighty would be 
their influence upon the world! Then, by the 
imion of their forces, they would have power. 
Their weight would be felt. Their truth would 
have authority. They would command the re- 
spect of the world, and rapidly win souls to 
Christ. They would conquer the stoutest enmity, 
and disarm the vilest prejudice. Armed with 
the Gospel of eternal love, they would go forth, 
conquering and to conquer, till the rough places 
should* be made smooth, and the desert earth 
blossom as the rose. 

Unhappily the liberal sects have been remiss 
in their Church regulations. Too little have they 
honored the Church. Therefore too little growth 
have they given to the spiritual life. They have 
been numbered with the people of the world, and 
they have been too weU satisfied with this esti- 
mate of their spiritual worth. They have seemed 
to be content with being regarded as outsiders. 
They have not yet sujficiently estimated the im- 
portance of securing a Christian standing among 
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those who bear the Christian name ; nor have 
they labored with becoming zeal for a Christian 
character. They have not fully improved their 
grand opportunities, nor comprehended properly 
their fii'st and greatest duty. They ha\c secured 
more numbers than sti'cngth, more heads than 
hearts, more men than spuitual lives. 

The power of a sect lies in the sphitiial force 
it possesses ; one great, earnest, sphitual soul, 
has more weight than a multitude destitute of le- 
ligious Ufc. 1 trust we are coming to rcaUze this 
fact, and that oui* labors hereafter will be more 
in the diicction of spiritual life, I shall be glad 
in the day when to become a Universalist in 
faith, shall be understood as bnnging \vith it the 
obligation to be sphitually minded and to bo uni- 
ted witb the Chm'ch. It has been almost so that 
to be a Universalist was to relieve one from all 
Church obligations ; and embracing the faith was 
held as no distmct intimation of any relation to 
the Church. The time has been when with mul- 
titudes of oui' believers the Church was regai'ded 
an orthodox establishment, and they would have 
nothing to do with it. This state of things grew 
out of the deshe to spread om- faith, to plant it 
on the ruins of every religious error, to carry it 
by force of argument to every mind, to sound it 
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everywhere as the ^oice of peace and the hope 
of heaven. The thought was not to build up a 
Church and cultivate spiritual life, so much as to 
quiet human fears and awaken human hopes. It 
was the almost necessary extreme to which the 
Orthodox Church, by its undevout and irrational 
doctrine, drove our early believers. The world 
was trembling on the brink of an imagmed per- 
dition. The gates of heaven were closed to all 
but a favored few. Even innocent infants were 
doomed to eternal agony. The Gospel was 
robbed of its lovmg Saviour, and an angry God, 
with a malicious devil for his eternal scoui^e, 
substituted in his stead. Salvation had become 
a hazardous game, played at dangerous odds 
with gods and devils. Our early Universalists 
saw this, and labored chiefly to set the world 
right in its doctrinal relations. They did a glo- 
rious work, and ever be their memories honored 
for their brave and noble statements of heaven's 
truths ; but they left much work undone. They 
announced first principles; but too often forgot 
to " go on to perfection." They laid a grand 
foundation, or showed the " foundation that is 
laid, even Jesus Christ ; " but, in their zeal for 
the foundation, too often neglected to build there- 
on the graceful superstructure of a spiritual 



SPIHITnAL LIFE ASD ITS DEVELOPMENT. 73 

Church. Many of them practically forgot that 
there was anything more to preach or believe 
than that God ^vill have " all men to be saved." 
Deeply do I honor the fathers of Universalism 
in America, and our succeeding miaistry. Their 
names are precious household words to my soul. 
But in their noble zeal in one direction they com- 
mitted an error of omission in another, which 
convinced many of our people, as well as others, 
that we had little or notliing to do with a Church 
— no Christian life to live — no salvation to work 
out The grand aim of Christianity was partially 
obscured, and spiritual life languished all over 
our Xion. Happily that day is passing away ; 
the Church is gi'OAving up in our midst, and put- 
ting on her beautiful gai-ments, — is adorning her- 
self as a bride for her husband, Oiu: venerated 
fathers that are yet among us in the earth are 
leading their childi-en to her altar. Their voice 
is as from one who has seen the Lord, calling 
men to the kingdom of eternal life. The Lord 
be with them, and make their light clearer and 
stronger as they near the gate of the celestial 
city. 

MTiat we want now is a clear setting forth 
from all our pulpits and presses of the relations of 
our faith to our Church, and the obligations rest- 
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ing upon all our believers to cultivate the spirit- 
ual life, and show forth their Christian faith ia 
their Christian works. Our whole body wants 
spiritualizing. We need the renewing influence 
of a shower of grace. And I believe it is coming. 
The signs are propitious. A deep sense of spirit- 
ual want is felt among us. We begin to feel 
" poor in spirit," and the promise of the kingdom 
is to such. The great prayer-cry from all our 
hearts is, " Lord, give us more spiritual life.** 
The feeling is becoming iatense in many hearts, 
that we must awake to newness of life or perish ; 
that our ministers and people throughout our 
whole Zion must meet God's demands for Chris- 
tian life in the spirit, or the kingdom so auspi- 
ciously offered us will be taken from us and given 
to others more worthy to receive it. Our best 
spirits are perceiving the truth that denomina- 
tions as well as iadividuals are successful in the 
Christian work just in proportion to the degree 
of spiritual life they possess. It is not so much 
the amount of truth they possess as the fulness 
of the inward life they live, that gives them 
power to exorcise evil and save the souls of men. 
He only can cast out evils in whose soul flows 
richly the tides of eternal life. Therefore our 
denomination, which has seemed to have the 
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office of leadership in the great work of evangel- 
izing the world, must have in actual possession 
the credentials of the Spirit which make and 
prove it worthy of such a position, if it would go 
forth the daughter of light on its great mission 
of love. 

The future is before the world. Humanity ia 
sick aud suffering, though showing signs of con- 
valescence. It is a period of infinite importance 
in the Christian era. The old church is greatly 
shattered. It has imbibed a deadly infusion of 
error from its long contact with Paganism and 
the material world. I^ike the Jcmsh Church at 
Christ's advent, it has done its best work, and is 
in the evening of its usefulness. God seems 
looking about for a people worthy to take up the 
work of his kingdom where the old church is 
leading it, and carry it on to its final and univer- 
sal triumph. His eye seems to have rested upon 
ns by the marvellous success that attended our 
early evangelists, and the evident tokens of favor 
bestowed upon them. But now he has given ua 
clear intimations that we must be equal to the 
work in spiritual vigor : that as a body we must 
be thoro\ighly animated with the life of Christ ; 
that we must not only be indoctrinated with the 
truth, but vitalized with the principles of the 
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Gospel, or he must look for another people on 
whom to confer this glorious commission. I feel 
that I am uttering the voice of God to our peo- 
ple when I say that if we make ourselves equal 
to our opportunities in spiritual worthiness, the 
grandest work that has ever been given to any 
Church awaits the acceptance of our hands. 

Ii^ this age of marvellous intellectual activity, 
when knowledge is running to and fro, when 
learning is becoming universal, when science is 
triumphing in every quarter, when art is becom- 
ing magical, the marvels of psychology are re- 
vealed in daily facts, and the imseen realm seems 
ready to open its gate of mystery, — ^we stand at 
the portal of the future, ready to be crowned at 
the Lord's hands as Zion's deliverers, if we show 
ourselves equal in life and largeness of spirit to 
the work to be done. Shall we make ready to 
lead the coming world to the gates of life ? Shall 
we grow to the stature of perfect men and women 
in Christ Jesus,^that in doctrine and life our light 
may shine for the deliverance of men. Not by 
sectarian love, not by narrow conceptions of posi- 
tion and duty, not by meagre attainments in the 
school of Christ, shall .we be fitted to fill the place 
that awaits us. We must be prepared to go for- 
ward and do our whole duty, meeting like earn- 
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est, prepared men, the developments and exigen- 
cies of the times and ages, or we shall fall back 
and be lost among the hosts of those who shall 
come after. We must not fossilize, but grow. 
We must not concentrate, but expand. We must 
not be chained to the past, but press forward to 
the future. We must not subscribe to a creed, 
but crave all truth. We must not be satisfied 
with being a sect, but must meditate the redemp- 
tion of the world. Our love must be like our 
faith, broad as the moral universe. We must 
sec no obstacles which, under God, may not be 
removed, and no heights of excellence which 
widi his grace, wc may not hope to reach. Our 
feith makes no provision for a faUui-e in God's 
plans of wisdom and grace, neither shoidd we in 
the Christian work to which we are called. In 
prosecuting this work, the Church is the first 
great instrumentality. Its bonds of love, its les- 
sons of piet}', its sanctuary services, its social 
sanctities, its holy guardianship, its spiritualizing 
influences, its steady appeals to the things of the 
spirit, its oi^^anized spiritual force, make it the 
gate of heaven to the pious sold. 

Among the insti-umentalities of the Church, 
may be mentioned the ministry. The Church ap- 
points and ordains its ministers, so that the work 
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of the ministry is the work of the Church. Its 
ministers are its messengers. Their teachings, 
spirit and life, express the sentiments and charac- 
ter of the Church. Though instruments of the 
Church, they hold the sceptre of its power and 
the keys of its kingdom. Speaking with author- 
ity, they give tone and character to the Church. 
They are its light, shedding the complexion of 
their own radiance upon the whole household of 
faith. The Church is, therefore, in a great meas- 
sure what the ministry make it. The spiritual 
condition of the Church is very much that of its 
ministers. The teacher moulds the pupils ; the 
minister gives his own characteristic spirituality 
to the people. The deficiencies of a Church, 
therefore, are to be set down against its minis- 
ters in a large degree. Pious ministers make 
pious people. Ministers of large spiritual force 
make their people feel it as sensibly as the earth 
feels the sun-warmth. The rule is, that the peo- 
ple of every Church take their faith and religious 
life largely from its ministers. If our people, 
therefore, lack piety, who is chiefly to blame? 
If they are not spiritually-minded, do not love 
the sanctuary, the ordinances of religion, prayer, 
praise, devotional exercises, the peculiar offices 
and employments of the Christian, whom shall 
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we call to account for their religious apathy? 
For much spiritual deadness, and many deficien- 
cies of Christian character, may we not find an 
explanation in the deficiencies of those who have 
been their sphitual guides 1 

Brethren in the ministry, may I say what is 
most within me on this subject ? I feel that it ia 
of immense importance ; that the whole future of 
our denomination, of all liberal sects, and perhaps 
of the Christian world, depends not a little upon 
the character of our ministry. What Luther 
was to the Protestant Church, our ministry is to 
the Christian Church of the future. I have no 
fears for its intcUectnal ability, its scholarship 
and iearuing. Our Colleges and Seminaiies, 
with the urgent intellectuality of the age, will 
keep it up to its requirements in this respect. .1 
doubt not but hi the futiure, as in the past, it will 
be manly, outspoken, independent, and generous, 
earnest in philanthi'opy and reform ; and that it 
will raise many eloquent and powerful voices in 
behalf of oppressed and suflering humanity. I 
feel Biu-e it will be in the front rank of noble men 
on every question and work of education, virtue, 
and improvement. I fear no sycophancy and cow- 
ardliness, no corruption of private morals or pub- 
lic teaching. But I have fears, whether well 
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grounded or not, that our standard of spirxtual- 
mindedness will not be high enough ; that we 
shall not sufficiently value humility, meekness, 
piety, patience, love of Christ and reverence for 
God ; that the elements of spirituality and god- 
liness will not enter largely enough into our 
spiritual character ; that we shall not sway men 
enough by heavenly influences, and approach 
them on the heavenly side of their nature. There 
are many ways to reach the citadel of a man's 
heart, but one door that enters from the heavenly 
side. That is the door for the minister to find ; 
and he that entereth by any other door, " the 
same is a thief and a robber." I fear that the 
roots of our ministerial piety will not reach 
enough into the closet and the home circle, to 
blossom in the daily life in their fullest beauty ; 
that the spirit that daily flows out from our min- 
istry will not be sufficiently devout and religiously 
affectionate to win our fellow-men wholly into 
the kingdom of heaven. I would not have a 
puling sentimentality in the place of an active 
state of devotion. I would not have a shrouded 
face and a sepulchral voice instead of a cheerful 
expression of heartfelt godliness. As we are set 
for the defence of the Gospel of peace and good 
will in a time when the world has fallen into 
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feai-ful errors and heresies, it becomes us to let 
in the full blaze of a hopeful, heavenly piety, 
glad as the Bunshine, sweet as the breath of 
morning, upon the cold, doubting hearts of men ; 
and this we cannot do except it dwell in our own 
hearts. We cannot give what we do not possess. 
We cannot save sinners imless we oui-selves are 
saved. 

Yet, with all these fears, I have hope. I feel 
that our ministry is blessed, and always has been, 
with some of the most devout and spiritual-mind- 
ed men. And I believe this number is iucreas- 
ing. I feel sure that the less religious will either 
grow in grace or quietly leave the field, while 
the deeply earnest in piety will come rapidly to 
fill their places. If I were a prophet, I should 
be moved to say that the time will soon come 
when fervent piety will be the first requisite for 
a Universalist minister, and our Churches will 
not be satisfied with ministers in whom it is wanU 
ing. Perhaps that time has already come. God 
be praised, if it has. 

The spirit moves me to speak of the ordinances 
of the Church, but time admonishes me to be 
brief. 

I wiU not stop to make arguments, but simply 
to say, that I am fuUy satisfied that the ordi- 
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nances of the Church established by Christ and 
hi. apo.tte> have lost nothing of tieir spiritual 
simificancy and usefuhiess in their descent 
though the ages. They are now as fuU of vi- 
talizing spiritual force, when properly adminis- 
tered and received, as when first ordained to 
cultivate the graces of the spirit in the primitive 
Church of the blessed Redeemer. Aye, more. 
They bring with them the fragrance of many a 
soul blossomed into eternal life by their spiritu- 
alizing instrumentalities. The blessings of mil- 
lions of redeemed souls descend to us through 
these ordinances. Since the baptism of Christ 
and the Last Supper, and the blessings of little 
children, what coimtless thousands have given 
glory to God through these symbols of regenera- 
tion and love. Yes, their spiritual meaning is 
increasing with every age through which they 
pass, and with every victory won by their hal- 
lowing aid. They come to us now as the bene- 
diction of the Christian ages — as the echo of the 
song of universal redemption. No means which 
we can adopt will appeal so directly and power- 
fully to our spiritual nature, or awaken more 
readily our spiritual affections. They whisper 
of our Great High Priest. They keep us think- 
ing of our dear eternal home and of the beloved 
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ones gone before. They lift us sweetly into the 
Divine Presence, and quicken all onr desires to 
wear his likeness in onr spirits. They entice us 
away from the world, and win pledges in our 
souls to dedicate our hearts and Uves to the cause 
of our Master. Used with their evident intention 
they move the soid to many holy emotions, and 
help it to rise and soar. 

We may use many other means ; we may each 
adopt ways and means for himself ; but, where 
rightly accepted, no fonn of words, no ritual ser- 
vice, no moods of thought we can command, will 
give us more realizing impressions of spiritual 
things. 

Therefore, in conclusion, let me say to all of 
our precious faith hese assembled, or whom my 
words may reach, our fiist spnitual interest is 
with ourselves. Faith, duty, religion, are per- 
sonal matters. The blessings and joys of salva- 
tion are for individual experience. The knowl- 
edge and glory of the heavenly kingdom come to 
each soul in proportion to its spiritual receptivi- 
ty. We have need to experience the spiiitual 
life mthin us, and be affiliated with the redeemed 
of the Christian Church, to be united with Christ 
in love and likeness, to be linked with our heav- 
enly Father m fihal devotion, and to be filled 
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with the great love and joy of the Gospel faith. 
And in this holy, happy frame of mind, we have 
need to grow. Eternal growth and progress in 
divine things are before us. Eye hath not seen 
nor ear heard the future outcome of spirits in 
the consecrated life of the Master's kingdom. 
With heaven for our home, angels for our com- 
panions, and Christ for our teacher, we may 
hope for joys enough, for wisdom, virtue, love 
ever increasing, for life resplendent with celestial 
light, and beiug immortal triumphing ever in the 
sublime attainments of spiritual and eternal pro- 
gress. 

But while thus devoted to and rejoicing in our 
own interests, we are charged with a holy errand 
to our fellow men. We aye to open to them the 
privileges we enjoy ; to share with them the bles- 
sings of our precious faith ; to herald its glorious 
doctrines to all people, and urge its hallowed 
hopes upon all the sorrowing and troubled chil- 
dren of hiunanity. In the spirit of Christian 
peace we are to press men from the highways 
and by-ways of earth to come into our Master's 
feast of truth and flow of love, that in the end 
the riches of the divine kingdom may be enjoyed 
by a redeemed world, and the Church of the risen 
Saviour rejoice in a complete triiunph over all 
error and sin. 



But in onr labais far &e world, we should be 
under the leadezship of ChrisL We should work 
to build xcp his Church as a heaTenhr stnictare 
on eaitbly gnnmd. Our best way to benefit oar 
fellow men, to serve our countrr, and to bmld 
«»nnueidB of beneficence for 'posterity is to 
stiengliien and enlarge the Church of Christ. If 
we would reform mankind of itB cning erils, if 
we would unfurl Hie bann^ of true freedom, if 
we would hasten human prepress* equalize hu- 
man good, redeem the nations and bless &e world 
widi a troly enlightened and beneficent dyiliza- 
tion, we can best do it and only do it, by the in- 
strumentality of Hie Christian Church. Spedal 
reforms may haTe their uses, but they are all 
secxmdaxy to tibe grand moTements of the true 
Churdi of Christ Human govemments are im- 
portant. The surgings and commotions of states 
and nations, the uprisings of popular thought, 
the tidal ebbs and flows of sectional interests, the 
lights and hopes of classes, the collisions and 
struggles of castes, the aspirations of civil lead- 
ers, the claims of aspiring theories and newborn 
isms and ologies^ may claim our attention and need 
our judgment ; but the vital interests of them all, 
the siun total of all their good, is embraced by 
the religion of Christ This should hare our 
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heart. From this we should not be enticed away 
by any speciality of theory or reform. The true 
Christian Church is above everything else the 
means of human good. In laboring for this, we 
labor for humanity. WhUe this prospers, the 
world will move onward and upward. Be our 
labor given to make ours the true Church, ac- 
ceptable to our great Leader — the temple of the 
Holy Spirit ; and as we labor in love and hope 
for its upbuilding, may we with the eye of faith 
see the sects and states and nations, the schools 
and parties and races of our fellow-men, coming 
in from all communities and countries, to swell 
the number and power of the Christian hosts, 
until all creatures ia heaven and in earth shall 
be reconciled to God, live the life of the Spirit, 
and give blessing and honor and glory and 
power to God and the Lamb — the Father and 
the Son, forever and ever. Amen. 




Oke of the forms under wMch God was wor- 
shipped in ancient times, was that of t\vo right 
hands joined in a grip. And the name bestowed 
on this symbol was Fides, from which comes our 
word fidelity. And the virtue thus represented, 
has always been held in the highest esteem among 
men. It is essential in every relation of life, and 
underhcs the whole superstructure of domestic 
and social happiness. Every individual has du- 
ties of some kind to perform, and eveiy duty re- 
quires fidelity in its performance. As a master, 
the wants and demands of the servant should be 
faithfully met. As a servant, the stipulated labor 
flhould bo faithfully performed. Law, medicine, 
merchandise, indeed, every occupation in life re- 
quires the exercise of this virtue. But most of 
all is it required in the minister. His office has 
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to do with the highest iaterests of men. He must 
instruct the ignorant in reUgious truths — he must 
warn and exhort the vicious — and he must en- 
deavor to lead all to God, and the practice of ho- 
liness. His place is no sinecure, but one of con- 
stant labor. And frightful are the evils which 
grow out of his negligence or wrong. There 
have been imfaithful ministers in the Church, and 
O how much has the cause of Christ suffered 

from it ! And so there were false prophets in 

• 

the days of Jeremiah, men who thrust themselves 
into the sacred of&ce uncalled of God, and who 
sought their own interests instead of the good of 
the people*. These men, true to the character of 
unfaithful ministers in all religions, and in all 
ages, instead of teaching the word of God, de- 
livered their own dreams and fancies ; instead of 
reproving wrong, and seeking the reformation of 
evil-doers, sought to paUiate these wrongs, and to 
please their hearers by promising them peace in 
sin. Such characters are reproved in the connec- 
tion, the true line of duty is pointed out, and our 
text introduced to show the superiority of the di- 
vine communications, over those of the self-con- 
stituted prophets. The divine teachings was 
wheat, the dreams of the false prophets chaff. 
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I propose in this discourse, to apply the text 
to various matters, which seem to come within its 
range, without doing violence to the same. 

But first, a few words on the language in its 
literal application. The chaff you know is the 
external covering of the wheat. It is of no value 
in itself, but it serves a useful purpose in the de- 
relopment and protection of the grain, until it is 
fully matured, and ready for use. It is then sep- 
arated from it and thrown away. The chaff is 
lighter than tlie wheat, and is of a different sub- 
stance. The latter is one of the most useful arti- 
cles for food, affording sustenance to the body, 
and pleasui'e to the taste ; the fomier is not good 
to eat. In a word, the wheat is useful and nec- 
"essary as food, tlie chaff, as such is worthless ; 
but as a means of development is useful. Such 
is the chaff to the wheat. And the analogy thus 
presented, we shaU endeavor to keep in view as 
:&r as necessary. 

1. And we shall first apply the text to the ex- 
ternals and internals of religion, AVliat are 
forms, rites, and ceremonies compared with in- 
ward piety, correct principles, and pure affection f 
Are they not as chaff to the wheat? All relig- 
ions, whether true or false, have their external 
ibnns, their ceremonies, or modes of worship. 
7 
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These differ widely in their nature and observ- 
ance, but have all one professed object, to assist 
the w^orshipper in his devotions. The ceremo- 
nies of most pagan religions, at least among those 
nations above barbarian, are magnificent and im- 
posing, calculated to enlist the imaginations of 
their votaries, and attach them firmly to their od- 
servance. The splendor of the rites of the Rom- 
ish Church, the gorgeous robes of its priests, the 
magnificent ornaments and vessels of its service, 
and the imposing show of its processions and pa- 
geants, are well known. The institutions of Moses 
were peculiarly ceremonial. Festivals, fasts, sac- 
rifices, and other rites were abundant. Even the 
Gospel of Christ has its ordinances, its baptisms, 
and suppers. This universal prevalence of re- 
ligious forms may well assure us that they serve 
some good end. And if we look at the weakness 
and imperfection of human nature, we shall readi- 
ly see how these externals may be made to assist 
in developing the internal or spiritual nature. 
The mass of minds have not that elevation, which 
places them above the influence of these forms 
which appeal to the senses. Hence they are af- 
fected by them, and their emotions may be con- 
trolled through them. 

But though I jadmit that ceremonies are not ab- 
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solutely useless, stQl, I do not wish to be under- 
stood as approving, much less advocating, all the 
forms which men may invent, even when impos- 
ing and popular, and sanctioned by many of the 
learned and pious. The ordinances of God's 
house, being established by infinite wisdom, and 
adapted to the nature of man, are binding on all 
his people ; and must be such as will edify and 
benefit those who observe them. All others are 
useless, if nothing more ; and they are not obli- 
gatory, and cannot be essential to the Christian, 
the man of spiritual mind, and true religious feel- 
ing. And in all ceremonies there is this danger, 
that we are apt to rest in them ; we are in dan- 
ger of forgetting the substantial good intended, 
and remaining content with the outward observ- 
ance. And to do this, ia to prefer the chaff to 
the wheat. 

True religion consists in the entire conformity 
of our moral being to the will and character of 
God. Or, it consists in purity of heart, and sin- 
cere affection towards God and man. This is the 
great object to be sought. To produce this, the 
Bible was given — and to seciure this, the Saviour 
died. AU our religious observances which tend 
to produce this, are advantageous ; all others are 
not If we have this, the other is of little impor- 
tance. This is the wheat, all else is but chaff. 
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This position is amply recognized in the Scrip- 
tures. Said Jesus to the Pharisees, " Go and 
learn what this meaneth, I will have mercy and 
not sacrifice." And not imfrequently did he re- 
prove them because they rested in the outward 
observances to the neglect of spiritual culture; 
they paid tithes, were circimicised, and observed 
the ritual law, but neglected the weightier mat- 
ters, truth, justice, and mercy. Even before 
Christ, the prophets spoke of the uselessness of 
ceremonials compared with internal purity, urg- 
ing men to " offer unto the Lord thanksgiving," 
as more acceptable than bulls and goats. " What 
doth the Lord require of thee but to do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with thy Grod ? " 
said one of them. Ceremonies may be well in 
their place, but after all they are but the chaff to 
the wheat. 

2. We shall apply the text to professions and 
practice. The profession of religion is but as 
chaff to the wheat compared with its possession 
and practice. We have already seen that religion 
is a spiritual condition, not an outward observ- 
ance. And it is to be regretted that this is not 
more generally remembered ; for, one of the evils 
from which the cause of Christ has suffered, has 
been the presence of merely nominal professors 
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in the Church. They assume the name of Chiist 
— they profess to be his disciples — they , are 
punctual at the sanctuary, and hi all the exter- 
nals of worship, but ai'e wanting in true religion. 
Love to God and man is something of which they 
are ignorant. They have the form of godliness. 
but they have never felt its power ; they wear the 
badge of Christ, but are wanting in his spirit 
They are ready to cry, " Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name," but they are not of those 
who do the will of the heavenly Father. They 
offer prayer in the assembly — they scrupulously 
observe the Sabbath — and are noted in the eye 
of the world for the externals of piety ; but puri- 
ty of heart, honesty in the business affahs of life, 
benevolence to the poor and afficted, these are 
not in the catalogue of their virtues. To neglect 
the utterance of words of prayer with them is a 
horrible crime, but to take the advantage of a 
neighbor in ti-ade, is but a trivial thing. They 
are mere formalists, and lack the spuit of right- 
eousness. Now the professions of these men ai'e 
well. Christ commands us to confess him before 
men. The forms of prayer, an observance of the 
Sabbath, punctuality at the sanctuary, all these 
are right, are virtues we cannot too strongly urge 
on your obsen'ance. Every man should exhibit 
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the form of godliness, even if he does lack its 
spirit. I commend all these to you as highly im- 
portant. But these are not all. They are not 
the most important. They ai'e the chaff to the 
wheat. The true grain which is to support life, 
is "ivithtn these. Spiritual affections — deeds of 
justice and kindness — these are the realities, the 
sustenance we should seek. Prayers and Sab- 
baths, and Church-going may seiTe to promote 
spiritual growth ; they may protect the soul from 
injuries — from surrounding circumstances, but 
they are only means, not ends. To rest in them, 
to be content with them, to attempt to feed on 
them, is to prefer the chaff to the wheat, 

3. Our text may be applied to the Scriptures 
compared with all other sources of religious truth. 
The word of God is wheat, substantial food, the 
bread of life which came down from heaven. As 
God's revelation to the world, it is exactly adapt- 
ed to human wants ; it meets and satisfies the'ne- 
cessities of our moral natures. It reveals to us 
truths of which we were otherwise ignorant, vital 
to our welfare. Here — God is made known in 
all the fulness of his glorious perfection, as the 
Friend and Father of mankind. Here, Jesus ia 
revealed as the Saviour of the world. Here, the 
destiny of our race, our immortal state of holiness 
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and joy is made known. Here, we have a clear 
view of our duty to God and man enforced by 
such considerations as are calculated to lead us to 
obedience. It is an unfailing store-house of the 
choicest provision for the spiritual appetite. Com- 
pared with this, all other soiirces of religious 
truth are as chaff. 

What is human reason ? It is an eye without 
light. Strong and clear it may be, and perfectly 
adapted to the piu'poscs of vision, but still it sees 
not, for the want of a medium. The Bible ap- 
peals to oiu: reason — we must use that to appre- 
heud and believe what is revealed, but to put rea- 
son in the place of God's word, is to prefer the 
chaff to the wheat. Reason is a glorious power, 
one which deserves our serious regard, but what 
can it accomplish unaided ? The savage tiibea 
have it, and what has it done for them t la the 
cannibalism of the South Sea Islands to be re- 
garded as one of its triumphs ? Or the cruel and 
disgusting rites of the howlmg Dervishes 1 Or 
the human sacrifices of the ancient Brittous and 
Mexicans ? Or will you look to more pohshed 
lands 1 

The proudest triumphs of human learning, the 
brightest discoveries of science, the most profound 
iresearches of philosophy are but chaff compared 
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with a divine revelation. All these have to do 
wifli the material. Their data is earthly. The 
reason that iiields Ijiem is human. How then 
can we expect from diem a development of the 
di\ine, the heavenlv, the immortal ! The earth 
may he analyzed, the stars may be explored, the 
finite may be measured, but the spiritual and ce- 
lestial lie without the range of human observa- 
tion. Nothing short of a revelation can make 
them known to the world, in such form that we 
can understand and realize tiiem. Do you doubt 
that this is so ? Then where does the history of the 
world present us a different result ? Human rea- 
son was as strong, the light of nature was as vivid, 
and the phenomena of existence as palpable to 
the Egyptians as to those of a later day. Her 
excellence in the arts and sciences, and all the 
material forms of civilization, are acknowledged. 
She is called the "mother of Jeaming." Yet 
with all these advantages was she able to reach 
moral truth ? Look to her people worshipping 
their thousands of gods, animate and inanimate, 
the sun and moon, bulls and dogs, serpents and 
crocodiles, leeks and onions; and these the boast- 
ed fruits you would give us as the result of human 
research ? But perhaps as the ages pass along, 
a higher result is developed. Look then to 
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Greece. She is the hoast of all antiquity. Her 
philosophers are honored, and her productions 
are glorified. Do her thirtj; thousand gods, and 
their obscene rites engage our admiration ? Is 
that superstition which builds an altar to an un- 
known God, that depra\itj^ which deifies human 
passion, that obscenitj' wliich worships debauche- 
ry, a worthy model for our practice ? .Ire ^'enus, 
the goddess of lust, Bacchus, the god of drunken- 
ness, Mercury, the god of theft, — are these the 
objects we would have substituted for the God of 
the Bible ? Such are the gods of human reason ! 
Why are they not now adored as they once were ? 
Simply and only because divine revelation has 
enlightened our souls, has presented us a more 
worthy object of worship. Season is a choice 
gift. Science and philosophy are noble result* 
of its exercise. The light of nature is worthy of 
our profound regard. AQ these are well; in their 
place are of high estimation ; but put iu place of 
the Bible, they are worthless. Compared with it 
they are as the chaff to the wheat. 

4- Again, our text may be apjilied to the dog- 
mas and creeds of men, compared with the Gos- 
pel, ITiere is a disposition m all muids to gene- 
ralize, — to reduce facts and opiuionK to Kpccific 
statements. This is well, and uideed is necoesa- 
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ry. The grasp of the mind is limited, and it is 
necessary to throw aside a useless matter, and re- 
duce our knowledge^ to the smallest possible com- 
pass, so as to make it most available for our own 
use, and most easy to impart to others. A creed 
is but a statement of religious belief. And cer 
tainly there is no WTong or evil in reducing our 
opinions to definite statements. Still it must be 
confessed that no such statement can equal the 
Bible, or can supersede those of the inspired pen- 
men. But there is one evil in creeds. When 
written by the leaders of sects, or by men of emi- 
nent abilities, or adopted by councils and assem- 
blies, they are liable, nay, they generally are made 
authoritative standards of truth. From them the 
Church must not depart, and to them all must 
subscribe in order to obtain admission. In them, 
ministers are educated, and by them must their 
teachings be regulated. To believe otherwise 
than they prescribe, is heresy, and subjects them 
to excommunication, and to denunciations of the 
divine displeasure. The Articles of Religion of 
the Methodist Church, are declared by the Book 
of Discipline, to be imalterable. And the Profes- 
sors of the Andover Institution, are required to 
swear allegiance to the Confession of Faith every 
fi.ve years. Under this state of things, liberty of 
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opinion, and freedom of thought are impossible. 
Stereot>-ped dogmas must be found in the Bible, 
the Shibboleths of party must be correctly pro- 
nounced, or the minister loses bis pulpit, and the 
layman his scat in the Church. The protestant 
maxim that the Bible is the religion of Protestants, 
is disregarded, and men are tried by a new and 
inferior standard — the creeds of the Chuixhes. 
He who subscribes to these is orthodox ; he who 
does not, let his faith in Christ, and his practice 
be what they may, is heterodox. Is not this 
choice of creeds in ])refcrence to the Gospel, like 
choosing the cbafF before the wheat ? 

And then for the matter of these creeds, the 
case is stUl worse. They teach the ti'inity — that 
there are three equal Gods, of separate persona 
and offices, yet constituting but one God. lliey 
teach that man is totally depraved in his nature, 
averse to all good, and inclined to all evil, and 
that not by his own actions, but by the fall of 
Adam ; and yet that he is therefore liable to an' 
infinite eWl. They teach that the only mode of 
escape from this evil, is by the vicarious suffer- 
ings of an innocent substitute, which substitute 
was the very and eternal God, who died to pla- 
cate his own wrath, and to reconcile himself to 
the world ! And they fiu"tber teach that not\vith- 
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standing this infinite and all-sufficient satisfaction 
to the demands of the law, yet its vengeance will 
be wreaked on untold millions of human souls, by 
consigning them to a state of endless and hopeless 
misery. And all this is presented to us as the 
perfection of the Divine wisdom ! — as a scheme 
of government worthy our highest admiration! 
Contrast with this the simple Gospel truths : One 
God, the Father of all ; Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, and Saviour of the world. The just and 
equitable punishment of every man for his own 
sin. And the final holiness and happiness of all 
God's human offspring ; and may we not exclaim, 
" What is the chaff to the wheat \ " 

Now I do not believe these erroneous dogmas 
and creeds are wholly useless. Storms and earth- 
quakes are destructive agencies, yet do they ac- 
complish beneficent ends. Folly, and passion, 
and sin, have their mission to perform. And so 
false religions, under the providence of God, serve 
the general good. The religions of Pagandom 
are better than no religion, for they are expres- 
sions of the soul seeking after good. A corrupted 
Christianity is better than Paganism, for it con- 
tains more of truth, and furnishes tlie soul with 
better helps. But these are not so good as the 
true Gospel. They are but the chaff to the 
wheat. 
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5. But once more ; our text may be applied to 
the so called pleasures of life, compai'ed with the 
joys of true holiness. That there is enjoyment to 
be derived from the ordinary things of sense, is 
beyond dispute. We are possessed of an ani- 
mal nature, and the legitimate exercise of its 
Junctions affords pleasui-able sensations. Food 
and drink adapted to our taste give us gratifica- 
tion. • We have also social and domestic faculties; 
and intercoui-se with our friends and families pro- 
duces a lai'ge measure of enjoyment. God in his 
bounty has placed within our reach, happiness in 
a thousand forms. And it is neither wise nor 
right to disparage their worth. 

But while it is thus admitted that there is pleas- 
ure in the things^ in the world, it is certain that 
these are not oiu' highest good ; and that to rest 
in them regardless of higher enjoyments, is un- 
wise. The historj' of our race, and the nature of 
man alike testify that all such pleasiures are evan- 
escenL Let our energies be concentrated upon 
them, and they prove insufficient for our wants. 
Riches ai'e a blessing, if used pmdcntly, but to 
make the accumiJation of wealth our sole, or 
chief object, will prove their emptiness. The 
good opinion and applause of our fellow-men, is 
pleasant, but to make this our chief good; to di- 
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rect our energies, to shapen our thoughts, and tcy 
govern our actions, by no higher motive than to^ 
win the praise of men, will end in disappoint- 
ment. The amusement of life, balls, theatres, &c. 
may yield us gratification ; but if our thoughts and 
affections are engaged in these, and we live for 
them, we shall find them to be worthless and un- 
satisfying. And thus it is with all things that 
are of the earth, earthy. As long as we use them 
for their true purpose, they afford us enjoyment. 
But if we give them too large a place in our 
thoughts and affections, we shall find them empty 
and vain. 

And the reason of this is obvious. Man is not 
wholly animal. He has intellectual and moral 
powers, and these must be exercised also. They 
are the chief, the better part of the nature, hence 
must have the first consideration. He who lives 
to gratify the animal, to the neglect of the spirit- 
ual, is indeed unwise, for the measure of true en- 
joyment is in proportion to the elevation of its 
source. The brutish man may live and enjoy as 
the brute ; the intellectual man may enjoy the 
higher pleasures of the intellect ; while the spir- 
itual man, from the highest portion of his nature, 
wUl derive the highest enjoyment. The soul is 
not composed of earth, it is not destined to com- 
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its existence on earth, and hence it can 
never be satisfied with earthly pleasures. It must 
hold communion with God ; its faith and hopes 
must look beyond the tomb, into the rcg;ion8 of 
the immortal ; and its emplojinent must be ce- 
leatial, in order to its tme happiness. The joys 
of life please for the moment, but they soon pall 
upon the taste ; while the joys of the soul, pursu- 
ing the path of righteousness, ai'o unfaiUng in du- 
ration and freshness. The former is the chaff, 
the latter is the wheat. 

Such are some of the comparisons suggested 
by our text. And the general lessons they afford, 
you will appreciate, by the remarks already made. 
But by way of special application, permit me to 
observe — 

1. That it is your duty to use all diligence to 
discriminate between the chaff and the wheat. 
There are many marks of difference between 
them. They are of an entirely different sub- 
stance. Their use is also vastly different. And 
the one is much more valuable than the other. 
Still as they grow together, it requires both thresh- 
ing and winnowing in order to separate them. 
This labor must be performed before the grain can 
be properly prepared for bread. If the wheat 
and chaff be ground and mixed together, the 
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bread will be of a very inferior quality. Remem- 
ber that the chaff is without, and the wheat with- 
in. The chaff is the semblance, the wheat is the 
substance. In the professions and practice of 
others, in the sources of truth presented to our 
minds, in the means of enjoyment offered ; both 
in ourselves and in others, let us be observant, 
and careful to separate between the wheat and 
the chaff. 

2. Let me urge on you the propriety of choos- 
ing the wheat rather than the chaff. There is 
no need of this exhortation so far as the literal 
words are concerned. All persons acquainted 
with the subject, know the difference, and are 
ready to cast aside the one for the other. This 
is not the case in regard to the matters represent- 
ed. There are not a few more devoted to the 
externals than the internals of religion, contented 
with mere rites and ceremonies. And there are 
many also, who deem the profession of Christian- 
ity, and a careful attendance on the means of 
worship all sufficient. Many also are content 
with the light of nature, and the guidance of rea- 
son without the aid of revelation. Others esteem 
more highly their dogmas and creeds than the 
pure Gospel. While the mass of men, judged by 
their lives, prefer the pleasures of time and sense. 



WHEAT AND CHAFF CONTRASTED. 105 

to the nobler and more enduring joys of holiness. 
All these prefer the chaff to the wheat, and ren- 
der our exhortation useful and necessary. How 
is it with you ? On which do you prefer to feed ? 
Choose ye wisely in this, for " What is the chaff 
to the wheat ] saith the Lord." 

8 
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BY REV. W. W. KING, OF CmCAGO, ILL. 



** When Pilate saw that he could peevail kothing, but that 
rather a tumt7lt was made, he took water and washed his hands 
before the multitude, saying, i am innocent of the blood of this 
JUST PERSON : SEE YE TO IT." — Matthew xxvii. 24. 

Pilate is one of the representative men of his- 
tory. The class of which he was a type is not 

• 

yet extinct, but rather increasing. His principle 
of action is endorsed by thousands who strive to 
atone for private baseness by public profession ; 
by all, indeed, who surrender truth and honor 
and innocence to the demand of the unprincipled. 

I wish to see how far Pilate's excuse for the 
surrender of Christ to the mob, was valid, and 
honorable, and how much credit is to be given 
for his public protestation of innocence. 

If any of you, my hearers, have in a small or 
a large way, been the imitators of this man, I de- 
sire you to listen; for to you I wish to speak. 

Pilate knew he was doing a base thing, and 
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' 80 he strove to throw a retipGctable appearance 
around his deed. He wanted to appear conscien- 
tious; and you see the result. Such conscientious- 
ness killed Christ, and thousands more have thus 
been slain. Ilia very confession was his condem- 
nation. Had he behoved Jesus gmlty, and wor- 
thy of punishment, we could excuse his siurender 
of him to his foes. Had he been a bigoted and 
misguided Jew, believing that Chi'ist was a blas- 
phemer, and a dangerous man, an enemy to the 
pubhc weal, and a disturber of the public peace, 
he might have condemned hira, and scourged him, 
and given him up to be crucified, and yet hare 
acted in obedience to his honest convictions, and 
BO in some manner honorably. But he did not 
thus bcUeve. He respected and honored Christ, 
in his inmost heart. He knew that he was pure 
and upright ; he could find no fault in him to jus- 
tify his condemnation ; he was compelled to an- 
nounce his innocence to the multitude, and then 
he basely delivered him up, and with mock sin- 
cerity washed his hands before them alL as a pub- 
lic evidence that he was guiltless of his blood. 
Not one of all the characters preserved in the re- 
cords of the last hours of our Saviom''a humiha- 
tion and sorrow, is so black, so unrelieved by a 
single Ime of nobleness — not one of the angry 
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mob shouting, "crucify him, crucify him, hid 
blood be upon us and upon our children " — not 
one of those who pressed the thorns into hiff 
bleeding brow, or drove the reluctant nails through 
his hands and feet into the Cross, or tortured his 
thirsty lips, or mocked his dyiQg groans — not 
one of all these, so base, so heartless, so guilty, 
as this sleek, respectable, persuaded Pilate, giving 
up his Redeemer to be killed. For them, there 
was some excuse; for him, none. They were 
blinded as well as infuriated by their prejudices. 
They had no faith in Christ, but all faith in Mo- 
ses and the Law. They looked upon Christ as 
an artful heretic, a bold deceiver ; nay, more, as 
a blasphemer ; for he had said that he was greafc* 
er than the temple — greater than Solomon — 
that he was the Son of God, and had power on 
earth to forgive sins. Thus believing, they deem- 
ed him imfit to live, and so they slew him. But 
with Pilate all was cool, calculating, and murder- 
ous. There is Judas, the disciple, the bosom 
friend, the betrayer, seUing his Lord for a hand- 
ful of silver, base and heartless enough — greedy 
enough to make a sharp speculator any time — but 
he is worthy of much compassion and some re- 
spect, for he made all the atonement he could for 
his fault ; did what many converts in this age will 
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never do, carried back the money which was the 
price of his Bhame, and fell down and died, over- 
whelmed by his grief But PUate sold Jcsua to 
the mob — did it in a deliberate and pious man- 
ner, and kept the fi-uits of his bargain. He was 
not overtaken by some sudden and precipitate 
emergency, and under the apprehension which 
the clamorous crowd had excited, led to act tim- 
idly, hastily, and so, unmanly. No, it was all 
done with due deliberation and ample forethought. 
Good men unite for noble ends — bad men for 
base purposes, Herod and Pilate had long been 
enemies, office-seekers and office-holders, and so 
jealous of each other they could not be friends. 
That day they were vieing with each other to ob- 
tain popular favor by stiiving to accomplish the 
eame wicked purpose. So they had a pretended 
Battlement of their old difficiilties, shook hands, 
and sat down to consult upon the easiest method 
for killing Christ. Bad men despise and hate 
each other. There is no real friendship where 
there is no honor — but constant suspicion and 
fear, and therefore Imking hatred. Bad men 
arc led by selfishness to unite their counsels and 
efforts. Their union is maintained by an anxiety 
for self-preservation, by a fear of danger, by a 
cowardice bom of guilt, which is afraid to act 
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alone. So you may know when you see vile men 
professing much regard for each other, that some 
right is to be betrayed, some wrong committed, 
for they will not sleep till they drink the wine of 
violence. Knowing that, if we could have seen 
Pilate and Herod embracing each other, and sit- 
ting down to private consultation, we could have 
told what that cuddling meant, and could have 
seen at once what was to have become of Jesus. 
Pilate was an office-holder afraid of losing his 
place. The mob had power, had influence, and 
if ihey wanted to slay Christ he was ready to give 
biTn up. Pilate is not the only man whose name 
will corrupt and blot the page of history, and be 
gathered up in the final, and by no means mea- 
gre records of the world's baseness, as the betray- 
er of right and innocence for the sake of popular 
applause. Pilate is not the only office-holder 
who has sacrificed duty to expediency, ready to 
sell his honor, his coimtry, or his God, if he 
might thereby retain political power. Men 
enough there are who will do any thing base that 
the party demands, and like Pilate try to shirk 
individual responsibility, and charge their wick- 
edness to the crowd, and bid you hold the party 
responsible for their individual conduct. Mark 
another characteristic act of Pilate, and you may 
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remember some faithful repetitions of it in our 
land and time. 

It was a custom at this feast of the Passover, 
during which Christ was betrayed, and crucified, 
to liberate one prisoner to the people. Instead 
of liberating Jesus whom he knew to be innocent, 
he asks the multitude whether he shall release 
Christ or Barabbas, who was a murderer; and 
when they cry, " Barabbas," he frees him, and 
retains Jesus to be slain ; thus acquitting the 
guUty, and condemning the innocent. So he 
confTulted the mob rather than conscience ; and 
yielded to that instead of duty. It will not be 
pleasant to follow this striking analogy between 
ancient and modem officeholders and office-seek- 
ers farther. I think you will all be struck by 
the resemblance in flavor between the last fruit 
which has ripened on the last grown twig of this 
genealogical tree, and the seed from which it 
sprung. Tlie shame of Pilate's deed is augment- 
ed by the paltriness of the motive which prompt- 
ed him to commit it. Uc was not threatened by 
personal danger, nor driven to his conduct by 
personal fear. And then, if his safety were in 
peril, even if his life were in danger imless he 
yielded to the demand of the multitude, we shoidd 
still condemn his act as base, dishonorable and 
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wicked. There is no manliness in surrendering 
truth and innocence and right, whoever claims 
them. There is no manliness, save in the obedi- 
ence to truth and duty, no matter what that obe- 
dience may cost. There is heroism alone in a 
fearless maintenance of right when right is im* 
perriUed ; and the greater the peril the grander 
the heroism. It costs but little effort to be true and 
faithful to your conscience when all men stand 
ready to aid and applaud you. When it is fash- 
ionable, it does not require much moral courage to 
be just and honest But to hold steadfast in your 
loyalty to God and your own soul, when men are 
false and deceitful, and clamorous for evil, when 
favor and power are tempting you to sin, and 
threatening you with neglect and shame if you 
refuse, then it is, you want heart and courage to 
prove yourself a man. It does not need much 
power to float, when wind and tide befriend you, 
but to stem the fierce current, and at the same 
time face the drifting tempest, you want a strong 
arm and a dauntless heart. 

It needs no superabundance of virtue to release 
Christ when the people desire his freedom, but 
an unyielding honor to protect and befriend him, 
when the angry crowds are crying, " crucify him." 
It requires no lofty courage to ally yourself to the 
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rich the fashionable and the courted, but to take 
the poor, the neglected, the despised, the outcast, 
the slave by the hand, and say, " These are 
my brothers for whom I am willmg to do and 
die," — this demands some soul. It is no great 
thing to expose and condemn an unpopular cus- 
tom, for a coward may put his foot upon the neck 
of a disarmed and prostrate foe ; bat to walk up 
boldly to a fashionable vice, and, unsheathing the 
sword of ti'uth, say to its brazen-face, "In the 
name of God and all just things I command thee 
to bow," and, then with sturdy arm to strike 
through the triple coat of mail in which cuBtom 
and precedent have encased it, and cleave it down 
before its very worshippers ; this requhes a valor, 
0U9 Bphit. So in matters of religion, it costs but 
little effort to appear devoted, to make a public 
profession, and manifest a large zeal when the 
crowd goes that way, and it is exceedingly popu- 
lar to pray ; but in a faithless, prayerless, irrelig- 
ious time, when all sacred things are abandoned 
and derided, to keep the eye of faith undimmed- 
and the uplifted soul steadfast in the higher 
realms of trust, to cling to the hand of Heaven, 
when otliers let go and fall, this requires a cou- 
secrarion not foimd in a spasm, — the baptism of 
i divine power and sphit, not bom of a momenl- 
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ary spiritual convulsion. Alas, that in these 
times of religious enthusiasm there should be so 
many zealous and confident Peters, declaiming 
everywhere their readiness to follow Jesus unto 
d^ath, who in the first hour of real need, will de- 
sert and deny him ! We have learned to look 
for great characters in perilous times, when honor 
and nobleness were exceptional, and of no easy 
attainments. Pilate were he here amid these re- 
ligious movings, without any change of heart, 
would make an edifying public prayer, and be as 
sincere too, as such a nature would allow. You 
see what he did surrounded with quite different 
influences. To-day he would be an average 
Christian. Eighteen hundred years ago he sold 
Christ for the sake of office. I have said that 
his surrender of Jesus to the mob to be crucified, 
would have been all imworthy of a man of any 
honor of soul, even if his personal safety would 
have been endangered by refusal. Why do we 
think so reverently and honorably of the first dis- 
ciples ? Why do we think of the Apostolic age 
as the age of heroism? Because, in the presence 
of danger, with the memory of scourging and 
stripes, and stoning, and imprisonment, with 
bruised and mangled bodies, they would confess 
Christ, and say that they counted all loss as gain 
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for the sake of his dear name and cause. We 
call these Christian heroes because they said to 
tiieir persecutors when they threatened them with 
death : " You may torture and bum and destroy 
these bodies, but you cannot destroy tlie faith of 
our souls ; you may mutilate and kill, but this 
trust in Ileaven you cannot shake ; from this 
love of God you cannot separate us ; living it 
shall bless us — suffering it shall sustain us — dy- 
ing it shall enfold us, and bear us up to the 
bosom of the dear Father we so long to see." 
"To side with truth ia noble, when we share her wretched crust, 
Bre her cause bring fame or profit, and 'tis proaperoua to be ju«t 
Then it ia the brave mnn choosei, while the coward slauds aside, 
Doubting, in bis abject s])iiit, till liia Lord be crucified, 
And the multitude make virtue of the faith they once denied. 
For hamanity sweeps onward, where to-day tlie martyr standi, 
On the morrow crouches Judas, with the silver in his hands ; 
Fir in front the cross stands ready, and the cracklijig fagots bunt, 
And the hooting mob of yesterday in silent owe return, 
T» glean up the scattered anhcs into history's golden urn." 

It is a base thing to deny my friend, or to re- 
fuse to aid him in the hour of need, because I 
shall thereby place my own comfort or safety in 
peril. If an mnocent man is by my side and 
claims from me protection against the violence of 
those who would injure or destroy him, I shall 
heed his prayer, if I have heart enough to de- 
serve the name of a man. This is natural feeling 
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every where. Do we not call him a hero who 
rushed in the flaming dwelling to rescue the 
mother's child, and perished in the flames ? And 
do we not say that he nobly offered his life upon 
the altar of duty ? When those plain, human, 
sympathising men, manned the boat, and started to 
relieve their fellows who were struggling for life 
m the temptest, saying, « we wiU save them or 
share their fate," did we not feel that there was 
manly duty met by a heroie spirit ? And when 
they did go down with those they tried to rescue, 
into one common grave beneath the floods, did 
we not honor the sacrifice, and preserve then: 
memories as of those who redeem and ennoble 
human history ? I would have you all be true 
and constant to every just conviction ; to the no- 
blest conviction, most true, most constant. I 
would have you respect and love and obey God, 
and feel that to be the most sacred requirement 
of life, and so mainly strive to be loyal to that. I 
would have you who profess to love our cause, 
feel that when you sin, or refuse to be loyal to 
your faith, you surrender Christ, crucify your 
Lord afresh, and bring him to an open shame. 
What we want is fidelity to the truth we have, to 
the convictions we cherish. The living God has 
placed us here for a purpose we cannot fail to 
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perceive ; let us not fail to fulfil it. Here, amid 
the doubt, the unbelief and the spiritual yearning 
of our age, we stand, commissioned to grapple 
■with the difRc\Jties which beset the Chiu'ch, and 
solve those problems pressed upon us by "experi- 
ence. To this decaying, obsolete, fossilized Church 
— a Church of vast pretensions with no answer- 
ing strength, a Church which has justified every 
claim and answered none — to this Chiuch the 
■world has gone and asked for bread, and has re- 
ceived stones. Hungry and weary and fainting, 
it turns to us for bread and a cup of living water. 
TVith these ecclesiasticisms we can ha\ e no fel- 
lowship — for they ai-e among the errors of hu- 
man ignorance, and are doomed to perish, and 
our mission is to sweep them away. What can 
we have of common interest with a Church, which 
makes man a failiu^e, history a failure, the ])lan 
of redemption a failure, God himself a failure, 
every thing a failure, but sin and sorrow ; and 
immortality the greatest curse and failure of all 1 
A Cliurch which never solved a problem of histo- 
ry, or gave a reason why God ever did or permits 
ted a thmg to be done, except upon the ground of 
his infinite malignity, or his infinite weakness? 
A Church which never yet furnished the strug- 
gling heart a cause for its sorrows and trials, but 



118 FTOELITY TO CONVICTION. 

to rob it of all confidence and hope ] A Church 
which sees no unity in human interest or human 
destiny, but says, that this humanity can be torn 
in pieces, one little bleeding fragment bound up 
and laid up in Heaven — all the rest roasting in 
the flames of hell ? 

We alone have a faith competent to grapple 
with the great and trying problems of evil — we 
must not be timid, doubtful or hesitating. Let 
us be faithful to our convictions here. Let us 
boldly declare that within the dark folds of every 
evil — every wrong, lies the germ of a heavenly 
purpose; that the mightiest evil hides most of 
final blessing, just as the largest cloud hides most 
of Heaven. 

Finally, we need a fidelity which can toil and 
be patient. Our sphere of vision is so narrow, 
our realm of experience is so limited, we see so 
little wrought out in our life, that we sometimes 
doubt. We seize the great truth which fires our 
souls, and we arouse at the midnight cry and res- 
olutely buckle on our armor, and hasten to the 
field and grapple with the foe, and think the 
morning will speedily dawn and light us to victo- 
ry ; and because the strife is protracted, we be- 
come impatient, or perhaps faithless, and look- 
ing round for our dehverer, like some of old, we 



FIDELITY TO CONVICTION. 119 

ask, " where is tlie sign of his coming." We 
foi^t that all great results are long matui'ing, 
and that God has an eternity for ripening his 
purposes. We need to learn the lessons of Na- 
tui'e. See through what countless ages our world 
went sweeping on tlu'ough chaos and night, ere 
she spread her fair bosom to the light, and wel- 
comed gladness and life. You see that mountain 
which lifts its head above the waves of ocean, so 
proud, so unconquerable. Through what count- 
less years did the tiniest forms come and deposit 
their contributions, and lay, particle by particle 
its sure foundation, and rear its column, until it 
stands a mountain, and the insect pointing to its 
triumph, says to impatient man, " behold the 
work of my hands," You see that oak swaying 
its branches in the summer ah-, caressing the sun- 
light and the breeze, but ready to grapple with 
the tempest. Generations have appeared and 
Vanished — empires have arisen and fallen — now 
Worlds have sprung from the deep, peopled by 
new races and crowned with fresh civLtizafion 
aince that oak was young. There are children of 
the forest still vigorous, with a history more an- 
cient than that of the Christian religion, and in 
green valleys, and upon the heights of Palestine 
Btand majestic trees, that shivered in the air once 
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burdened with the raptures of that first Christmas 
song of the angels, and threw their welcome 
shadows upon the weary form of the Son of God. 
Surely, a race like ours, with the paths of im- 
mortality traced before it, may demand a longer 
time of growth, than a world, a mountain, or a 
tree. Oh, we want more of the faith and fidelity of 
those old disciples. They toiled on, casting seed 
in the soil of a barren generation, and then they 
lay down in peace to die, assured that God would 
nourish that seed, and quicken it into vigorous 
life, and bid it bear fruits of holiness and joy, 
through everlasting ages. Oh, that was no com- 
mon faith. To-day we are surrounded by hallow- 
ed memories of the fathers of our Zion, who toil- 
ed so well, who fought so valiant a fight, and who 
have gained so bright a crown of victory. Are 
there not voices stealing downward from their 
immortal home — voices coming to us with tender 
reproof, and blessed benedictions ? 

Know we not the de«id are looking 
Downward with a sad surprise, 
All our worldly strife rebuking 
With their mild and loving eyes P 
Shall we grieve the holy angels ? 
Shall we mar their blessed skies ? 

Let us throw their mantles o'er us, 
Which have fallen in our way ; 
Let us do the work before us, 
Cheerly, bravely, while we may, 
Ere the solemn dark'nings cometb. 
And with us it is not day. 
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Most Christians are familiar with the common 
manifestations in the law of progression. They 
haTe heard, and read, and thought much of this 
law ; and have seen many illustrations and en- 
dences of it in nature and life. 

But whatever progression may mean to Chris- 
LS, generally, or however it may be defined by 
, life, as we find it, as it now is, and always 

I been, does not make a gradual ascent. From 
its beginning to the close of its mortality, and 
from the close of its mortahty to the centre of 
the tmiverse and the thi'one of God, life does not 
slope upwards on a plane which is so perfectly 
iaclined as to render its constant rising sure, or 
each one of its steps equal in degree of elevation, 
life has its periods of acti\'ity aud repose, work 
and rest, of standing still and going forward. " The 
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wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof: but canst not tell whence it 
cometh and whither it goeth : so is every one 
that is bom of the Spirit." And the wind some- 
times blows high and strong, and sometimes low 
and apparently faint. Now it overturns boats, 
dashes in pieces mighty ships, and pulls trees 
out by the roots ; and then it holds river, lake, 
and ocean in perfect calm, opens leaf and flower, 
and ripens grain by its gentlest breath and mild- 
est touch. 

This idea enters so thoroughly into the truth 
of human experience as to determine the principle 
of hiunan progression. 

We call the way of nature from winter to sum- 
mer an illustration of progression, and sometimes 
progression itself. This is well enough. But the 
process of nature in the early spring, for many 
days and weeks and for some months, in our cli- 
mate, is so slow that summer fragrance, beauty, 
and luxury, would never come were there no 
days of wonderful growth, did nature never seem 
to be in a hurry, did it not with one breath break 
the bands of winter and hurst into verdure and 
blossom. We call the way of man's physical 
existence from its beginning to its maturity, an 
illustration of progression, and sometimes pro- 
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gression. This also is well enough. But there 
are a few months and a few years, in which the 
body does the most of its growing. Though it 
requires almost the average age of man for the 
body to become fully developed, who has not 
observed special seasons in the life of childhood 
and youth, when the outward stature increases 
more in one year thau in several other years. 
We call the unfolding or cultivation of the mind, 
progression, aud we have a right to call it so. 
But the miud has its periods of special advance- 
ment. There are times when the soil of the 
intellect is loosened, shaken up, or broken into 
by some pai-tJcular force without, or effort within. 
After these times there is a fresh start, a new 
bound to life, so that the student often accom- 
plishes more in weeks than he did before in 
years. The mind, like the eaith, frequcutly uses 
the forces it has long been gathering so as to 
sarprisc those who witness, and those who feel 
its revolutions, accomphshed in only a few days 
or a few hours. At any rate, when I say that 
uot only from sin, but from all conditions of life, 
to tliose who are much in advance of them, 
may human beings sometimes rise in short pe- 
riods of duration, I enter no realm of mere im- 
agination and utter no fiction. 
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There is a virtue of patience, but it is not that 
man shall never do anything, or that he shall not 
use his special opportunities. Christian Patience 
says to man : Do the most you can for your own 
development and the good of the world ; that you 
may not waste your forces, and may be perfectly 
successful, wait^ abide the time. There is a truth 
of slow growth ; it is a great truth, it reaches 
almost the whole length, of true life ; but it does 
not conflict with the idea of rapid movements, it 
is intimately related to this, it is the basis of this. 

Life has its stages of slow and imperceptible 
development. Life also has its periods of rapid 
movement, plain changes, sure flights. It has 
its under tone and its upper currents, and when 
it has ebbed and flowed imtil ready for the ser- 
vice, it suddenly covers the ordinary beach of 
humanity, overtops the rocks, and rises far into 
the sunlight. 

In the first place, I maintain that humanity 
admits of positive and great advances in short 
periods of time. Not great advances of the in- 
tellect, and the affections in short periods of time 
as measured by rods or feet or inches ; not ac- 
cording to common space; but according to the 
measure of the soul, the least possible decrease 
of whose vice, or increase of whose virtue, is of 
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greater account than man can estimate. We do 
not believe ia total depravity, consequently we 
do not believe any man can experience an entire 
change of nature on the earth or anywhere 
else in any length of time ; neither do we be- 
lieve there are any laws of Providence, grace, or 
life that do or can take the lowest, the weak- 
est, the most ignorant, degraded and wicked per- 
sons of our race and make them into highest, 
Btrongest, most wise, virtuous and holy persons 
on the earth, in a moment, an hour, a day, or a 
year. But we do believe there are no human 
beings perfect, and that many are very ignorant, 
weak and sinful ; therefore we believe that all 
nmnkind need to grow in the true principles of 
life, and must, before they are entirely saved 
from the error of their ways ; and that many need 
to have the general tendencies and purposes of 
their being eradicated, and to be supplied with 
those which are high and holy ; we bcUeve they 
must, before they are saved ; and that it is possible 
for any man, however degraded, whenever he wiU 
put his trust in God, prn^ to his heavenly Father 
yvr help, and do the best he can, to change his course, 
to turn right about, his face from the west to the east, 
,/nm tlie darkness to the light, from error to truth, 
in a day, an hour, or moment. 
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I repeat, I do not believe it is possible, by 
any law ever operative among human beings, to 
change a totally depraved nature to a truly Chris- 
tian nature in any length of time or eternity, for 
I do not believe a totally depraved nature was 
ever known among mankind ; neither do I be- 
lieve there are any laws operating in or on the 
hiunan race that can make the lowest specimens 
of it the highest and best specimens, in a week, 
a month, or a year ; but that every person needs 
to put away the evil of his or her thinking, and 
feeling, and doing, and that any one, however low 
the disposition, however false the aims, however 
bad the habits of thought and action, can begin to 
improve in a moment^ and at any moment when 
he or she will put himself or herself in the best 
attitude possible to such humanity, by Ahnighty 
aid. And the turning away from any vice and the 
beginning of any virtue j is a great advance in any 
life. 

In their opposition to what they consider the 
common notions of religion concerning sudden 
conversions^ let no men put down their feet so 
firmly as never to expect and as never, to seek 
any conscious growth, and as to be frightened if 
ever they feel themselves moving a particle, lest 
they are becoming mad or insane. Let no men 
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Oppose those notions in sucli a manner as to stand 
still so long as it would take any substance which 
can be petrified, to become petrified. Great as the 
falsehood is that those notions contain, do they 
not remind us of some truth 1 They are false in 
their relations to what man is to be changed from 
and into, and in theii- general estimation of the 
means which are to produce tliis change ; they 
are false in the wideness of their sweep, in their 
beginning and ending, and in many of thou' inter- 
mediate steps. But if there is no real truth in 
them, they certainly suggest some real truth of 
the human constitution, of God and of Christian- 
ity, which all men would do well to consider. A 
Yuan cannot learn any profitable trade in the me- 
chanic arts in a week or a month, but a man can 
decide to go to some pai'ticular trade in an hour, 
"which decision may be an era in his outward life, 
and have more to do with it than many other 
things together. No man can become a thorough 
scholar in any department of true education in a 
year, but any man who has the ability ever to be- 
comi! a true scholar, can decide to become one m 
a day or a moment, which decision may prove a 
crisis in his being, of greater magnitude than any- 
thing else connected with his scholarshi]). And 
he who never begins a tmde or an education, necer 
has it. 
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These facts, so far as they have anything to do 
with moral and spiritual life, point to a realm in 
which more is done for man by Ahnighty grace 
than anywhere else. With a nature that can 
never rest in sin, whose every law is bent in op- 
position to sin, and prepared to spring against it 
whenever the whole being is ready ; with a foot- 
stool, every particle of which loathes sin, and 
presses it constantly away; with eternal truth, 
— light, goodness, love, — all around him ; and 
the everlasting God, the Almighty Magnet of 
souls, his unchanging Father above him forever 
working to draw him upwards, man may rise 
greatly into heaven when he will. 

You remember, my brethren, that after the 
Prodigal Son sought satisfaction in every way of 
sin, he "began" to realize his "want." He look* 
ed anxiously towards his father's house, saying : 
" How many hired servants of my father's have 
bread enough and to spare, and I perish mth 
himger." This was the crisis of his being. Here 
was the turning point in his life. He meditated 
his condition. Some of his early and natural feel- 
ings returned to him. "He came to himself." 
And by all the forces within him, he made the 
resolution which determined the peace and joy 
of his soul. He said : "J will arise and go to my 
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father" and he went, receiving a welcome and 
blessing expressed in some of the most melting 
words of Jesus. A3 with this, so with every sin- 
ner who begins the true reformation. He be- 
comes dissatisfied with his course. The real ele- 
ments of life assert their claims. Disease gives 
way to returning health. Insanity is removed by 
calm and rational thought. The blinded eye ia 
opened. The doubting heart is encoui'aged. And 
by all the power within him, and all the mercy 
he feels around and above him, he resolves no 
more to transgress as he has done. He w.enckes 
himself from the grasp of Satan. He tears him- 
self out of the jaws of death. He rises and goes 
Consciously to his heavenly Father. You recollect, 
also, when Christ was put to death on the Cross, 
there were two malefactors crucified with him. 
Xiuke says, " one of them railed on him," and 
that the other rebuked this wrong; and then 
'* said unto Jesus, Lord remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto 
liim, verily I say mito thee, To-day shalt thou be 
"^N'ith me in Paradise." I do not believe that re- 
pentant malefactor received at that time a perfect 
cjharacter, or that he became better than all other 
men on the earth then. I do not think he was 
as good as many others on the earth then. I do 
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not suppose he was very pure or holy. Yet he 
was sincere in his petition. His thought and feel- 
ing began to gravitate towards heaven. He was 
in a condition to become a conscious heir of the 
gospel promises. He was good enough to be 
accepted of the Saviour, and to be led by him 
upwards, — far upwards into the light. Have 
you observed the peculiarity of Christ's reply here 
in contrast with the common modes of treating 
sinners among professed Christians ] " Lord, re- 
member me when thou comest into thy kingdom," 
prayed this criminal. Did the Lord enter upon 
a series of questions as to the precise condition 
of his mind and heart ] Did he ask him about 
various points of theology ? Did he enforce this 
creed and the other form on him ? Did he put 
him on probation ? The man was dying and all 
sinners are dying. And Christ's answer was 
plain, positive, gloriously loving and cheering, as 
all answers from him are, to the fallen and dis- 
tressed, that are looking up and asking for better 
things : " To-day," said he, " To-day shalt thou 
be with me in Paradise." 

You know that Paul, burning with hatred, 
breathing out cruelty and curses towards those 
he thought were his enemies, while going to give 
vent to his special rage against them, was stopped 
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very suddenly by divine power, and that then the 
whole course and aim of his life were changed. 
After that he grew in grace and in the knowl- 
edge of Christian truth, but after that he never 
passed such a crisis nor experienced so great a 
change, until — When ? until he dropped off his 
mm'talitif, and teas " changed in a moment^ in the 
twinklitig of an eye" into a condition of gloi'y which 
no soul in tke flesh ever knew or shall know. 

There are persons, doubtless, within your own 
obsen'ation, who, after years of wicked or stag- 
nant existence, have been suddenly and so effec- 
tually roused into life, as to hold the upward way 
from then till now. Have there not been seasons 
of your own experience in which your best facul- 
•Ges have united, and triumphed so completely 
over some evil habit or passion, that you have felt 
Bome tie which fastened you to earth break, and 
jour whole being move off with boimding pulsa- 
tions, into a warmer and more cheerful atmos- 
phere 'i And in the onward march of your best 
mature, have there not also been periods when 
jour hearts have been so full of gratitude, and 
kave swelled and ovci-flowcd so richly witli sym- 
jathy and joy, that the occasions are now and 
must long continue to be as fresh in memory as 
ever ? There are many and various cxperiencea 
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from which life starts forward with increased 
wealth and speed. Sometimes a view af son» 
beauty or wonder of nature, taken for the first 
time, or from a new point of observation, ar with 
more careful sight than on any former occasion, 
produces such an experience. Sometimes it is 
the result of a hard day's work, or a day's recre- 
ation and meditation. Sometimes a kindly office 
done for others, or favor received from them, 
creates this. Sometimes the reading of a good 
book, — a chapter or verse of the Bible, — com- 
munion with Christ and feUowship with saints,— 
meeting with friends and brethren in places of 
worship, songs of praise, words of prayer and 
preaching ; there are times when either of these 
things will enlarge the soul enough to make it 
know its additions, and enrich it so that its future 
course is more easy, and its rejoicings more per- 
fect. Sometimes after heavy cares and oppres- 
sive burdens have been removed from the heart, 
it Uaps fortii in thanksgivmg and development 
There are times, and they ought always to last 
with every soul, when human beings are led to 
repentance by the conscious goodness in which they 
luxuriate, and are quickened by the blessings of 
heaven ; when even the breath of Grod's mercy 
and the dew of his love warm them and cause 
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them to ripen with the fruit and exhale the fra- 
grance of life. There are times when some great 
pain or sorrow, wakes up the disobedient and 
ijmvsj of our race and sets them in the right 
direction ; and when the most obedient and active 
become still more so by some severe judgment, — 
are, perhaps, made to feel more sensibly, and to 
hear more distinctly than ever before, the attrac- 
tive power and the angelic call of the kingdom of , 
harmony and joy above, because some of their 
loved ones, from whom they parted in tears and 
with hopes almost crushed, have joined the great 
company which, with the advantage of celestial 
foundations and celestial air and celestial light, is 
helping Jesus " draw all men " imto him and the 
Father. 

Individual life does not alone demonstrate the 
proposition that humanity admits of positive and 
great advances in short periods of time ; now and 
then some great discovery is made which puts 
the whole race ahead with a new pace. The dis- 
covery itself is the greatest triumph. This reveals 
the certain march of man. It shows the endur- 
rance of the body and the elevation of the mind. 
But the world uses the discovery and moves on- 
ward by its aid. At the earliest periods of au- 
thentic history, according to good eridence, man 
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travelled as fast as in the year eighteen hundred 
and thirty. Nimrod got over the ground at the 
rate of ten or twelve miles an hour. Napoleon 
could go no faster. Between eighteen hundred 
and thirty and eighteen hundred and forty, the 
maximum of speed was raised from ten to seventy 
miles an hour. The first six thousand years did 
nothing, or next to nothing ; the next six years 
did everything ; in that time man reached what 
seems almost the limits of possible achievement 
in this department. It is also probable that Abra- 
ham sent messages to Lot just as rapidly as Fred- 
erick the Great or George III. transmitted orders 
to their generals or admirals. With the exception 
of the slight advancement made by the old wood- 
en telegraph invented in seventeen hundred and 
ninety-four, the speed of communication remained 
stationary until the railroad was completed. Be- 
fore that, man communicated at the rate of about 
twelve miles in an hour. In eighteen hundred 
and fifty, our Telegraph was in full operation. 
So, at a single leap, man reached the greatest 
earthly possibility in this direction. In about ten 
years he passed over the vast space between the 
speed of a horse and the speed of lightning. 

While these improvements were being made, 
into what new fields did intellect travel ! What 
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mighty shides did it then take ! And with the 
advantage of these improvements, who can tell 
how high intellect has since risen ! These out- 
ward achievements do but symbolize the inward 
victories. 'ITiese steam forces that go over land 
and seas, and these electric veins which run round 
the globe, ai'e weaving the interests of the world 
tight into one web, pom-ing its thought, its faith 
and love, into one mind and heart, and forming 
one great manhood of the families and nations of 
a common Father. I-ike lessons are taught by 
all progress iu science and art. Men do not 
travel to the North and look into the open Polar 
Sea without thrilling hiunanity over all the earth 
with their endurance and vision. They do not 
gaze through theh glass, hold stai's in their view, 
carry planets in their thoughts, and mount higher 
and yet higher into the shining dome, follow the 
trails of coDiets and measure with greater and still 
greater exactness among all the glittering hosts, 
without leading thousands more to repeat their 
jonmeye, and millions more to consider what is 
above these glories, to peer into the cathedral 
chambers of God and survey the many mansions 
of the Father's house. 

Yes, the idea that life has its periods of special 
advancement, is both personal and universal. 
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Grain that does not grow equally every day or 
month, but which through the sunshine, the 
shadows, the rain and changing seasons, comes 
forth in degrees of "blade" and "ear" and "full 
com in the ear," and matures faster the nearer it 
approaches in its development, the perfection of 
each degree, is a divine illustration of the progress 
of religious truth in the human soul whose appli^ 
cation is personal and universal. Paul experi- 
enced a crisis^ and the time in which Paul lived 
was an era in the world's history. Luther, trem- 
bling in the darkness until God led him forth into 
the light and set him to work in his special ser- 
vice, represents the a^e of Luther, — the period 
of the Reformation. Individuals sometimes rise 
suddenly as surely as individuals sometimes fall 
suddenly, and there and here upon the moral and 
spiritual advancement of the generations of hu- 
manity are marks that amount to proof of the 
downward and vanishing notes of life, and of the 
upward and increasing notes of life; and that 
from the beginning of our race till now, there 
have been vibratory movements sweeping across the 
whole sea of mortality. 

Again, man needs to make positive and great 
advances in short periods of time. My friends, 
there are physical diseases and woimds from 
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which if man does not recover very fast, he does 
not recover at all. The pain is too much for him, 
and crushes him into the grave. And if a man 
is diseased by sin or scarred by an evil habit, he 
had better not think he can easily rid himself of 
it, — can let it remain awhile as ivell as not, and 
indulge occasiouaUy with perfect safety. He had 
better not think he can move leisurely or slowly 
away from it. He ought to realize his ovvn weak- 
ness and want, — to feel that of himself alone he 
can do nothing, and put his trust in Heaven. He 
oeeds to summon all the powers at his command, 
— God, — angels, the best thoughts, Irishes and 
prayers, it is possible for him to exercise while 
reljTng on divine strength and mercy, and thus 
do a decided and clean work, — thus go forward 
into high and holy realms, leaving the e\il things 
far behind. Have you ever known a man sunk 
low in vice, become noted for his virtue, who did 
not make some great effort for the change, — did 
not make a definite and plain business of his re- 
formation, — did not take hold of the work as if 
he was in earnest, and strip off his rags of moral 
pollution with a will that was braced up, filled 
and di-awn out by the force of Almighty love, — 
a will which reached beyond the clouds of mor- 
tality, and was anchored in the bosom of the 
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Father ] Sometimes, often it is the case, that the 
unfortimate transgressor must make several eflForts 
for reform before he is successful. He forms the 
resolution and starts once, twice, thrice, and sinks 
again and again and again into the quick-sands 
of passion. But when from the true source, and 
through the true channels, the spirit and life of 
the Gospel descend into his soul, he puts his feet 
firmly under him and goes on to the Rock and 
into the Light with a bound. And every man who 
has been an especial power in the world, is in- 
debted to this ability to form a resolution in har- 
mony with the will of the Almighty, — to this 
elasticity of intellect, and these wings of faith and 
prayer by which he has moimted up and held his 
place when he desired, in the pure air. I doubt 
if one can be found at present who has done very 
much for himself or others, that is unable to ap- 
preciate these thoughts, — who has never expe- 
rienced the truth now expressed, — has never 
known a year, a day, or an hour of uncommon 
and exceeding revolutions of mind and riches of 
soul. I never knew a man do much in this world 
who was afraid to rq)ose himself, and who there- 
fore could not and did not let himself out at times 
in a special manner, — who did not bow low that 
he might be raised high, — whose faculties were 
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Htnuned so hard continually, by what he supposed 
was a necessity of his nature, to enable him to 
appear to fair advantage, that there were no gushes 
of thought and overfloivs of feeling about him, — 
no springs to his being or bounding pulsations to 
kis spirit and life. There certainly are many per- 
sons of this kind in the world ; they commonly 
pass well enough to suit most people, some of 
them pass very well with those masses who can- 
not tell the difference between show and sub- 
Btance, only that the show is the best, who do 
not expect or desire anything but the most com- 
monplace, are as much pleased with a man's looks 
and the first tone of his voice, or word he speaks, 
or thing he does, as anything he ever says or does. 
But these persons never reach the highest courts 
of thought. They never make a living impres- 
sion on any soul, not even on those that cannot 
tell what the }-eason is, or whether any living im- 
pression ought ever to he made on them or on 
any other persons. Surely the best genius in the 
world has something in it like that of which I now 
epcak. And life in the mortal body has too many 
obstacles in the way of its progress, and is quite 
too short to reach its truest conditions and accom- 
plish the purposes for which it was intended with- 
oat some quick heart-throbs and special uplt/Hngs. 
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The intellect and the aflfections, the mind and the 
soul need many blossoming and ripening, spring 
and autumnal seasons as surely as they need sea- 
sons of preparation for these, before they are 
mature enough for the skies, before they ought 
to consider themselves fit to leave their present 
abode. 

And what makes a general reformation 1 What 
is one of the necessary and indispensable things 
in getting a grand reform or a mighty moral en- 
terprise to sweep through the land and reclaim 
its millions ] What, if not that men and women 
shall be led so to feel the enormity of their op- 
pression, the strength of their hearts and the love 
of their God as to say : " We will arise ; " and to 
do it. This is what makes Revolutions. This is 
needed to make Thrones ' tremble ; Despotisms 
bite the dust; and Republics worthy of their 
names. 

There are night and day, winter and summer 
in the revolutions of the globe, and if man is to 
experience the true revolutions of life he need!s 
quiet meditation, real insight, and wise activity. 
He needs to go into his closet with his soul's welfare 
ia view;, and then to use his better nature ia over- 
coming the flesh and the world, and in doing the 
commandments. 
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Hence, finally, human beings should seek these 
rising experiences. If a man is guilty of any par- 
ticular sin, he should try to get away from it at 
once and forever. If avarice or false ambition, 
appetite or passion, envy or hatred, WTong 
thoughts or deeds of any kind debase and de- 
grade his nature, he should reflect on then- mean- 
ness and awfuhiess ; he should think of himself, 
liis brother, his race and heaven, and say, I must 
not be a slave. I will free myself from these 
shackles ; here on this spot, in this hour, now, 
will I ti-y to cast them off and fling them hence ; 
lie should begin the upward way, he should iiin 
towards his Father's house, he should strive to 
leap into his Father's arms. 

^Vnd on the way of light culture, of manly and 
rirfuous life, human beings ought to seek for that 
mastery in which they surmoimt difficulties and 
ascend lofty elevations, by the proper apphcation 
of the will. Individuals, societies, and denomi- 
nations, whatever their native ability in other re- 
ipects, always fail to succeed when they expect and 
Aus decide to/ail And, under God, they always 
succeed when they thmk they shall and are de- 
termined to succeed. Eternal life is in them and 
they cannot die. They will rise though their 
flouls shake off or hiUTi through their flesh. 
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Mankind do not often enough consider what in 
a comparative sense a little more improvement 
will do for them. The men and women of the 
world ought to know that, considering the present 
possessions of many, the distance between those 
who stand before the public and are noted as the 
wisest and best of earth, and others is not so great 
as it is generally believed to be ; that others not 
much known and yet in obscurity, perhaps need 
only one firm and decisive move to get above 
them. 

The well of salvation is very deep, it has never 
yet been sounded by man. The dome of the 
spiritual kingdom is very high, no human eye 
hath reached it or heart touched it. However 
much Christian wisdom and virtue any of us now 
have, there are more of these before than within 
us ; putting away daily some of the low desires 
and aims we have, we should press upon every 
door of truth we know, and if we do, one and an- 
other will open at the turn of God's hand, and 
we shall see and enjoy what we have never yet 
realized. I have, all through this discourse, in- 
dicated that man does not rise merely by hard 
effort, but as surely and as religiously by repose, 
by holy thought and feeling, trust and love. In 
some of the most quiet seasons of life, the best 
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expressions of human nature are made ; tlie best 
juice of the mind and heart comca out and the 
cup of our being runneth over frequently by the 
least present effort, and what seems the slightest 
pressure. Providence is so bountiful, God is so 
good, the Father is so merciful, that always for a 
HtHe sen^ice, — which is in itself a joy, — ^eat 
hlessin^s, rivers of life, flow in upon man. As 
■with the material so with the spiritual universe, 
it ia piven to us at the beginning of our existence, 
because God loves us. And such are the arrange- 
ments that if we ivill only open our eyes we shall 
see; — if we will only bow oar heads we shall hear; 
— if we will only let the enh-eating Saviour into ow 
hearts we shall feel. Oh ! glorious as is faith ; 
glorious as is work ; every true inward exercise 
brings into the heart, wealth untold ; that cannot 
be earned ; which cannot be paid for. Try it if 
you doubt. Try it if you do not doubt. Start 
towards your Father if you want to see him 
coming to greet you. Move yourself a particle in 
the right direction, if you wish to see the gushing 
light and smiles of his countenance. Let his 
grace turn you the slightest degree if you desire 
an impiJae of life which will cause your nature 
to swell upwards and vibrate with the music of 
eternity. " Ask," — only that, — *' ask," and the 
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pearl of great price " shall be ffiven you." " iSfedt," 
— do just as much as that, — " seek and ye shall 
^nd " all the deep and high places of the heart 
and God. " Knock^' sunply this and nothing 
more, — " Knock " in spirit and in truth, and 
heaven's gate shall swing before you ; ''for every 
one that asketh receiveth^ and he that seeketh findeth^ 
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened,'^ 

There is room enough and love enough for all. 
Room enough for the body, the mind, and soul. 
The wide domains of science, the vast regions 
which are always open to common thought are 
not so inviting and boundless as the kingdom of 
Christianity. 

Oh ! my brethren, let us have more prayer, 
more work, more faith, more life, that we may do 
our part in completing the era which our fathers 
introduced, — the era of the establishment in the 
whole Christian Church, of the doctrines — that 
God the Father waits in mercy to receive all 
mankind to the bosom of his love ; — that repent- 
ance itself towards him is easy and more joyous 
than any other experience possible to the sinner ; 
and that they who wait on him cannot be weary 
in their well doing, but " shall renew their 
strength, shall walk and not faint, shall run and 
not be weary, and shall mount up with wings as 
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eagles." We need to understand, and the world 
needs to understand as never before, that man as 
a sinner and a spiritual being with spuitual wants 
and aspii'ations, has a Father to whom he may go. 
If God was a cruel Being, if he hated the guilty 
and loved none except the wise and good, there 
woidd be no such reality as reformation and obe- 
dience. The child in all its weary wanderings, 
in its homesickness and grief, its poverty and 
caime, could never return to its earthly parents 
tmless it felt that its parents would receive it. It 
"vrould wander on and forever away from them. 
-And no sinner would ever go to God for mercy, 
lielp and salvation, unless he was euro that God 
"Would pity and forgive. God will pity and for- 
fpve. Let us all rise and go to him. God is 
love. God is the Father of man ; let the lowest 
and the vilest drawn by his goodness, start to- 
wards him. lie will meet them on their way, 
put robes on their bodies, shoes on their feet, 
rings on their hands, and light and life into their 
heai'ts. God is High and Holy, — far above the 
wisest and purest of our race, — perfect in all his 
attributes and ways. Yet by his son Jesus Christ, 
he has commanded man to be perfect even as his 
Father in heaven is perfect. 
. Oh ! for the will. Oh ! for the faith by which 
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man may rise to God and dwell forevermore in 
the light of his presence and the glory of his love. 
As he ascends into the sunshine of Heaven, "eye" 
that hath beheld so much, "hath not seen," "nor 
ear," which hath listened to so much, " heard ;" 
" neither have entered into" the great receptacle 
of all the beauty and harmony and truth, the eye 
hath seen and the ear heard, — and of tenderness, 
aflFection, sympathy, love, life, entirely beyond all 
outward powers of comprehension; "neither have 
entered into the heart of man," — of any man, — 
of the ripest and truest universalist man^ — only a 
small part, a faint conception of all " the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
him." 




Things may appear incredible, for one of two 
"*'easDn8 : — First, from some inherent absurdity, 
■that render them impossible ; Or, secondly, be- 
cause they are regarded as transcending the range 
of our experience and observation. 

If a man were to affirm that God had created 
a being superior, or equal to himself, the state- 
ment would carry on its face the mai-ks of incred- 
ibility, for the former reason, viz : It involves a 
contradiction — an impossibility. But should he 
affirm that God had made a man ten feet in height, 
weighing a thousand pounds, or had spared his 
life a thousand yeai-s ; the declaration would seem 
incredible, but for a very different reason. It 
would involve no absurdity — no contradiction i 
but we should hesitate to receive it, because it 
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transcends, so far, every thing of the kind which 
has come within the range of our knowledge. 

The doctrine of a resurrection of the dead is, 
evidently, of this latter character. It involves 
nothing that is impossible — nothing absurd. It 
suggests no greater diflB.culty than the creation 
of man originally, or the numerous subsequent 
changes which we know he undergoes. It is 
simply, marvellous; and wears an appearance 
of incredibility to some minds, because it is with- 
out the sphere of everything which they have 
ever witnessed. 

The form of the question which constitutes the 
text, presupposes that there were those who re- 
garded this doctrine with some degree of doubt. 
And so it has been, probably, ever since. There 
are many who do not receive it with much confi- 
dence. There are some good men who do not. 
They do not doubt because they desire to do so. 
They doubt because they think that they must. 
They are tried by it, as nothing else tries them. 
They are in sorrow and in darkness, and the great 
doctrine of a resurrection and an immortal life, 
wears, to their clouded vision, an air of incredi- 
bility. 

Among the causes of this sad reality, may be 
mentioned, as prominent, — 
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1. That the testimony of the senses seems to he 
agauist the doctrine. 

In all questionable matters, the evidence of the 
senses is generally regarded as the most reliable. 
We are accustomed to act upon it with the ut- 
most confidence daily. In our intercourse with 
the world, we must do so. And it is hard to 
convince us that the eyes and ears deceive us, or, 
that anything is really true which they seem to 
contradict. 

Now if we consider an individual, busied for 
the most part, with material objects, relying upon 
liis physical senses for most of his information ; 
and suppose him to regard only the visible facts 
■which lie upon the surface of the case, we shall 
perceive at once, how the sensual new would 
discourage all tendencies to faith in immortaUty. 
What he sees and hears embrace only the mate- 
nal and perishable. The min d is busied mth 
the external of life, and fails to penetrate to its 
hidden source. 

He takes for example, the Uttle infant when it 
first open its eyes to the light. It exhibits bodily 
organs similar to his o^vn. It manifests certain 
animal wants, such as arc common to the brute 
creation. Indeed, its impulses and instincts are 
all of a low type, while it gives no intimation of 
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possessing the higher elements of a spiritual and 
immortal being. Reason, conscience, and the 
moral sentiments, are no more >dsible in it then, 
than in the Utile bird that has just chipped its 
shell. 

True, the germs of all these may be wrapped 
up in the soul of the child, as 

" the wings that form the butterfly, 

Lie folded in the worm." 

But they are at the same time equally invisible. 
They have no manifestation then. And although 
there are indications of spiritual attributes that a 
greater maturity develops, yet, when disease 
comes to the body, or death lays his chilling hand 
upon it, all these seem to vanish from sight, and 
be as though they had never been. No intellect 
flashes upon us from the marble brow of the 
dead; no soul beams from the dim and hollow 
eyes. No affection dimples the cheek or wreathes 
its blessed smile upon the lip. No remote sign 
of animate existence speaks to our aching vision ; 
and though we listen intently at the coflin, or at 
the grave side, no sound shall break the awful 
stillness of death to the ear. For long and weary 
years we may watch the decaying bodies of our 
friends, andno signs of an immortal spirit-no 
proofs of a resurrection shaU appeal to onr mate- 
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rial senses. All that is visible, of their remains, 
we can see, year after year, perishing, moulder- 
ing away, and being resolved again into its primi- 
tive elements. 

Taking this material stand-point, and viewing' 
it through the physical senses alone, the story of 
a resurrection may appear to us as incredible. 
Iris very easy and natural for us, in this case, to 
feel that death is, after all, the final end of man ; 
that all our hopes of another life are dreamy and 
speculative ; no more to be trusted than " the 
baseless fabric of a vision." 

But this is a very partial, and a very false view 
of the matter. For even admitting that all which 
the Christian claims in regard to the matter is 
true ; admitting that there is an immortal spirit 
in man, and a resuiTectiou from the dead, all the 
iTsible phenomena of life and death, must be very 
much what I have suggested. The being, and 
the more subtile operations of the sphit, do not 
lie open to the view of the physical senses ; and 
shall we say that they do not exist because we 
cannot see or hear them ? Shall we suppose that 
there is no soul, and no immortality, because we 
cannot visibly perceive the spirit as it leaves the 
body, or hear the flutter of its soarings as it 
mounts upwards I 
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Certainly, we could expect nothing, from the 
testimony of the senses, different from what they 
give us, even if all which faith claims in the case 
be true. The soul has no gross materiality by 
which it can become directly visible to us ; and 
to doubt its existence, or its resurrection, simply 
because it is not apprehended clearly by the 
senses, is as unphilosophical as it is untrue. 

It should be remembered that the evidence of 
the senses here is merely negative. It cannot, 
in the nature of things, become positive. All 
that we can properly hope from it, is a recogni- 
tion of certain phenomena which we can neither 
explain or account for, but by presupposing the 
beiog of a spirit. And this the senses actually 
do for us. From their declarations we must in- 
fer the soul's reality. I ask herCj only the same 
process which we adopt in regard to other thiogs. 
Some of the most real and powerful agents ia 
nature are never seen by us, except through their, 
effects. 

Electricity, and magnetism, and the subtile 
principle of animal or vegetable life, can be 
known to us only through their visible operations. 
They exist, and carry on their hidden processes, 
in a. secrecy as impracticable as that which en- 
folds the spirit of man. 
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And in the case of those invisible agents re- 
ferred to, we never doubt their essential existence, 
simply because we do not witness their continual ■ 
manifestations. We are just as certain that there 
is electricity all about us, in our bodies, in th.e 
air, in every object near us, as we should be if it 
were concentrated and breaking forth in the light- 
ning. We know that there is a living soul in 
man, just as really, in the deepest sleep of night, 
when all its visible manifestations are sealed up, 
as when he awakes in the morning to the active 
duties of another day. And so, too, notwithstand- 
ing its dark concealment, when death comea to 
the body, I cannot doubt its continual existence, 
and its elevation to a higher life, simply because 
the senses do not inform mc of it 

2. The doctrine of a resurrection may appear in- 
credible to some minds, from a vague impression that 
the spirit of man has no separate or independent ar* 
iitmce. 

Taking the same material stand-point, and 
looking at the subject chiefly through the me- 
diam of the senses, it might be made to appear 
that the soul is not a distinct entity of itself; that 
it is either the result of our physical organization, 
« so wholly dependant upon the body, that it 
muBt live and die with the body. 
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It is a somewhat prevailiiig and very plausible 
notion, that the spirit of man is merely phenom* 
enal in its nature, and wholly the effect of our 
bodUy organization. The vital forces, acting in 
co.nnection with the brain and nervous system, 
produce all the phenomena which we term men- 
tal or spiritual. 

Thus : we take the separate parts of the me- 
chanism of a chronometer; its springs, and wheels, 
and chains, and levers, and lay them promiscu- 
ously upon the table before us. There is no ap- 
pearance of life or motion about them. They are, 
in that condition, as silent and inert as the par- 
ticles of sand which we tread upon in the street. 
But if we combine these detached pieces in a cer- 
tain peculiar form ; if we give them the relations 
which they were fashioned to assume, we make 
them immediately almost a thing of life. The 
springs start, the wheels revolve, and the hands 
mark off the passmg hours, with all the precision 
of the sun's motion. 

Now the motion of that instrument is the re- 
sult of its peculiar construction. It moves because 
it is so fashioned that it must move. But we can- 
not separate really this motion from the machine. 
The movement has no distinct existence of itself. 
It is merely the effect of the mechanism, and 
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■when this mechanism is deranged or destroyed, 
all appearance of motion ceases with it. The 
same thing, essentially, has been argued of the 
spiritual nature of man. It has been assumed 
that this has no separate being ; no identity or 
personality of its own ; but that it is wholly the 
effect of our physical organization, just as motion 
is the effect of the mechanism of the chronome- 
ter. And this hypothesis is thought to be strength- 
ened by the fact that the spiritual principle in 
man appears to be so closely allied to the body, 
and its visible operations so wholly dependent 
upon it. It seems to grow with the body's growth, 
to unfold with the body's development, to mature 
with the body's maturity, and to perish when the 
body dies. 

Now, however plausible this theory may ap- 
pear, there are certain considerations which bear 
very powerfully against it. I can mention but 
few of them now. First : While a cause con- 
tinues the same, the effect can neither cease or 
change essentially. Considering, then, the pecu- 
liar organization of the physical system, as the 
8o1e cause of all the phenomena which we term 
spiritual, these phenomena, it would seem, must 
necessarily be exhibited so long as the cause re- 
mains unchanged. If the vital forces, and the 
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brain, and the nervous system, in me, result me- 
chanically in reason, conscience, memory, and 
affection now, then they must continue to pro- 
duce these effects so long as they remain the 
same. In a few hours more, I expect to be 
wrapped in the unconsciousness of a profound 
and dreamless slumber. Notching more of these 
spiritual phenomena, no more of reason, or con- 
sciousness, or memory, or affection, will . be visi- 
ble about me then, than there would be if my 
body was dead and laid in the grave. 

Tell me, then, what single feature of my phy- 
sical organization changes when I go to sleep ? 
What single wheel or spring in the whole me- 
chanism is thrown out of its gearing ? Is not my 
entire bodily structure, my vitals, brain, nervous 
system, and all, just as perfect in their structure, 
and just the same in their relations, when I am 
sleeping, as when I am waking ? 

Why are not the results the same then in each 
case ? My watch ticks uniformly all night; why 
does not this great thinking machine rap out, 
with equal regularity, thought, feeling, emotion, 
and consciousness ? And then, too, on this hy- 
pothesis, how can we account for the infinite 
variety of spiritual phenomena, if they are all 
merely mechanical results ? 
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Secondly : No effect can become superior to 
its own cause. Now, mind, or spirit, we know 
to be superior to the body. Soul is the master, 
body is the servant. What the soul says to tiie 
body, do, it doeth, Tlie body moves only as the 
spirit directs it, and is quiet when the spirit bids 
it. So that, admitting the soul to be an effect, of 
which bodily organization is the cause, we have 
here the anomaly of a stream rising higher than 
the fountain, or an effect asserting control over 
tlie cause that produced it. 

Thirdly : The independent being and action of 
the spirit, seems to be demonstrated in the som- 
nambulic, or clairvoyant state. It is undeniably 
true that some persons, at least, can pass into tb ia 
abnormal condition, in which the spirit, with all 
its mysterious powers, appears to be Hberated 
from its thraldom to the physical senses ; uses its 
own organs, and perceives spiritually what is pro- 
foundly hidden to the natural eye. I believe that 
this ia now a well established reality, as much so 
as any^act of physical science ; and, if so, it seems 
to establish the soul's separate identity and per- 
sonality on an immovable basis of its own. 

That it has an intimate connection, and myste- 
rious relation, with the body, no one wiU deny. 
That, ordinarily, its visible manifestations depend 



158 CREDIBILITT OF THE BEBUBBECTIOM. 

upon the physical organs, is equally true. But 
that it is always, and necessarily, so, is not admit* 
ted. It can exist and operate without the body ; 
and however inthnate its ordinary connection with 
the body may be, it cannot, from the considerar 
tions already oflFered, sustain the relation of an 
effect to its cause. 

Passing, then, to the more direct evidences that 
the doctrine of the resurrection is credible, I re- 
mark, 

3. That without a future state ^ human existence 
would he incomplete. 

The law of God, everywhere manifest, seems 
to be, that each class of being shall have a sphere 
of existence fully equal to all its capacities for de- 
velopment. In this respect there is a harmony 
of relation between all beings and their conditions 
which constitute a certain wholeness, or perfec- 
tion. Each is adapted to the other, and corre- 
sponds to it with great exactness. 

Thus : Professor Agassiz takes simply the scale 
of a fish, and, from some peculiarity of itji struc- 
ture, ascertains that it demands a body, and 
organs, and an external condition, of a peculiar 
character ; and, in the absence of all other proof, 
confidently affirms that it had such a body, and 
organs, and outward condition. Or, he seizes 
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apon the tooth of some saurian monster that ex- 
isted thousands of years before man appeared on 
the earth. And as the finger of science traces 
out the corresponding structure and condition of 
the animal to which that tooth belonged, he hesi- 
tates not to say how it must have been organized, 
what was its mode of life, and under what physi- 
cal circumstances it must have existed. In all 
investigations of this character, the man of science 
goes upon the ground of the essential truth of my 
proposition. From one known peculiarity he 
ai^es the existence of another unknown, simply 
because the former demands it. There could be 
no harmony or proper relation of parts without it. 

Perhaps this principle can be better illustrated 
in the processes of vegetable growth. You take 
a rose-bud from its stalk in the spring time. Pick 
it in pieces and analyze its structure as carefiJly 
B8 possible. Down in the heart of that bud the 
microscope will show you, nestling quietly, all the 
elements that go to make up a most beautiful 
flower. There is the germ of all, of everjthing 
that, under favorable circumstances, would open 
into glorious forms, and put on hues of most be- 
witching beauty. 

Now with such an organization as that bud 
possesses, the enlightened mind would look for- 
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ward to the open flower, as its natural and legiti- 
mate destiny. Without such a development it 
does not fill up its proper sphere of being. There 
is no harmony between its nature and condition. 
Its cycle of being is incomplete. If Grod had not 
intended that the rose should mature itself in 
higher forms of beauty than are found in the bud, 
why are the germs of a better condition hidd^i 
tiiere? Why are aU these preparations for an 
enlarged existence, if the process of development 
was designed to be cut off abruptly ? True, we 
know that there are thousands of rose-buds which 
wither and die upon the stalk, just as there are 
tixousands of human bodies that ar* cut down in 
their infancy ; but these exceptions do not impair 
the force of the rule. The law is, evidently, as I 
have stated it, viz. that each class of being shaU 
have a sphere of existence fully equal to aU its 
capacities for development. And a capacity for 
a higher growth ought to be regarded as a suffi.-^ 
cient proof that opportunity for it wiU be granted. 
The application of this argument to my sub- 
ject will be readily perceived. The spiritual 
elements in man, so far as we can jiKige, are 
never fully developed here. In no individual do 
il^y ever attain their perfection in this world.- 
They axe all capable of an infinite expansioii* 
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"The reason, for instance, never seems to reach 
■» point of maturity, like the bodily organs, be- 
yond which its capacities for growth tciininate, 
Ne^vton and La Place did not exhaust their ca- 
pabilities of mental growth. The great Hum- 
boldt has never ascended to such sublime heights, 
that he could not scale others higher still, if he 
had the opportunity. No Howai-d, or St. John, 
ever exhausted the hidden wealth of the affec- 
tions. So of all the spiiitnal attributes of our 
being. How, then, shall we solve the problem ? 
If our entire existence is naiTowed to this little 
point of time which we occupy here, why were 
these capacities given us for a condition infinitely 
higher than we ever reach 1 Why are the germs 
of the flower within us if that flower is never to 
be allowed a sphere for blossoming \ 

Without an immortality, the spu-itual nature of 
loan, is, iu this respect, an anomaly. We find 
no likeness to it in all the universe. Everything 
else seems to fill up aud complete the cycle of its 
being. Each class of animal bodies, and each 
grade of vegetable life, attain to all the maturity 
of which their nature is capable. .\ud I claim 
that we have a right to look for the operation of 
the same law in the spiritual natui'c of man. 
Death does. not end cither its existence or its 
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growth. The buddmg of its germinal elements 
here, are proofs that its perfect blossoming shall 
be unfolded hereafter. 

4. The doctrine of a resurrection is credible, inas- 
mtcch as all the causes necessary to sttch a result as 
it promises, really exist 

Moral causes, I know, operate in a very differ- 
ent manner from those which are physical ; but 
in some cases, at least, their results may be re- 
garded as equally certain. Now I assume, in be- 
ginning this argument, that there is an infinitely 
wise, powerful, and benevolent Being whom we 
call God ; and I address only those who admit 
this position. 

Such a Being, having infinite wisdom and knowl- 
edge, cannot be circumvented or disappointed in 
any purposes which he may form. If he is infi- 
nite in goodness, he must desire to raise all his 
children to immortal life and blessedness. And 
if he has also infinite power, he must be abund- 
antly able to carry all his plans into entire execti- 
tion. Here, then, all the causes which are essen- 
tial to the result contemplated, actually exist 
The result, therefore, cannot be doubtful. It is 
on this basis, chiefiy, that I rest my hopes of im- 
mortality. I cannot question, seriously, the ex- 
istence of such a God. Irresistabl6i»proofs of his 
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Ireing force themselves upon me, turn which ever 
"Way I may. There is an infinite and perfect 
ZBeing above me, who is God and Father of all. 
He loves me with an undying affection. I know 
that without him I could not have existed. I 
know that all the blessings which I enjoy come 
from his kindness. And I know, too, that he 
will raise me to an immortal life, just as I know 
that I would do it for my own deai- child, if I had 
the ability. 

Let me leave the argument, then, with you in 
this form. I speak to you who are a father. 
When you look upon the fair-haired little boy, 
who daily prattles at your knee ; who appeals to 
you with tender and loving looks, over whose 
dear and open brow the very angels of bliss seem 
to hover ; tell me, as you gaze upon him in ear- 
nest love, if it deiJended upon your wUl alone, 
what would you do with him ? Would you shut 
him in the grave forever ? Would you place 
him in the cold earth, and let him end his being 
and enjoyment together? Or would you call him 
up to a higher life, and a purer bliss again ? 
Would you not give him immortal felicity ? 

Mother, which would you do for your little 
one, — your o^Ti child to whom you have given 
life in so much pain ; who has diawn its very 
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heart's blood from your veins ; who has clung to 
your bosom so fondly to-day, — tell me what 
you would do for that little one, if the choice 
rested with you? 

And as you answer these questions with stream- 
ing eyes and a bursting heart, tell me, also, if it 
is incredible that the great and good Father 
should call up his children from the grave, and, 
crowning them with immortal life and eternal 
blessedness, take them to the arms of his lovcj 
forever ? Amen. 




The noun, Christ, is here applied, not to the 
divine person who bore that name, but to the 
company of believers who recognized him as their 
heaven-sent Teacher. It is used as the synonym 
of Church. 

The idea which the inspired penman designed 
to express was this, notwithstanding the diversity 
of gifts enjoyed by members of the Church, the 
Church was an unite — was one body — animat- 
ed by one spirit, and instituted for the accomplish- 
ment of one great object. 

To render his thought more distinct, and to 
pve it greater force, he introduces an apt illustra- 
tion. He refers to the human body, and offers 
that as a type of the Church. With regard to the 
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human body we observe, first, that it has many 
members. So also has the Church of Christ; 
We observe next that the members of the human 
body differ essentially from each other. In struc- 
ture they ^e unlike. To each is assigned a sep- 
arate and distinct sphere ; and each was appoint* 
ed to some peculiar function. Compare the eye 
with the hand. How greatly they differ in struo-^ 
ture ! Their sphere also differ. The one is pla- 
ced beneath the intellectual brow, the other at 
the extremity of the arm. How different their 
functions ! With one, outward objects are dis- 
covered — ^with the other these objects are handled. 
The ear and foo^t differ quite as greatly. The 
same is true of the brain and heart. Notwitt 
standing this diversity, there is but one body; 
We say there is but one body — first, because all 
these members are joined together in one system. 
We say there is but one body, secondly, because 
one nerve-system imites the whole, and because 
one common life-current circulates through all. 
Again, we say, there is but one body, because the 
organism of which each member forms a part, 
has one specific purpose, and each member's sig^ 
nificance and use grows out of its relation to this 
purpose. These members therefore, being many^ 
are one body. - 
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In all the respects just named the Church re- 

.^embles this human body. Among its many 

TKnembers great differences exist. In point of 

structure or organization, no too are alike. To 

«ach member the great Head of the Church has 

assigned a distinct sphere, and peculiar functions. 

To no two members has been given the same 

sphere, or office. And yet there is here but one 

bodj/ — one body, because all these members are 

bound together in one complete system — one 

body, because a common life cuculates through 

them aU, and because each is essential to the 

purpose for which the Church was organized. 

What is said, in our text, of the eai-ly Chui'ch, 
18 true of the Church in all ages. The Church 
of to-day is one body. Of course I use the word 
in no narrow sense. I have no reference to de- 
nominational lines. My eye sweeps the entire 
range of Christendom, and I include mider the 
name Church, all who recognize Christ as their 
Master — all who strive to imitate his example, 
taid all whose hearts have been baptised into his 
love. Of such, in all communions, is the Church 
of Christ composed. The lesson of the text is, 
that all these differing members form but one 
body. 

If we raise our thoughts above the individual 
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elements of the Christian body to masses of be- 
lievers that have assumed distinctive names and 
organizations, and which we call by the general 
appellation of sects, we shall still conteiiiplate 
members of the Church. And of these larger 
members it is equally true that they are joined in 
one body, having one common Head, and thus 
joined to eflfect one great object. 

What is that object ? It is nothing less than 
the salvation of souls. Sects may differ in their 
estimate of the moral condition of souls. They 
may differ in their views of salvation — they may 
differ with regard to the instumentalities to be 
employed in the work of salvation, and also with 
reference to the degree of success which should 
crown their exertions ; yet they are agreed with 
respect to the general purpose of Church organi- 
zation. Hence each sect is striving, in its own 
sphere, with its own means, and in its own way, 
to win souls to Christ. 

I confess that when this fact is in my mind, I 
almost forget the differences that divide us. 
These differences will lose much of their import- 
ance when the field of vision is illumined by the 
cheering truth that all the sects are aiming at one 
common end, and that end the salvation of souls 
formed in the image of God, and made capable 
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of enjoying him forever! A grander purpose 
was never given to man — a grander never en- 
listed his energies. 

I can never think of this purpose without start- 
ing the question : Is the Church prosecuting this 
work with the greatest possible efficiency ? And 
as the greatness of this pm-pose unfolds itself be- 
fore my mind, my interest in the question quick- 
ens and deepens. Friends, you now sympathise 
with me in this feeling of interest, for you reaUze 
as I do, the importance of the work to which all 
the members of Christ's Church are called. 

Is the Church prosecuting this work with the 
greatest possible efficiency ? The answer which 
I have been forced to give to this question is the 
disheartening. No. Alas, that it should he so! 
but the fact cannot be overlooked. But wli^ is 
not the Church doing its work most efficiently 1 
What cause can be assigned in explanation of its 
comparative inefficiency 1 Its members liave over- 
looked and forgotten essential truths. The truths 
to v'hich I refer, were in the mind of Paul when 
my text was penned. 

I now ask yonr attention while I attempt to de- 
velop and enforce these truths. As an aid in 
this tindertaking I shall use the very appropriate 
ligure furnished me by the author of my text — 
of that the human body. 
12 
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Let US suppose, at the outset, that each mem- 
ber of the human body is endowed with intelli- 
gence, and is capable of independent choice and 
action. We will suppose that the hand or eye, 
or ear, or foot, can reason, will, and act, as well 
as the brain. Now, on such a supposition, what 
would be essential to efficiency of action on the 
part of these differing members. 

1. We reply, first, it would be an essential that 
each member believe that it is not the body. Let 
us suppose, for a moment, that any member as- 
sumed to be the body. Suppose the eye makes 
this absurd assumption. What foUows? Why 
it denies the usefulness of the other members. 
It is the body : of what significance are they ? Of 
course, with this estimate of their relation to it- 
self, and of their value, it would refuse to co-op- 
erate with them. What have they to do with its 
purpose, or it with their purpose ? No ; the mo- 
ment any member assumed to be the body, that 
moment all concert of action between itself and 
other members would come to an end. There 
could be no harmonious, and consequently, no 
efficient action, on the part of the members, so 
long as any one claimed to be the body, and thus 
denied its relation to the others as parts of a per- 
fect whole. 
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Let U8 now turn a moment, to the body of the 
Church, and ask, if any of ita members have ever 
assumed to be the body ? Has not the Catholic 
branch made this assumption X Has it not claim- 
ed to be the Church, and denied membership to, 
and refused to co-operate with the Protestant 
members 1 Has it not said to these members, you 
do not belong to that body whose Head is Chiist 
— you are mere excrescences which wo cut from 
this body ? All this she has said and attempted. 
But let us not exhaust our indignation upon the 
arrogance of the Catholic Church. Certain Pro- 
testant members ai'e equally deserving of rebuke. 
What have they said of their unnatural Mother i 
They have denied her relation to the great Head 
and Founder of the tiue Church — they have 
pronounced her a huge, burdensome excrescence 
upon the living body — a mere sponge, which in 
the damp and darkness of the Middle Ages, grew 
upon the Rock of Gospel truth. 

But their absuidity did not end here. Equal 
arrogance has beti-ayed itself ui theii- judgments 
of each other. Little fragmentary sects — the 
smallest members of the great body — whose only 
claim to superiority was then- age, or popularity, 
have assumed to be the only true Church, and 
disfellowshipped all the others I They have 



172 CHRISTIAN UNITY. 

framed their creed and said. All who believe this 
are Christians — all who reject it, infidels. What 
if the moon were to say, I am the universe, and 
disfellowship all the planets, stars and sxins ! It 
would do an absurd thing, to be sure, but nothing 
more absurd than certain little sects have done. 

This monstrous assumption has been one of 
the most active causes of the persecutions which 
older sects have inflicted upon the yoimger mem- 
bers. It has doomed more than one such mem- 
ber to a baptism of fire. It has imposed upon 
each rising member of the brotherhood of sects, 
the struggles and the perils of conflict. Well, 
perhaps we' ought not to complain of this. The 
conflicts, toils and hazards were a necessary dis- 
cipline, perhaps. It is weU for individuals, we 
know, to bear the yoke in their youth. The 
same hard experience may conduce to the weU- 
being of sects. 

What has been the consequence of the assump- 
tion we have noticed ? What has it produced in 
the body of the Church ? It has destroyed all 
concert of action aniong its members. There can 
be no concert of action, and consequently no 
efficient action, so long as this assiunption is made 
by any member. Before harmonious and efficient 
action can prevail, each member must believe 
that it is not the body. 
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2. But something more is necessary. All of 
the members must believe that each of the others 
is essential to the completeness and integritj' of 
the whole. Further, it is essential that each 
member keep in liew the fact that, although it 
differs from the others in tlie stnictui'e, occupies 
a separate sphere, and performs peculiar fimc- 
tions, still the grand piu'pose for which it was 
made, is the same as that for which all the others 
were made. It must not forget that all were de- 
signed in view of one great end. 

To make this more eleai- to the mind, let us 
suppose that among the members of the body — 
which, by the terms of a previous supposition, 
are intelligent — let us suppose, I say, that the 
truths just stated were overlooked. Could they 
act in concert and efficiently 1 AVe will test this 
on the assumption that the end of our being is to 
get good, and to do good. 

First, This active miud, in scax'ch of loiowledge, 
desires to ascertain the height of a loftj^ object in 
the distance. It knows how this can be ascer- 
tained without ascending to tlie object's summit. 
UaT-ing perfected its plim of procedure, it calls 
upon tlic feet to assist in ruimiiig the requisite 
iMise line. The feet reply that they are engaged 
iu the delightful exercise of dancing, and cannot 
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grant the favor. What care they about altitudes 
and base lines ? Of course, nothing can be done 
in this direction. 

Again. A cry of distress rings out from a 
home of woe and want. It is heard by the sym- 
pathetic nature, and the heart at once desires to 
respond to the appeal. It rushes up to the study 
of the busy mind, and hurriedly but softly knocks 
at its door. It is not heard. It knocks again, 
and louder. This time it is successful, and the 
absorbed intellect inquires, abstractedly, what is 
wanted ? The tale of distress is soon told by the 
anxious heart, and its aid is solicited in devising 
and executing some measure of relief. The 
power addressed happens to be engaged in pro- 
foimd investigation — it is squaring the circle, per- 
haps, or employed with equal profit and chances of 
success^ in solving the problems of Free Agency 
and Divine Sovereignty — and cannot lend its 
aid. No concert of action, we perceive ; nor, on 
the terms of our supposition, is such concert pos- 
sible. But this is not all. Overlooking their re- 
lation and common object, they would soon, in the 
first moment of leisure, begin to notice and discuss 
their differences. We can easily imagine warm 
and protracted discussions of this nature between 
eyes and ears, hands and feet, brain and heart. 
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From this type of the Church we now turn to 
the Chmxh itself. And we ask, in view of the 
lesson our illustrations have taught ua, have all of 
the members of this body believed that each was 
essential to the integrity of the whole t Has each 
kept in view the fact that although others differ 
from it, stUl all were made with reference to one 
common end, and that each is an essential aid in 
the attainment of that end ? Alas, that we must 
answer, No. The gi'eat truths just stated have 
been overlooked. Do you require proof of this? 
1. "NVe cite the fact that there has been little 
concert of action among the members. Concerted 
action results from a recognition of the ti'iiths 
named above, on the part of all differing members 
of the Chui'ch. A want of such action must 
therefore indicate ignorance of these truths, on 
their part. Against what common foe have they 
united their power and made an attack ? Pagan- 
ism is a common foe, and yet, since the days of 
BectB, we have never seen a Cfeistendom engaged 
in united combat with it. Sects, to be sure, have 
organized, separately, for this warfare, and sent 
light flying artillery upon Pagan ground. But 
scarcely any two sects, until within a brief peri- 
od, have joined then- forces for such an cnterpiise. 
O, the world has yet to see a united Christendom 
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moving against Pagan superstitions, under the 
white banner of the Cross, each bearing its own 
spiritual weapon, polished and perfect ! Ah, yes, 
and heathendom has yet to feel the shock of their 
irresistible charge ! God speed the time when 
the divided battalions of the great Captain's army, 
moved by one desire, and animated by one hope 
of victory, shall approach nearer each other, 
wheel into line, and march against the powers of 
Paganism. 

Sin is a common enemy; but when did the 
members of Christ's nominal Church ever band 
together, and charge, in solid column, upon any 
of its entrenchments ? Sects have carried on a 
sort of intermittent guerilla warfare with the 
devil's scouts, and advanced guard. They have 
yet to make his kingdom shake with the tread of 
their united armies, and his central battlements 
reel and crumble imder the force of their concen- 
trated shot. 

Infidelity is a common foe. Alas, they have 
accused each other of fostering this foe ; and to 
accomplish its destruction, have recklessly fixed 
their bomb-shells into each other's camps ! 

2. Do we need further proof that the truths we 
have named, have been overlooked by Christian 
sects? I refer you to their contentions about 
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flieir differences, whether of organization, of ritu- 
al, or of doctrine. These contentious have cost 
an expenditui'e of time and Btreiigth which they 
could ill afford. You have knowledge of these 
contentions, and you have seen and deplored theii- 
consequences. 

It was ouce said, somewhat sarcastically, per- 
haps, that the natural state of mankind is "war." 
There has been a time in the history of Christian 
sects, when the above description would have au- 
Bwered thou- condition quite as well as that for 
"which it was framed. Some of us may have re- 
cx)Uections of cei-tain localities in which sects took 
antagonistic attitudes, and dealt each other heavi- 
er blows than they bestowed upon the acknowl- 
edged emissaries of Satan. In these localities 
Christian ministers, of opposmg creeds, were so 
full of the belligcreut s[)irit that they could not 
meet even as unsanctified heathen ought to meet. 
They acted the part rather of " fretful porcu- 
pines " — the quills of their aectaiian rancor all 
alive und bristling 1 

In new of these dissensions, need we wonder 
that great errors still darken our world, and 
pant wrongs yet trample on human rights, and 
defy our power ! There is Intemperance, mighty 
still, though wearuig more scars left by Ciospel 
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weapons, perhaps, than any other form of evil. 
Would this scourge still have been able to waste 
the energies of our young men, and laugh and 
gibber in our streets, provided Christian sects had 
joined in a persistive warfare against it, and fought 
it with a determination equal to its enormity ? 

And Slavery, dark and bold, would that have 
remained to awe us with its defiant front, had 
Christian sects smitten it with united hearts ! Ah, 
nearly every force of evil owes much of its pres- 
ent position and power to the dissensions to which 
we have referred. A imited Christendom would 
soon overcome the last defiant wrong, and sweep 
from its foundation the strongest fortress of error. 

But Satan is pleased with the strife. He be- 
holds it with a grin of satisfaction, and cheers the 
belligerents. His motto is, " divide and conquer." 
Guided by this motto, I have sometimes thought 
he was more victorious than the disordered ranks 
of the Christian army. 

I hope I shall not be misimderstood. I do not 
stand here to denounce creeds, nor to overlook 
all differences of faith. Nor would I counsel in- 
difference towards these differences. Creeds are 
useful in their places. They define what idea a 
man or a sect has of Christianity. As long as I 
have a Christian faith, I expect to have a Christian 
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creed. And as long as men differ in their views 
of Christianity, so long will they have different 
creeds. These creeds will be necessary rally- 
ing-points for those of kindred views. They vrill 
be to sects, what Constitutions are to states. States 
will give up their differing Constitutions as fast 
as they are merged into that kingdom which is 
ultimately to absorb them all under the rule of 
the great King of kings and Lord of lords. So 
creed after creed vrill be cast aside as sects rise 
into the pure atmosphere of love, attain a perfect 
view of the Gospel system, and in the full blaze 
of its truth, see eye to eye. Creeds are necessary 
means to the attainment of this end. This is 
their use. Their abuse consists in making them 
the test of discipleship, and in pronouncing all 
accursed who are not willing to adopt the one we 
have framed. Against this abuse I have no fear 
of either feeling or speaking too strongly. 

Aware of doctrinal differences, I am in favor of 
discussion. I would not have these differences 
overlooked as matters of no moment. I would 
have them freely canvassed, hut I would have them 
canvassed in love. And what is to prevent this ] 
Ought I to hate you because you cannot agree to 
my creed ] Shall you get vexed with me because 
I venture to question the soundess of any of your 
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doctrines ? Poor reasons these for hatred and 
strife among Christian brethren. 

But I go still further on this tack. I would be 
pleased to see ministers of different sects freely 
exchange pulpit labors, and preach to other con- 
gregations than their own, the doctrines of their 
creed. I know it would be a novel sight to see 
an orthodox minister in a Universalist pulpit, and 
a Universalist clergyman might not feel at home, 
at first, ' by the chancel of an Episcopal Church ; 
nor could we imagine that a priest of the "Apos- 
tolic Succession," would at once " get the hang ' 
of a Dissenter's desk. But practice would soon 
overcome all feelings of strangeness. 

Now, why should not such exchanges take 
place? "Ah," replies my self-styled evangelical 
brother, " you Universalists and Unitarians, are 
heretics. We cannot fellowship you." Well, 
suppose we are heretics. As such you believe 
that we are exposed to the pains of an endless 
hell ; and you also believe that nothing can save 
us from this doom but faith in the Gospel as you 
preach it ! Are you in earnest ] Do you really 
believe what you profess ? You ought to forgive 
doubts of your honesty, on our part, so long as 
you refuse to preach from our pulpits what you 
claim to be the only saving faith ! But you ob- 
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J €ct to the conditions ? Yon dislike to have error 
X)roclairaed to yonr people. What, afraid to have 
^rror bronght into the presence of trnth ! Did 
"you ever fear that shadows would put out your 
lamp, or that night would forever extinguish the 
splendor of day 1 Again, I press the question — 
Are you sincere ? Do you really believe, con- 
cerning our condition, what you preach? My 
brother, let us get nearer each other. We have 
Mndred natures, and I give utterance to one of 
the deepest sentiments of mine, when I say, that 
there is no error I desire to cherish, for all errors 
are my foes ; nor is there any truth essential to 
my spkitual well-being that I would remain igno- 
rant of, for every truth preached by my Redeem- 
er, is warm with his friendship and love. Then, 
for Christ's sake, for humanity's sake, and O, for 
my sake, preach your doctrines of salvation, if 
such you have, from every place that is offered 
you. 

But a brother of my own faith will say, perhaps, 
" Our laity build pulpits for UniversaJist, and not 
for orthodox ministers. We expect to hear our 
own views proclaimed from them, and not dogmas 
we have discarded." But are you not willing, 
my brother, to bear their infliction, occasionally, 
when you know that the tidings of a full salva- 



182 CHRISTIAN UNITY. 

tion are being proclaimed from partialis! pulpits 1 
Let us not be too conceited.. It is possible that 
other creeds contain some truth not to be foimd 
in ours, and that other preachers may suggest 
some duty, or bring to your view some Christian 
grace, which had escaped the notice of your 
chosen spiritual guide. 

I firmly believe that the time for such exchan- 
ges is near. More than one noble heart is even 
now beating against the sides of the narrow pul- 
pits of partialism, yearning for a wider range for 
its sympathies, and to co-operate with all devout 
and earnest workers in the broad vineyard of the 
common Christ. May I live to see the era of 
such fellowship inaugurated ! And may I be in- 
stnunental in hastening its dawn. 

Now of all that we have said, this is the sum : 
The true Church of Christ is not one member, 
but is composed of many members. Each mem- 
ber is essential to the completeness of the united 
whole. All were formed and imited for the ac- 
complishment of one great purpose under Christ 
— the regeneration of the race. Further, we 
have seen that efficiency of action, on the part of 
these members will only ensue when all keep in 
view the truths concerning their relation, signifi- 
cance, and purpose, just stated. These truths they 
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overlooked in the past, and hence the conflicts 
we have deplored. That past in the history of 
Christian sects ! Let me give you a sjinbol of its 
dissonance. A complicated battle-piece is put 
into the hands of requisite musicians. Each 
copies his part, and prepares himself for playing 
the same. But before each begins to play he fur- 
gets that what he has copied is a part of a compli- 
cated whole. He thinks it the whole, and, turn- 
ing his back upon the others, bcguis to perform. 
Now the rich, clear notes of the bugle rise on the 
air, spread through the clear heavens, and break 
. into echoes around the distant hill-tops. While 
our ear is listening to the inspiring tones, the fifer 
puts his instrument to his lips and awakens a 
strain which thrills with agony the nerves of hear- 
ing. And now, upon theii' quivering strings falls 
the crashuig peals of the noisy di'iun. Heavens, 
what a discord ! The ear of Milton's fancy did 
not tremble under greater dissonance as the bra- 
zen gates of his glowing hell " grated harsh thun- 
der." A fit emblem this of the course pui'sued, 
and of the effects produced, in the past, by the 
different sects. Each has copied his part of the 
Gospel anthem, and played it as though there 
were no other parts or players. Is it a matter 
for wonder that sounds jangled and discordant 
have been made ? 
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But a future is already dawning on the wdrld, 
pregnant with Christian harmonies. The mem- 
bers of the grand Gospel Band, who have been 
learning their parts in the past, are now Jeaming 
that they copied but parts^ and that the harmony 
they desire can only be produced by concerted 
action. They will soon be able to play together, 
and then shall break upon delighted ears, music 
such as " earth heard never." 

The key-note ! What is that ? and who shall 
give it ] It is not the creed of this sect, nor the 
ritual of that. No, no ; that key-note is Love — 
boundless, deathless, and impartial love. Who* 
shall give us this magical note ? God be thank- 
ed, fliat we are dependent upon no sect for this. 
It was given it eighteen hundred years ago. It 
rose softly on the air of Palestine, rolled sweetly 
through its valleys, and up its hill-sides, while 
the dear Redeemer went about doing good. And 
when his foes stood exultant upon Calvary, and 
darkness wrapped his Cross, it trembled through 
the gloom, and fell with strange power on guilty 
ears below, as he prayed, " Father for^ve them 
for they know not what they do." This divine 
key-note has soimded through all the intervening 
ages ; but it has been drowned by the roar and 
rattle of sectarian strife. There is now a pause 



CHRISTIAN UNITY. 185 

in fhe conflict, and it is swelling out clearer and 
more distinct than ever upon the ears of Christen- 
dom. Sects are turning to catch its entrancing 
sound. One by one they will thrill with its rap- 
ture, and rise into harmony with it. O what a 
glorious future is before us ! What melodies do 
we hear ! All the members of the Gospel Band 
are playing in perfect concert ! Their divine 
music sounds through Christendom, and breaks in 
xipon Pagan realms! Benighted nations catch 
the strain, and now 



" Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round. 
13 
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THE DURATION AND EXTENT OP CHRIST'S 

SAYING POWER. 



BY REV. T. J. SAWYER, D. D., OF NEW YORK. 



** Wherefoee he h able to save them to the uttermost that comb 
ITNTO God by him ; seeing he ever liveth to make intercession fob 
THEM." — Hebrews vii. 25. 

There are few questions of graver interest than 
those which relate to the duration and extent of 
Christ's saving power. What is its range, and 
how long shall it continue to operate 1 Is his 
mediatorial work confined, as many teach, exclu- 
sively to this world and to the hours of mortal 
life ; or does it extend beyond the shadows of the 
tomb, and triiunph also in the land, to us unseen, 
of departed souls ] Does his kingdom, with its 
divine and saving virtues, thi'ow its influence 
backward to the garden of Eden, and sweep for- 
ward over all future ages of our race, gathering 
thus within the arms of the divine love and 
mercy the whole family of man] Will Christ 
be satisfied with the salvation of a few, or any 
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part, of the lost ; or will he continne to carry on 
his work till the whole human race shall be re- 
deemed and sanctified and made happy forever 1 

These are questions tiiat necessarily touch 
" every man's business and bosom." They aflFect 
our highest conceptions of God and his moral 
government ; tiiey directly concern the extent of 
Christ's work, and consequently his glory : and I 
need not say tiiat they bear with an irresistible 
force upon our Christian hopes, botii for ourselves 
and our fellow men, through all eternity. The 
day has gone by when Christians can regard 
these questions with unconcern. The time is 
passed when a comfortable hope of our own sal- 
vation can satisfy us, and we may sit down utter- 
ly indifferent what is to be the final destiny of 
our neighbors and the world. Our modem 
Christendom is becoming too Christian; it has 
too much of the spirit of Christ ; of that spirit of 
love that brought him from the bosom of the 
Father, and led him to suffer and die for the sal- 
vation of his enemies ; to allow these questions to 
be longer pushed aside as mere questions of idle 
curiosity, and still more to be sneered at as utter- 
ances of a corrupt heart, and therefore proper 
subjects of pious mockery and scorn. Taught by 
our blessed religion to love our neighbor as our- 
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selves, to love even our worst enemy on earth, 
and pray for him, the question whether he shall 
be finally saved or lost — whether he shall make 
another star ui the crown of our Saviour, or shall 
spend an eternity in blaspheming the name of 
our God, is one that we cannot reflect upon 
without its thrilling us to the very core of our 
hearts. And why should we not avow an inter- 
est in the subject, and a solicitude in the salvation 
of the ivorld, which no other subject can excite J 
God, the great Creator and Father of all, " will 
have all men to be saved and come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth." Christ, the only begotten 
Son of God, " gave himself a ransom for all,/ 
and " tasted death for every man." There is joy 
among the angels of heaven, too, over one sinner 
that repents and tiunis to God. And is it possi- 
ble that men, themselves sinners, themselves re- 
deemed by the blood of Christ, and hoping in the 
grace of God, shall not desire the salvation of 
ttieir own kindred ? It were a shame to the 
Church, or any member of it, to be indifferent 
and imconcemed in relation to such a subject as 
this. 

It is, tlien, under such favorable circumstimces 
aa these, that I come to the discussion of the 
questions I have proposed. I would know what 



190 Christ's saving power. 

I am to think of Christ ; of the duration of his 
redeeming power, and the extent of his salvation. 
I would learn, if possible, what destiny awaits my 
fellow men, and consequently what Christian, 
hopes I may entertain, and what Christian joys 
I may indulge. May my soul take up a song of 
thanksgiving and praise, or must it clothe itself 
in sackcloth and go on its dark pathway weeping? 
Thank God, we have the assurance, that " Christ 
is able to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him." There is balm in Gilead, and 
there is a physician there. For a world lying in 
sin, a Saviour has been provided; and a race 
alienated from God is to be brought back and 
made meet " to glorify God and to enjoy him for- 
ever." This is the doctrine of the Bible. It is 
what the Apostle afBrms in our text. 

The object of the epistle to the Hebrews was 
to confirm the Jewish Christians in their faith, 
and to fix them in an unwavering adherence to 
the Gospel. To do this the Apostle had shown, 
and was showing, that Jesus of Nazereth, as the 
Messiah of God, was far superior to all those who 
were engaged in giving and administering the 
Law, and was therefore worthy of higher honor 
and a profounder confidence. Christ was greater 
than the ancient prophets by whom God had 
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spolcen to the fathers ; greater than Moses through 
whom the Law came ; greater even than the an- 
gels through "the disposition" of whom their ven- 
crahle economy was established. Not only so, 
but Christ was superior to the Jewish High Priest 
who occupied so elevated, almost divine a rank 
in that religion, as well as iu the reverence of 
their nation. The Sou of God was above him in 
every respect ; in the manner of his appointment 
and consecration ; in the order of bis priesthood; 
in the dignity of the sacrifice which ho offered ; 
in the place where his great priestly function was 
performed ; in the numbers for whom he acted ; 
and finally, in the diu-ation of his high office. 
Christ was made and consecrated a Priest " with 
an oath," and after the order, not of Aaron, but of 
Melchisedcc. He did not offer the blood of bulls 
and goats, but he offered himself. He did not 
make many sacrifices, but one great sacrifice 
" once for all." He did not enter the holy of 
holies in a temple made with hands, but he en- 
tered heaven itself, there to appear- in the pres- 
ence of God ; not for a single nation, but for the 
whole human family. But what particularly dis- 
tinguished him from the priests imder the Law, 
Was the circumstance that they were many, since 
they were not permitted to continue by reason of 
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death. They died and passed away, and others 
rose up to take the office which they had laid 
down. But the priesthood of Christ allowed of 
no succession ; it was perpetual. In one word, 
Christ was made a Priest " not after the law of a 
carnal commandment, but after the power of an 
endless life." And the priesthood being changed, 
there was of necessity a change also of the law. 
The Law of Moses made nothing perfect ; it was 
only the shadow of good things to come : while the 
bringing in of a better hope, " the new covenant^'* 
makes all perfect, since by it men draw nigh unto 
God. For every priest under the old dispensa- 
tion, stood daily ministering and offering often- 
times the same sacrifices, which could never take 
away sins ; but Christ after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sin, " forever sat down on the right 
hand of God, from thenceforth expecting till his 
enemies be made his footstool;" that is, till all 
things shall be brought in humble subjection to 
the Son ; till, according to the spirit of the new 
covenant, he shall have put his laws into their 
hearts and written them in their minds, and their 
sins and iniquities be remembered no more. And 
now as Christ liveth forever in heaven whither he 
entered to appear before God in behalf of all for 
whose sins he made himself an offering, so he is 
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forever able to save those who, needing sidvation, 
come unto God through him. 

Such, then, ia the doctrine of our text. Christ 
is forever able to save, because he lives forever, 
and sitting at Uie right hand of God, he holds an 
imcbangeLible priesthood. 

In discussing the subject somewhat farther, 
you may observe — 1. That Christ is a Saviour. 
'2. That he is the only Saviour provided for thd 
■world. 3. That he is able to save to the utter- 
most all that come unto God by him. 

I. I need spend but a moment upon the first 
of these propositions. AH who believe in Christ 
at all, in the New-Testament sense of the term, 
believe that he is a Saviour. This is the charac- 
ter in which the Scriptures always present him, 
and in which he stands before us m history. And 
may I not add, that our own souls can testify, on 
their individual experience, to the same fact? 
Looking at Christ iu the lowest light in which it 
13 possible to contemplate him, I mean in his out- 
ward, visible influence upon this world, we must 
all confess that his saving power is wonderful. 
Wherever the Gospel of Chiist goes, it is accom- 
panied by beams of light; it lifts the nations up, 
quickens their thought, softens their character, 
and makes them better and nobler than they were 
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before. It teaches them humanity and inspires 
them with a broader and deeper benevolence. 
The old religions of the world could not incul- 
cate what they did not themselves possess. With 
the exception of the Jewish, they were all false, 
and that was narrow. They were not suited to 
human nature, and had no power of purifying or 
exalting it. And what did the ancient philoso- 
phers do for mankind ? They had learning, tal- 
ents, popularity, sometimes royal favor, and all 
the influences that could aid in making them po- 
tent in the world, and yet after ages of labor they 
left humanity much as they found it. "Across 
the night of Paganism, philosophy flitted on, like 
the lantern-fly of the tropics, a light to itself, and 
an ornament — but alas ! no more than an orna- 
ment, of the surrounding darkness." But what 
the philosophers, with all their wisdom, could not 
do, Jesus of Nazareth, bom in a stable, and, after 
a brief life of labor and hardship, hung upon a 
Cross, has more than accomplished ; he has 
wrought the greatest changes and overturned the 
world, The influences of the philosophers seem- 
,^^ alpiost to die with themselves, while Christ has 
sent down his power and truth through long ages, 
and now after eighteen centuries it is mightier 
than ever. It began a mustard seed and has 
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g;roTvn up into a tree. It commenced a little 
stream flowing forth, piu-e and fresh, from the 
f ountam of life, and to-day it is a broad deep riv- 
er, making glad the city of God ; and still it is 
blowing on, age after age, gathering sti'ongth and 
"widening and deepening into a mcasui'eless and 
fathomless sea. 

Wherever the Gospel goes it changes the cur- 
rent of men's thoughts and the conduct of their 
lives. It lifts them up and makes them wiser, 
and gi^eatcr and better. This higher external life 
is but the exponent and natural outgrowth of 
what is within — exalted affections and a purified 
heart. Christianity regenerates the soul. It is a 
revelation of the highest spiritual truths ; it 
touches the deepest springs of human action. It 
brings the recipient of its grace into harmony 
with heaven, and makes the spirit a true partaker 
of the divine nature, and thus in the best sense a 
child of God. " The Gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that belie^eth." 

But as Christ is a Saviour, the question natur- 
ally aiises as to the character of his salvation ; in 
oflier words, From what does he save us 1 Prop- 
erly there are hut two fundamental views possible 
on this subject. Christ either sa^es from sin, or 
from the consrqiiences of sin. Tu the thoughts of 
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some persons perhaps, both of these salvations 
may be confusedly blended together. 

Men often speak as if the great evil under 
which our race is suffering, is the danger of hell ; 
is the wrath of God ; or in other words, is the , 
punishment of sin. Sin itself, is in the view of 
many persons, of slight concern, at least any fur- 
ther than it exposes them to the divine retribu- 
tions. What they think they most need is to be 
saved from the pains and penalties of the law. 
Were there some mode to escape the justice of 
God, were some hand stretched forth to rescue 
them from the flames of hell, it would offer them 
all the salvation they feel to be important. 

But do such persons fully comprehend their 
case and their necessities ? Is not the evil deeper 
than this, more inward, and, to the spiritual eye, 
more fearful ? Of what avail would it be to a 
sinner to save him from the punishment of past 
sins, if he cannot first be saved from future sin- 
ning, — from the love of sin and the practice of 
it ? To save the victim of intemperance from its 
diseases and shame would bring him no perma- 
nent good, because his continuing vice would soon 
involve him in the same diseases and shame again. 
To pardon a guilty felon out of prison and let 
him go free would avail him nothing. What he 
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to be saved from justice, not from the 
prison, but from himself, from his own 
passions, from his utter selfishness, his disre- 
gard of the rights of others; and his trampling on 
bll laws human and divine. Save such a man fi-om 
Khe love and practice of sin, bring him into har- 
amony with truth and God, make his heart right, 
cuid you have done him the greatest good, I had 
^most said, the only real good, he is capable of 
^receiving. Such a salvation makes his soul pure, 
and would render chaijis of iion light, and the 
■walls of a dimgeon beautiful ; whUe mere salva- 
"tion from prison and punishment would bring 
liiin no peace, and woxdd perhaps only involve 
liim in deeper guilt, " Go and sin no more," 
said the Sanour to one of the subjects of his 
liealing mercy, *' lest a worse thing come upon 
tiiee." I wish we could come to see and make 
the world imdcrstand and feel that sin is the great 
evil we have need to fear, and that pimishment, 
terrible as it is, is rather a blessing ; that to save 
a man from hell, were there such a place, would 
avail nothing unless he were first saved from sin ; 
and saved from sin, hell itself would soon become 
heaven. 

But not only does the nature of the case tcsich 
oa what kind of salvation mau needs and must 
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have, if he is to be happy, but the Scriptures als 
are very explicit in their teachings on this sub — 
ject. The Son of Man was called Jesiis by direc- 
tion from heaven, because he was to " save his 
people," save them, not from hell, not from the 
justice of God, but " from their sins." It was his 
great work to renew the hearts of men, to breathe 
a divine spirit into their souls, bring them into 
the love of God, and thus redeem them from their 
iniquities, and purify to himself a peculiar people 
zealous of good works. This is the salvation we 
need. Sin is our great foe. It alienates the soul 
from the life of God, sets one at war with the 
moral order of the universe, subjects him to the 
retributions of a loving God, and makes him mis- 
erable simply because he is out of harmony with 
his own better nature, and with the divine Being 
who created him to be happy, but who will never 
aUow him to find happiness till he finds it in 
what is True and Good and Permanent, — in con- 
formity with his own infinite Rectitude and Good- 
ness. To dry up the stream you must stop the 
foimtain from which it flows. Without reversing 
the moral government of the imiverse, God him- 
self, I speak it reverently, cannot save a man 
from punishment while he continues in sin. 
" There is no peace to the wicked." Of all follies, 
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prefore, that is the greatest, which talks of sal- 
tion in sin. Salvation does not consist, as many 
em to think, in being snatched out of hell and 
UQslated into heaven. It implies a new heart, 
td. divine aiFections ; "righteousness and peace 
id joy in the Holy Ghost." 
,. 2. In the second place, I wish to say that while 
brbt is a Saviour, he is the only Savioui- provided 
ff our race. WTiat other means God might 
■.ve adopted for the redemption of mankind I 
D not know, nor do I care to conjecture. It is 
ftough for me that Christ Jesus is a Mediator 
etwcen God and man ; that he was appointed 
f the Eternal Father to do his will, and that 
p was sent into our world to seek and to save 
tuit which was lost. To me Christ is the chief 
omer stone of the divine temple of salvation, 
nd when I consider his sufficiency, and remem- 
er that he is able to save to the uttermost them 
liat come unto God through him, I am glad 
^t " there is none oth r name imder heaven 
^Tcn amongst men, whereby we must be saved." 
Think of it as we may, accept it or reject it aa 
re will, there stands the fact, written out plainly 
II the Scriptures, and attested by all history and 
U experience, that there is no other Saviour for 
r the world. God employs but one 
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economy of grace, and Jesus of Nazareth stands 
at the head of that. He is the bread of God. It 
is he alone that gives life to the world. He is 
the true light that lighteth every man. I 
would, if possible, enforce this thought and make 
it emphatic ; for without it our Christianity, it 
seems to me, is little more than a name. The 
longer I live, and the better I understand the 
Scriptures, so much the clearer and more impor- 
tant does this fact become to me. I know not 
that I can explain it, nor do I know that it is 
necessary to explain it, but still it is true to my 
soul that Christ crucified, is the great central 
point in God's plan of redemption. The Cross of 
Christ attracts my eye, and appeals with a touch- 
ing, and irresistible eloquence to my heart. I 
think I know something of the import of those 
strange words, " And I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me." I have 
felt the power of that bloody Cross and the great 
love which it so mightily preaches. To Christ do 
we owe our best knowledge of God, as well as 
of our relations, duties and destiny. It is he 
alone who has revealed the Father: he has 
brought life and immortality to light : he is the 
author and finisher of our faith : he has given 
us good hope as an anchor to the soul : he 
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[deed is the only ground of our rejoicing. I 
now not what others may think or do, but if | 
solicited to turn away from Christ, I would say in 
le very spirit of Peter, in the days of his dis- 
cipleship, " To whom shall I go T Jesus of \ 
Nazareth has the words of eternal life : and I 
Relieve aud am sure that he is the Christ, the Son 
of the living God." I therefore receive him not 
only as my divine teacher, but as my appointed 
Saviour. I gladly sit at his feet and listen to hia 
life-giving word. I look for true spiritual wisdom | 
from no other ; from no other do I hope for I 
salvation. I believe no man comes to the Father I 
but by him : and I rejoice in knowing that every 
one who, with a loving heart receives the Son, 
has the Father also. 

3. But I pass to consider that '* Chiist is able 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by him." To be able to save is necessary in 
order to be a Saviour. Christ is able to do all 
that he camo to do ; and he is therefore able to 
save to the uttermost them that come to God by 
him. The force of this declaration of the ajiostle 
depends upon the application of the phrase to 
the uttermost. This may be understood witli dif- 
ferent references. It obviously relates to the 
int of Christ's saving power, — but in nhat 
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particular direction? It may express the com- 
pleteness of Christ's salvation in the individuaL 
soul ; or it may indicate the unlimited extent of his 
saving power in regard either to time or space, 
or to both. 

It is true, and a cheering truth, too, that the 
salvation of Christ is ultimately to be complete 
as regards the individual soul. In other words, 
the Christian is to be wholly redeemed from sin, 
and brought into entire conformity to the will of^ 
God. Where the leaven of divine grace enters, 
it will continue to operate till its work is per- 
fectiy accomplished, and man stands forth puri- 
fied like gold, and in the image of God. And it 
is well for us to reflect that there is no degree of 
sinfulness from which Christ cannot save. " The 
blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin." As the 
American Tract Society well says, " There is no 
degree of guilt for which this salvation has not 
provided a full pardon. There are no sins too 
many, there is no burden too heavy for a salva- 
tion like this No soul can be too vile for 

Jesus to cleanse Nor can any soul be too 

dead for Jesus to quicken Neither is 

there any heart too hard for Jesus to soften. . . . 
Neither is there any soul too needy, too poor, too 
full of wants for him. It matters not how mani>- 
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"old be the wants, how deep the poverty, how 
^reat the need. Still he is able to save to the 
■■ittermost." Thank God for so much truth from 
■the American Tract Society. 

But while this is true, it is not, I conceive, 
■tiiat aspect of truth to which the apostle here 
designed to draw our attention. lie was not 
here laboring to show that Christ is able to save 
all classes of sinners, or that he can save them 
wholly. His argument tended in another direc- 
tion. He showed that as Christ lives forever, so 
he is forever able to save ; and as he died on the 
earth and ascended into heaven, and there sitteth 
at the right hand of God, so he is able to save 
siiuiers whether in this world or in that which is 
to come. His saving power sweeps over all 
states of bemg, and lives through all eternity, or 
rather so long as it is needed, so long, indeed, as a 
ilngle sinner in all God's universe remains to be 
wved. Christ is able to save to the uttermost. No 
limit can be assigned to his power. It is in every 
respect adequate to the great work which his 
Father gave him to do, the salvation of the world ! 
I know this statement may seem strange to 
many of you. Christians, in this country espe- 
cially, have been little accustomed to cousidca* 
either the duration or extent of Christ's office. 
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They have confined their thoughts on this great 
subject within very narrow limits. They think 
they sufficiently honor Christ when they repre- 
sent him as the Supreme God, and clothe him 
with omnipotence, even while they make the 
sphere of his operation and the extent of his 
redeeming love contemptible. A Saviour's true 
glory consists in the richness and freeness, in 
the range and power of his salvation: and in 
the end we shall all see that the crown upon 
Christ's head gathers its chief splendors from 
the millions, — which no man can nimiber, — of 
his redeemed. 

All Christians seem to be agreed that the Gosr 
pel is yet to become imiversal upon the earth. 
Christ is to reign till the kingdoms of this world 
have become his own, and all nations shall call 
him blessed. On this point prophecy is too clear 
and decisive to allow of doubt. He is not to 
" fail nor be discouraged till he has set judgment 
in the earth and the isles shall wait for his law." 
Under the new covenant the time is certainly 
coming, when neighbor shall no longer say to his 
neighbor, or brother to brother, " Know the 
Lord ; for all shall know him from the least to 
'the greatest." 

But is Christ's work of salvation confined to 
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^Qiis world ? Has he no power, or having power, 
f'^^rill he never exercise it, to draw a soul to him- 
i^ielf that has passed in ignorance and sin beyond 
'%iaa mortal life ] These questions seem to be 
«:learly answered by our American Christendom. 
"We are distinctly taught by the great mass of the 
<ihurch that specially arrogates to itself the honor 
of orthodoxy, that this life is the only sphere of 
Christ's saiing power, and that beyond the grave 
there is place neither for hope nor mercy. This 
^e, wc are told, is a state of probation for eter- 
nity, and that if we neglect the great interests of 
the Boul till death intei-poaes, nothing will remain 
for us hut to lie down under the wrath and curse 
of God forever : 

"Life U the timo to serve the Lord. 
' The lime to ensure the great reward," 

and the only time. There is no change after 
death. 

It is this fearful view of the case that gives all 
its distinctive power to our modem mis-caUed 
orthodoxy. The advocates of this theory of 
religion confess that were this terrible apprehen- 
sion to be proved untrue, they should have no 
hopes of converting sinners and brbiging soids 
to God. Could men but persuade themselves 
tbat beyond the gi-ave there will be an opportu- 
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nity for repentance and salvation, they could 
never be moved to seek religion and holiness in 
the present life. Let us grant that this is so, 
and does it not follow that we must rely upon 
fear, and not upon love, for the salvation of sin- 
ners ? Does it not follow that hell is to drive 
more than heaven attracts ? 

But has it never occurred to the advocates of 
this doctrine that their theory after all, involves 
the very element of danger against which they 
would guard? If they dare not maintain that 
sinners may repent and find salvation after this 
life has ended, they certainly do not hesitate to 
teach that they may repent and find mercy any 
moment before death interposes. On this side 
of the grave it is never too late. They perpetu- 
ally sing that, 

" While the lamp holds out to burn 
The yilest sinner may return." 

Now it needs no argument to prove that men 
habitually put death afar off. As it is the last 
event in our lives, so it is in every sense the 
remotest in our thoughts. Practically, men are as 
prone to defer repentance and other religious du- 
ties imder this popular theory as they could be 
imder any other. In every orthodox congregation 
there are individuals enough who are not person- 
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^ly religious, and who encourage tliemselveB in 
"their delays by the comfortable thought that there 
xs time enough yet, and that provided they make 
tlieir peace vnth God before they die, though it 
"be at the last moment, all will be well. It really 
makes little or no difference whether " the day 
of grace" be extended to the close of human life 
or ten million years beyond it. 

But this is not all. With this popular theory 
of probation are blended several pernicious errors, 
prejudicial in a very high degree to all religion. 
One is that a religious life is painful and without 
interest or joy, and that a life of sin is a life of 
I pleasure. Another is, and this follows from the 
former, that provided one " gets religion," and 
thus avoids hell and gauis heaven, it matters little 
how he lives, or how late he repents. Is it sin- 
gular that under such lessons the children of this 
world should endeavor to be wise, and while they 
enjoy all the good things of this life, propose also 
by a timely repentance to secure the felicities of 
the life to come ] 

Now I complain of this whole theory of relig- 
ion that it keeps out of sight the important fact, 
that sin is, in itself and in all its consequences, 
" an evil and a bitter thing," contrarj- to the will 
of God and at war with every real interest of 
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man, both temporal and spiritual. To repent of 
it and forsake it, is no less a duty to our own 
souls than it is to God. And it is a duty, too, 
so reasonable and so imperious, let me add, that 
no one can wisely or rightfully defer its perform- 
ance a single day or a single hour. Now^ is 
emphatically the accepted time and the day of 
sjdvation. God invites us to turn now and live. 
He commands us now to repent. Oh, why will 
men defer till to-moiTOW what they should do 
to-day ? Why will they continue to neglect their 
own mercies and pierce themselves through with 
many sorrows ? I believe the divine mercy en- 
dures forever^ but I dread the syren that, by any 
means encourages men to restrain prayer and 
turn away from duty and life. 

But passing from this point, I wish to say 
that if the popular theory of probation is true, it 
must be very clearly revealed in the Scriptures. 
It is obviously not in harmony witli what we know 
of the divine government, and is inconsistent 
with the dictates of an enlightened reason and 
conscience. Now whatever men may think upon 
the subject, it is certain that it is not clearly 
revealed. Indeed, it is not revealed at all. Not 
a single passage of Scripture necessarily or natu- 
rally teaches the doctrine that God's mercy vs 
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vsonfined exclusively to this world, and that beyond 
<leath there is no opportunity for repentance and 
ealvation. Why should it be so ? Why should 
the divine grace be so resplendent this side of the 
grave, and wholly eclipsed on the other 1 And 
Bay what men may, it can never be made to 
appear reasonable or ji^t that the endless weal 
or woe of the human soul should be determined 
by the brief period of mortal life. The longest 
life on earth is but a hand's breadth, a mere 
point, in comparison with eternity. But the 
popular doctrine becomes absolutely overwhelm- 
ing when we consider how very short most men's 
lives ai'c, when we remember how many die in 
childhood and early youth, and reflect imder what 
unfavorable circumstances many are placed, by 
the contiugcDcies of birth and fortime over which 
they have no control, for forming a high moral 
character and working out thcii* salvation. Look 
at human life as we see it here in this favored 
country, with its Bibles and Christian ministry, 
and tell me candidly, if in your soul you can 
diink it reasonable that God should suspend 
men's endless happiness or misery on what they 
do, or fail to do, in the way of spiritual life here t 
Observe, I do not say or insinuate that man is 
not responsible for his conduct. Man is a moral 
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being, and God is just. But it is simply because 
God is just that this doctrine is so monstrous and 
revolting. I say nothing here of the divine good- 
ness. I predicate my whole argument against 
the popular doctrine of probation, on the justice 
of God. 

There is one principle of the divine govern- 
ment, everywhere asserted in the Bible, which 
commends itself at once to our whole moral 
nature. It is that God renders to every man accord- 
ing to his works. Under the divine administra- 
tion there is a perfect adjustment of rewards and 
punishments to every man's good or ill deserts. 
Now this fundamental principle of justice, and of 
God'G government, the popular doctrine of pro- 
bation scouts and denies. It abandons all thought 
of proportion between men's works and their 
rewards and punishments. It tramples on our 
sense of justice, sets up arbitrary rules of judg- 
ing, and dispenses heaven and hell without reason 
or even a decent show of equity. It makes no 
provision for the mixed character which all men 
possess. No man is here wholly good or wholly 
evil. And yet this scheme judges them as if they 
were all angels or devUs. But God takes into 
account all men's works, their thoughts, purposes 
and actions, and judges righteously. He does 
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not withhold from bad men the little praise and 
reward which their few virtues and occasional 
good deeds may claim ; nor does he overlook the 
sins of which good men are sometimes guilty. 
God 19 no respecter of persous, and he renders to 
every man according to his works. 

But by the popular theory of probation, when 
reduced to its tinal statement, men are to be made 
endlessly happy or endlessly miserable, not be- 
cause they arc wholly good or wholly evil, nor 
yet because the good or evil of theii' whole life, 
short as it is, overbalances its opposite ; but 
simply because at the moment of death, the aoul 
sustained a ceitain attitude towai-ds Christ. One 
man is to be received into heaven, not because he 
has always sencd God, or served God more than 
he has the devil, but because he repented before 
deatli of his sins, and prayed to Christ for salva- 
tion. Another is to be sent to hell, not because 
he was always wicked, nor because he performed 
more wrong actions, than right, but because he 
died without repentance and faith. One may 
have been a vtrry good man to the last hour of 
his life, and yet go to hell : another may be a 
very bad man, and yet go to heaven. The ques- 
tion is not how a man has lived, but simply, 
How did he die ? That determines every thing. 
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An innocent child, with but one stain of sin upon 
its soul, unrepented of, dies instantly under the 
hand of a murderer, and for that sin is consigned 
to the flames of hell forever. The murderer, 
who has grown old in crime, whose heart is 
black with the guUt of years, and his hands 
crimsoned with innocent blood, repents upon the 
scaffold, and is taken to heaven ! And this mock- 
ery of all right, this perversion of all equity is 
called justice, — Divine Justice ! 

But if there be no change after death, as this 
terrible theory maintains, if men cannot repent, 
or repenting cannot find mercy, beyond the lim- 
its of the present life, will some one have the 
goodness to tell me wherefore ? The soul, I hope, 
does not wholly change its nature on passing 
the mysterious line that separates to us what we 
call time from what we call eternity. It will 
carry its reason, its moral sense, its religious 
needs, with it. Duties and responsibilities . will 
accompany it. It will still wear the image of 
God in which* it was originally created, and which 
cannot be destroyed. To be capable of punish- 
ment, let us remember, it must be capable of 
reformation. And God, I trust, is not to change 
as man enters the world of spirits. Why should 
he ? But if the theory I am considering be true, 
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and there is no change to man after death, God 
must of necessity change. His whole nature 
must be altered ; his whole govemmeut must 
undergo a transformation. Here God loves sin- 
ners and desii-es their salvation. There, it seems, 
he is to hute them and only seek their endless 
misery. Here God calls upon sinners to repent 
and forsake their sins. There he will forbid 
their repentance, or by a decree make sinning an 
eternal necessity. God is bo holy, according to 
this, that he will never be without objects which 
his holiness may hate, or so just that he must 
have victims on which to wreak his vengeance. 
To preserve sin in the universe he will defeat his 
own pui'poses, reverse his moral government, 
change m^n's liighest nature, and render nuga- 
tory the whole economy of his grace ! 

It must be plain to every thoughtful mind 
that if Chi-ist saves none except in this life, 
then his salvation thus far in the histoiy of the 
world must be acknowledged to be meagre, and 
hia mission may, mthout exti-avag'ancc, be pro- 
nounced a splendid failui'e. For reflect on the 
time of its preparation, sweeping over four thou- 
eaad years : consider the dignity of those engaged 
in the work, and the vast resources at their 
command : obser^'e the richness of the promise 
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as heralded by patriarch and prophet ; then mark 
the advent of the Son of Ood : follow him from 
Jordan to Calvary, and from the sepulchre to the 
right hand of Majesty on high ; and tell me if 
the extent of this salvation is to be measured by 
the limits of this world, and the few who have 
died in the faith of the Gospel? What is to 
become of the countless millions who lived and 
died before Christ was bom ? The great mass 
of those thronging generations of our race came 
into the world under the darkness of Paganism. 
They worshipped idols and passed into the realm 
of spirits without knowing God or hearing of a 
Saviour. Tell me what is to become of those 
numberless myriads of departed souls. Are they 
lost forever? Will our evangelical church an- 
swer this question ? It is no question of idle 
curiosity ; it is pregnant with importance, and it 
must be answered. But they are not all. Since 
Christ ascended into heaven more than eighteen 
centuries have passed away, and during all this 
lapse of time who can estimate the millions of 
ignorant, darkened, sinful Pagans who have 
entered the imseen world ? To-day only about 
one-third of the earth's population are even nomi- 
nally Christian. Six himdred millions of our 
fellow creatures now upon the globe never heard 
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the name of Christ. Twenty millions of this 
immense host die every year, and more than fifty 
thousand every day. What becomes of them ? 
Do they sink into hell forever t But look for a 
moment oven at Christendom. See what igno- 
rance, vice and irreligion blot and deform it. 
Multitudes living in Christendom do not even 
profess to be Christians, and others who do pro- 
fess to be 80, give few proofs that it is a spiritual 
power within them. Our best Clmstians, I some- 
times think, are but children following their great 
Master afar off, and copjing but badly his blessed 
examples. The divine work is indeed begun in 
many soids here, but we can entertain only low 
conceptions of what Christianity is and what it 
requires, if we do not feel that few or none of 
ihem are here perfected. Indeed, it is one of the 
evil fruits of our popular theologj-, that with all its 
shocking severities, it makes very slight attain- 
ments in the Christian life a passport to heaven^ 
and seems insensible of the greatness of the work, 
and the time necessary to accomplish it, of edu- 
cating a human eonl and raising it up to the 
fulness of the measure of a peifect mau in Christ 
Jesus! 

Blessed be God tliat we are not left to ask, What 
has become of these departed generations of our 
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race ? in vain ! Against the popular revolting 
theory the Bible brings its flood of light and 
truth. It exhibits a salvation in Christ Jesus as 
rich as the divine grace and as broad as the 
family of man. The gospel it reveals is no nar- 
row scheme of human ignorance and selfishness. 
It is as old as sin. It stretches as far as any child 
of Adam ever wandered, and it will endure as 
long as one sinner remains in the universe to be 
saved. 

God's plan is universal. In the garden of 
Eden the judgment pronounced upon the serpent 
embraced a glorious promise of ultimate universal 
victory to man. The seed of the woman was to 
bruise the serpent's head. To the patriarchs, 
also, came the promise that in their seed all the 
nations, families and kindreds of the earth should 
be blessed. In Christ we behold this victor and 
medium of blessing. Throughout the Old Tes- 
tament he appears as a universal Saviour. 

In the New Testament, Christ stands before us 
as the fulfilment of ancient prophecy and prom- 
ise. He is " the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world." He came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. He is, in one word, 
the Saviour of the world. He gave himself a ran-, 
som for all, and tasted death for every man ; and 
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Xie is yet to " see the travail of his soul and be 
«atisfied !" 

In the light of this great truth, we see at once 
Tvhat is to become of those millions who during 
these six thousand years have lived and died with- 
out Christ. He tasted death for them as he died 
for you and me. He is their ransom as he is 
ours. God will have them to be saved and come 
unto a knowledge of the truth ; because he " will 
have all meu" to do so, and they belong to our 
race and make a part of our family. That they 
lived before Christ came, and had already passed 
away from the earth, makes no difference ; they 
were embmced in the covenant of promise, and 
will yet share in the common blessing. 

Nor is this an idle fancy or a wild conjecture. 
It is a fact demanded by the goodness, and may 
I not say, by the very justice of God. If Christ's 
redeeming power does not reach those who have 
passed into the unseen world, how are we to 
maintain the divine impartiality T How can we 
pretend that he is good to all, and that his tender 
mercies are over aU his works? But further, 
will those who maintain this narrow scheme tell 
us what the Bible means when it declares that 
Christ died for all, and tasted death for ever}/ man. 
According to their theorj' he did not die for any 
15 
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of the heathen world who had passed away be- 
fore he came : they never heard of him, and he 

• 

knew that they were beyond the reach of the sal- 
vation of God. Neither conld he have died for 
the millions and miUions who since his advent, 
have lived and died in profoimd ignorance, that 
there had ever been a Saviour in the world, or 
there now was one in heaven. It is one of the 
strangest and most unreasonable conceits that 
ever yet entered the human mind, that the mo- 
ment the soul of man throws off its earthly 
tabernacle and enters the spiritual worlds and thus 
comes into the more immediate presence of God, 
Christ loses all power to redeem and lift it up. 
He can save souls encased in flesh and blood, but 
souls separated from their bodies are beyond his 
reach. The arm of omnipotence cannot save 
them there ! But why so ? Let some one an- 
swer, if there is any answer to be given. The 
soul is the same beyond the grave as it is here : 
God is the same yesterday, to-day and forever. 
The relations between the soul and God must 
remain the same. We speak of death as if it 
wrought great changes. We speak of the depart- 
ed as dead^ but let us remember that God is not 
the God of the dead but of the living, for all live 
unto him. In the sight of him who holds all 
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worlds and all beings in his hands, there are no 
dead. 

That Christ's saving power extends over the 
future world as well as the present, is not only 
in accordance with the reason and the necessity 
of things, and the general doctrines and implica- 
tions of the Scriptures, but is also clearly taught 
in many specific passages. Christ, as we have 
before seen, is uniformly represented as " the 
Saviour of the world," and as having given him- 
eelf " a ransom for all," and "tasted death for 
every man." So after his resm-rection he declared 
to his apostles that " all power in heaven and 
earth," that is, universal power had been given 
him. His kingdom extends over both worlds, 
and embraces what we call, the living and the 
dead. St. Paul declares that, " to this end, Christ 
both died, and rose, and revived, that he might 
be Lord both of the dead and Uving." C'hrist 
" is Lord of all." When God raised him from 
the dead he "set him at his o^vn right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all principalitj', 
and power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come : and hath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him to be head 
over aU things to the Church, which is his body. 
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the fulness of him who filleth all in all." This 
truth of the exaltation of Christ, and of his 
imlimited dominion, is expressed also by St. Peter, 
who tells us that he " is gone into heaven, and 
is on the right hand of God : angels, and author- 
ities and powers being made subject to him!" 
And if they are made subject to him, surely men, 
who are inferior to them, must be. Christ died 
and rose again that he might be Lord, i. e., gov- 
ernor and judge both of the living and the dead, 
of all human souls, without regard to time or 
place. The death of Christ is, in its inJluences 
and effects, retrospective as well as prospective. 
It belongs to the generations that have passed 
away, as well as the present, and those which 
are to come. And so St. Peter declares that God 
raised up Christ the third day, and commanded 
his apostles " to preach unto the people, and to 
testify that it is he who was ordained of God to 
be the judge of quick and dead." And by being 
judge^ we are not to imderstand that he was 
merely to sit in judgment on man, but rather in 
accordance with a familiar meaning of the word 
in the Scriptures, Christ is ordained of God a 
ruler ^ prince^ or governor^ both of the living and 
the dead. So in the ninety-sixth Psalm, all na- 
ture is called upon to rejoice before the Lord : 
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for he Cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth : 
he shall judge the world with iightcousness, 
and the people with his truth." This reign of 
Christ was to be in the highest degree beneficent 
and happy. Righteous and truthful in its own 
principles and laws, it was to make men so like- 
wise. It was to win them from the ivrong, and 
convert them lo the right, and lead them in the 
ways everlasting. It is in this sense that we are 
to understand St. Paul, for indeed he qiiotes the 
very words of this Psalm, when he says '* God 
hath appointed a day in the which he will judge 
the world in righteousness, by that man whom he 
hath ordained, whereof he hath given assiu'ance 
tinto all men, in that he hath raised him from the 
dead." Christ was the new lawgiver ordained 
of God. He was the heir of all things, and the 
governor or ruler of the moral world. Under 
this Christian dispensation God judges no man, 
but has committed all judgment unto the Son, 
that is, Christ is tlic Father's vicegerent ; lie has 
all power given hira in heaven and in earth ; his 
kingdom ndes over aU ; he gives laws and 
administers a moral government whose sole ten- 
dency, whose great glory is, that it promotes and 
setnires universal righteousness. In other words, 
as Christ is Lord of all, and the judge or gover- 
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nor of all, so he is reconciling all things to 
himself, bringing all together under one head 
and in one spirit, and thus uniting the hitherto 
discordant members of the great moral world. 
St. Paul tells us that God had made known the 
mystery of his will, " that in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times, he would gather together in 
one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth," or as it may be express- 
ed, " that he would briag together into one body, 
and unite all beiags under one Head, Christ." 
In another passage the apostle is still more 
explicit, for he includes not only tlungs in heaven 
and thiQgs on earth, but also and specifically, as 
if to leave no room for doubt or cavilling, things 
under the earth. He was speaking of Christ's 
great humility and obedience, through which he 
submitted to death, even the death of the Cross, 
and he adds, " Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name that is above 
every name, that in the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven and things 
in earth, and things under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father." Here 
the object of Christ's humihation and his glory 
is very clearly set forth. It is that all intelligent 
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moral beings in the universe, not only angels in 
heaven and men on eai-th, but departed souls, 
supposed to be in hades or the under world, should 
bow the knee in the name of Christ, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ ia 
Lord, to the glory of God the Tather. Herein 
consists the reconcihation of all things. AH 
moral creatures are to be united imdcr their great 
head and ruler Jesus Chiist. 

"Wo hear much, in the so-called evangelical 
world, of the time when Chi'ist shall descend 
from the mediatorial throne, and the work of 
salvation shall cease. Then there will remain 
no further mercy for sinners, and the whole 
economy of grace nill have come to an end. But 
have not these persons read the Scriptures ? St. 
Paid teaches distinctly that, " As in Adam aU die, 
even so in Christ shall all he made alive," Then 
he suggests the order in which this new life ia 
conferred. The end is to come when Chiist 
"shall have put down all rule, and all authority, 
and power," that is, all " powers adverse" to Christ 
and his kingdom. Death, the last enemy, is to 
be destroyed. The devil, also, who has the 
power of death, is to bo destroyed, and his works. 
Christ must reign till he has put all enemies under 
his feet, till he has subdued all things to himself. 
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But says the apostle in this universal subjection 
it is manifest that there is one exception : " He is 
excepted that did put all things under Christ." 
God alone is excepted. All other beings are put 
in subjection to him : and to show the nature of 
this subjection the apostle adds, using the same 
words, " When all things shall be subjected to him, 
[the Son,] then shall the Son himself be subjected 
to him that put all things under him, [i. e. God,] 
that God may be all in all." God sent forth his 
Son to be the Saviour of the world, and it is 
necessary for him to continue his work till this 
great object is attained. He cannot give up the 
kingdom till he has wrought out the will of God 
and finished his work in the salvation of the 
whole world. Hence he is always able to save 
as long as there is a sinner in the universe who 
needs salvation ; seeing he ever liveth to inter- 
pose, as Mediator between God and men, in their 
behalf. In the expressive words of Dr. Adam 
Clarke, I would say, " Thus we find that the sal- 
vation from sin here is as extensive and complete 
as the guilt and contamination of sin : death is 
conquered, hell disappointed, the devil confound- 
ed, and sin totally destroyed." 

It is to be observed that the apostle plainly 
suggests here the method by which this great 
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salvation is to be wrought out. As the end ia 
moral, so also are the means. It is not a work 
of mere power. The human will is to be 
brought into humble and reliant subjection t» 
the law of Chiist, and this cannot be done 
by mere omnipotence. Just before his cru- 
cifixion, and speaking: with dii'ect reference to 
the manner of his death, Christ said, " And I, if I 
be lifted up from the earth [upon the Cross] wUl 
draw all men unto me." This word draw expresses 
flie attiactive force of his religion. It has no 
rude violence, but it draws the soul by the sweet 
power of gentleness and love. Around the Cross 
of Christ gather all the moral forces of the uni- 
verse. There the divine love shines in its highest 
glory. Men would hardly die for the righteous, 
" but God commeudeth hia love toward us in that 
while we were yet simters Christ died for us !" 
" Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
will lay doivn his life for bis friends :" but Christ 
died for his enemies ! Contemplating the great 
love of God, the apostle exclaims, " He that 
Bpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
OS all, how shall he not with him also freely give 
tis all things?" 

No man comes to the Father except by Christ : 
and no one comes to Christ except the Father 
draw him. But thanks be to God, that Christ is 
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able to save to the uttermost all that come to God 
by him. Sinners, to be saved, must come to the 
Father by Christ. And this clearly expresses the 
notion that they must first feel a need of salva- 
tion, and then turn to Christ for the blessing 
vsrhich they seek. The prodigal son never arose 
to return to his father's house, till he became 
sensible of his poverty and his want. When he 
foimd himself plunged by his folly and sin into 
the deepest ruin, and perishing with himger, he 
came to himself and said, " I will arise and go to 
my father." And such is essentially the history 
of every sinful soul. We must feel our need 
before we shall seek relief. Christ and God are 
ever calling upon us, and beseeching us to return 
and be reconciled. The Good Shepherd is ever 
seeking his lost sheep, and he will not give over 
his search till he finds it, and briQg it back rejoic- 
ing. It matters not where it wanders. It matters 
not whether it is in this world or has passed into 
the next ; it cannot be beyond the reach of Him 
who is Lord both of the dead and the living. 
And there as here " repentance toward God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ" are essential to 
salvation. " Without holiness no man can see the 
, Lord ; " no one can enter into his kingdom and 
enjoy his peace. Spiritual regeneration, moral 
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purity, and conscious growth in knowledge and 
grace ; earnest effort for improvement, a pressing 
forward toward the max-k for the prize of onr 
high call in God, Christ Jesus ; these and the 
like Bpiiitual experiences and endeavors belong 
to all true Christian life. Nor can I even con- 
ceive of any salvation without them. Some, I 
know, Bpeak as if the resurrection from the dead 
was to accomplish this great work for the soul. 
Men die in iguorimce and sm, but they are to be 
raificd, graced with all the beauties of moral pcr- 
If ction ! They go into the grave a Nero or a 
Caligula, and rise a John or a Paul ! They leave' 
this world the worst of men, they enter the next 
angels ! 

Others may believe this scheme of ■' death and 
glory," but I cannot. It is one of the last hj^o- 
theses tbat could commend itself to either my 
intellect or my heart. It stands out of all har- 
mony with what we know both of ourselves and 
of God. It corresponds with nothing with wluch 
we are acquainted in the divine goAerameut, and 
shouild he regarded only as one of those hardy 
speculations that are sometimes indulged by good 
and thoughtful men, under the pressure of a 
tyrannous theory. The notion that sin and ita 
puuiiihmeut arc confined exclusively to this life* 
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is merely a reaction, the natural antagonism of 
the prevalent opinion that this life is only a state 
of probation, and that all moral change is impos- 
sible beyond it. Both spring from the same 
virtual negation of all the known laws and pro- 
cesses of the divine government, and both leap 
out though in opposite directions, from the same 
false ground, into a world of sheer conjecture. 
They would separate two worlds that are very 
nearly allied. " In my Father's house," said 
Jesus, " are many mansions." There are many 
mansions, yet but one house, and God the Father 
with his moral laws and his grace and love, is 
over all. In passing from this to another man- 
sion, we do not enter the domiQions of another 
ruler, nor cpme imder an entirely dilBFerent econo- 
my of the same ruler. Were it otherwise, of 
what use would be all our knowledge and expe- 
riences here in the present life ? 

The soul, I believe, will be as free in the world 
to come as it is here. It will have the same 
spiritual needs and be imder the same moral 
responsibilities, there as here. There, too, it will 
have the same God and the same Saviour. There 
it will, as here, be well with the righteous, and 
ill with the wicked. By repentance and faith 
wUl one there enter the kingdom of Christ, even 
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as lie does here. Entering that world will not, 
on the one hand, render repentance and faith 
impossible, as one class of errorists teach, nor on 
the other, will it make ^uch repentance and faith 
unnecessary and useless to the sinful as others 
maintain. The great moral law of the universe, 
" Thou shalt love the Loi'd thy God with all thy 
heart, and Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self," sweeps alike over all worlds and all moral 
beings. It is a universal and an ever living law. 
Man can never go beyond it, and the time shall 
never come when it will not rest vdth all its 
authority upon his* soul. Nor is there a place in 
the universe, nor a time in all eternity where and 
when man will not be required, and be able, to 
obey it. In that willing and cordial obedience 
alone to the law of love, can the soul find its 
true rest and peace. To that is Christ drawing 
us : and that universally attained, Christ will stand 
forth in fact as he now does in prophecy. The 
Saviour of the world. 

Note. — To those who listened to this discourse at Providence, 
R. L, it may be proper to say that, while the doctrine maintained 
is the same, the phraseology has been frequently changed to suit 
better the author's taste, or to make more clear his thoughts. 
Considerable portions of it were delivered extemporaneously, and 
in preparing it for the press, I prefer to write what I think I ought 
to have said, rather than confine myself to what I did say on that 
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At firet, it may excite some siirprise, perhaps, 
to find men appealing to the Scriptures, or any 
part of the Bible, in order to provCj or prop the 
creed of the sceptic or the unbeliever. Yet, this 
has sometimes been done. Volney and Voltaire 
both claimed that the philosophy of Solomon as 
broached in the Ecclesiastes, was very nearly 
identical with their own. Sceptical writers now 
are verj- ready to affirm the same thing. WTiat- 
ever his ideas concernmg a First Cause, or the 
beginning of the present order of things, he evi- 
dently had little or no faith, — as they claim, — in 
what men call the providence or moral govem- 
mcnt of God. Perhaps he recognized, in some 
sense, moral differences among mankind, but he 
saw no advantage which the righteous possess 
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over the wicked, and certainly scouted the idea 
that men are here rewarded or punished accord- 
ing to their deeds. According to what he has 
here written, the evil and the good of life are 
meted out to all alike. Sometimes the good man 
is cast down, and often the bad man prospered ; 
foUy gets exalted above wisdom, and death and 
the grave are the common doom and heritage 
both of men and beasts. 

It must be allowed that there are passages 
scattered through the Ecclesiastes which appear, 
at a hasty glance, to warrant this view. But cu- 
rious pieces of patch-work are frequently wrought 
out of Bible texts and passages, having no possi- 
ble connection with one another, are wrenched 
out of their places and trailed together to estab- 
lish doctrines of which the inspired writers had 
not so much as even heard ! Now, in music, we 
know that we cannot sing a tune correctly unless 
we start with the right key-note , and without the 
right key-note any volume, almost, we sit down 
to peruse, wUl prove misty or obscure. We want 
insight into a writer's aim, or plan ; to observe 
the object he proposes to accomplish, note the 
method which he pursues, and especially to mark 
the final conclusions in which, after all his inqui- 
ries and speculations his own mind is led to rest. 
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We may regard this volume of Ecclesiastes as 
the biography of Solomon's life. Not of his outer, 
but of his inner life. It details the strange and 
varied experiences through which he passed; 
tells us what he saw, and heard, and thought ; 
how the circle of life lay open to his view ; what 
he believed, what he doubted, and denied ; the 
mental struggles through which he passed, and 
the dark and tough problems that sometimes 
taxed and bewildered both his mind and heart. 
First — KNOWLEDGE was his pursuit. Knowledge 
of man, of the races of man, of their habits, cus- 
toms, institutions, and laws; knowledge of nature, 
and nature's laws ; and especially knowledge of 
this world into which men are sent to labor, aind 
Buffer, and die. But this could not quench the 
thirst of the wise man's heart. This could not 
solve for him the problem of life ; tell him froin 
whence he came, nor why he was here, nor what 
destiny awaited him when his earthly life should 
come to its close. Wisdom, mere speculative 
knowledge, could not giVe the rest which he 
sought. Next PLEASURE became the object of his 
pursuit. What profit in wisdom? the scomer 
asks. Who can excel the king ? What is life ? 
It is a mystery that nobody can clear up or ex- 
plain. Try as we will we cannot find out its ori- 

1 a 
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gin, its meaning or its end. But life is short ; 
let it be merry and gay. Let me build me dwell- 
ings, and plant me gardens and vineyards ; let 
music ravish my brain and heart, and whatever 
pleasure there is under the sun, let me taste it 
ere I die ! Swiftly the hours fly, and my joys 
run ^ven more swiftly than the hours. I will eat 
my bread with glee, drink my wine with a merry 
heart ; for time and chance happen to all alike, 
and there is nothing better for a man than to 
take the enjoyment of whatever he now has, and 
leave the future to care for itself. So he plung- 
ed into mirth, as a bather in the sea : but the 
thirst of his spirit was not yet quenched. Lastly, 
POWER became his ambition and strife. Power 
he acquired, and the glory of his reign eclipsed 
that of the former times. But there was a migh- 
tier Conqueror upon the earth than himself, and 
before the breath of his mouth he shook with 
fear. Death would cast him down from his 
throne, and the proudest king of that proud and 
' exclusive race, must himself be devoured by the 
.worms of the dust. Power was not, therefore, 
the real good of life ! What then is it, and 
wherefore do we live ? The mystery grew upon 
his soul. What are we ? And what is — God ? 
His mind was overshadowed with gloom. Doubts 
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sprung up within him. No man was worthy of 
honor or trust ; not a virtuous woman could be 
foimd upon the earth ; virtue and vice are but 
empty and unmeaning terms ; the Maker of the 
world is deaf, or dead, or indifferent to the affairs 
or conduct of men. Who knows that there is any 
God? Who knows that man has any pre-emi- 
nence over the beast, or that death is not an eter- 
nal sleep ? You have all heard of the poor sailor 
who knelt down upon the deck of a vessel, when 
a storm was raging at sea, and cried out, " Oh 
God, if there be any God, have mercy on my soul, 
if I've got any soul ! " This was very nearly Sol- 
omon's mood of mind, it would seem. And in 
these dark and gloomy hours he uttered the scep- 
tical thoughts and doubts which we find express- 
ed in different parts of this book. But we are 
not, therefore, to decide that these were the final 
and deliberate conclusions to which his mind 
came. That imbelief could not be wrenched 
from his soul as a tooth is torn from its socket, 
nor cut out as a cancer may be cut from the 
breast or face ; but it was at length out-grown, 
and utterly cast aside. A purer light dawned 
upon his mind before his earth-life came to its 
close. He came to himself, like the foolish prod- 
igal of whom Christ spoke. He came back to 
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God. In him he beheld not only a Creator, but 
a moral jruler and judge ; and he exhorted men 
in view of the judgments which God metes out 
to mankind, that they should fear God and ob^ 
Ms commandments. A vision of immortality, too, 
dawned upon his soul, and in the final summmg 
up of the book, when he would give us the con- 
clusion of the whole matter, he declares in the 
language of the text, " That the dust shall return 
to the earth as it was, and then the spirit shall 
return unto God who gave it." 

This text recognizes, as we all ordinarily do, 
the two-fold nature of man — body and soul, or 
flesh and spirit. Now they exist together, but 
death will put them asunder. Then the body 
shall return to the dust, and then the soul shall 
return unto God who gave it. 

I. The body shall return to dust. We nieed 
no proof of this. We know that we are mortal. 
Whatever our expectations or views of the future, 
whether we are looking forward with hope, or 
with fear, we are sure we caonot aonul this stem 
decree. Death cannot be bribed with gold. No 
coat of mail will shield us from his poisoned dart. 
We may sprinkle blood upon our dwellings, or 
gates, but the avenging angel will not pass us by. 
And when that summons comes, despite all our 
pleadings, or the prayers or tears of kindred and 
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friends, he will bear us down to his dark and 
peopled reabn. Such is the fate — such the end 
of this body about which we care so much — 
of which we are sometimes so proud ! it is but 
dust — it returns back to dust, and ia as it was 
before ever it was fitted up for our temporary 
liome or use. 

Some men say No ! It sleeps ! The body 
sleeps, waiting for the great rising day. The 
good man dies, and his soul ascends to paradise ; 
his body reposes in the grave. By and by, when 
thousands of years shall have expired, and the 
great tnunp of God shall sound, the soul will 
come back from its heavenly abode ; the body 
will awake from its long slumber in the tomb, 
and reunited both ■will ascend to the eternal man- 
sions of rest. The wicked man dies ; his body is 
cast into the grave ; his disembodied spirit is 
doomed to a world of woe. By and by. when 
ages have past away, and time shall end, the 
poor and tortured spirit will come forth from its 
abode of darkness and pain ; the body will be 
raised from the gi-ave, and reunited, body and 
Boul AviU be consigned to the fiery gulf, to go no 
more out forever ! But the body does not sleep 
in the tomb. Open now a grave, dug two hun- 
dred years ago. Look therein. What see yoa ? 
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A body ? No. A bone ? No. A muscle or a 
nerve ? Nothing but dust. The body committed 
to that grave has akeady mouldered back to dust. 
Through what changes it has already passed, who 
can teU ? The blood that ran in the heart of Paul, 
or John, or Judas even, may boimd in your veins 
to-day. We inherit not only the wisdom, the 
thoughts, the institutions, the laws, the discoveries 
of ^ those who have gone before us, but in this 
sense we inherit the bodies of those who have 
passed on to a higher state, as others shall in- 
herit ours when we lose our place upon earth, 
and enter upon the immortal life. The body is 
not spiritual : " Flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God." " There is a natural body, 
and there is a spiritual body ; " there are terres- 
trial bodies, and bodies celestial ; and it is plain- 
ly the doctrine of the Scriptures that God gives 
to every spirit when this earthly tabernacle is dis- 
solved, a new and spiritual body, glorious, incor- 
ruptible, and that can never experience pain, nor 
sickness, nor death. The bodies we now wear 
do not sleep in the tomb, but are broken in 
pieces when the soul goes up to its higher state ; 
they decay, they, rot, and you might as well sup- 
pose that a butterfly would take on again its cat- 
erpillar form, or that a bird could be crowded 
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back into the egg from which it has emerged, as 
to suppose that the advanced and glorified spirit 
will ever come back to be united by a new mar- 
riage-bond to this out-worn body of flesh. 

II. But the greatest interest clusters around 
the soul. What is. its destiny, or its end? The 
wise man answers in the text, it " returns to God 
who gave it." Beyond this he does not speak. 
The doctrine of immortality had not then been 
clearly revealed. Christ had not arisen from the 
dead, " bringing life and immortality to light." 
And all which Solomon can tell us of the destiny 
of the soul must be gathered from this one decla- 
ration — it returns to God who gave it. 

There is a class of men who say, No ! The 
soul like the body at death ceases to exist. The 
mind is the product of organization, and when 
the organization is destroyed, the mind must go 
with it ; and this idea of heaven, this notion of a 
future life, is but a priest's invention, or a 
woman's whim. Now these sceptical gentlemen 
are very wont to complain of the dogmatism of 
the pulpit, but I know of no class of men more 
dogmatic than themselves. They talk as if they 
were very familiar with death, and could tell us 
precisely what it is, and precisely what it does. 
But what is the amoimt of th^ir actual knowledge 
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in the case ? A man walks from the church this 
morning into the street, and by some stroke of 
lightning, some blow upon the head, some disease 
of the heart, instantly drops in death. What can 
the sceptic tell us out of his own knowledge, about 
the condition or destiny of that man ? We all 
know that he has ceased to breathe. We all 
know that life has fled from his outward, physical 
frame. But where is the man ? Where is his 
mind ? The sceptic cannot tell. If he believes 
in a God, he denies the possibility of any revela- 
tion from God. He only knows, therefore, what 
we all imderstand, (and that is very little and very 
meagre indeed,) that the man has ceased to 
breathe. Whatever his conjectures — whatever 
his theories, he cannot say, "I know that the 
mind perishes with the body — I know thgi this 
man cannot live again." 

Besides, this theory which affirms that the mind 
is the result of organization, or is produced by it, 
is mere theory after all ; for what organizes mat- 
ter ? From whence comes motion % Matter, of 
itself, is inert, dead. This Bible which lays upon 
the desk, cannot move itself. It is material. 
This church in which we are met, cannot take to 
itself wings and fly away. It is material. But 
we find matter in motion. The planets revolve 
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djcound the sun. And since matter cannot move 
itself, will these gentlemen tell us from whence 
this, power, that moves and guides them as they 
roll? Again, intelligence is not a property of 
matter. Matter has no intellect, else the whole 
physical universe must be regarded as endowed 
with it, even in the minutest part, and rivers and 
rocks can think, and will ; can remember, and 
hope, and fear. Matter cannot impart what it 
does not itself possess, nor can it produce what is 
superior to itself. The mind is superior to mat- 
ter ; can control its forces and guide its elements 
by its will. The mind is capable of improvement, 
but the forces of nature are not. The mind, 
therefore, is proven to be superior to matter, and 
hence cannot be its mere effect or result. We 
must look for its origin in God. It is a ray from 
the Central Sun, and when the body drops, it re- 
turns to him, its great Original, its ever-present 
Guide, its everlasting End. This is the doctrine 
of Revelation, and in this only can we rest. 

I have thus far aimed to show that the sceptic 
cannot disprove the doctrine of a future life, and 
that no man is able to aflirm that the mind per- 
ishes with the body, or inherits the same grave. 
As Christian believers, we build our hope of the 
resurrection of the dead upon the resurrection of 
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Christ. In our belief, he has arisen victorious 
from the grave, and become the first fruits of 
them that slept. I know that on this point there 
are those who doubt. They do not believe in the 
resurrection of Jesus. That would imply a mira- 
cle, and they do not believe in miracles. They 
cannot admit that a man once dead could ever be 
raised from the dead, or restored to life. I can 
only dwell on this point for a moment, but will 
mention one consideration which would seem to 
remove the main difficulty in the case. This 
book which is placed upon this desk is called the 
Bible. It professes to give the origin of the 
world, and of this human race to which we be- 
long. Now you may give what credit you please 
to this narration of the Old-Testament Scriptures. 
You may say that Moses wrote the Pentateuch, 
or that he did not. You may say that the world 
has existed five, or fifty, or an hundred thousand 
years, if you please. You may say that the hu- 
man race did not spring from one pak, as Moses 
has commonly been understood to affirm. You 
may have four or forty families from which 
earth has been peopled. But there was a 
commencment some where. There was cer- 
tainly a beginning. The first dwellers upon 
earth were not born into the world as we are. 
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They were not produced like trees or plants. 
They were not developed from lower races as some 
very zealously maintain, who ai'e engaged in 
"h iinHn g up their ancestors among the monkeys 
or orang-outangs, or creeping things of the earth. 
From whence then, the human race 1 The ques- 
tion returns : By what power were they produced? 
There is but one answer to this'queation — the 
POWER OF God. There must have been a distinct 
creative act — a direct exercise of supernatural 
power, and in no other way is it possible for us 
to account for the commencement of the human 
race. This we ai-e forced to admit, and admitting 
this, all objections to miracles as incredible, or 
impossible things, are in a moment swept away. 
The power which created the first man, or the 
first men, certainly could raise Jesus from the 
dead. The event was possible. And to our 
minds that he did arise — that he showed himself 
alive after his passion, eatuig and di'inking in the 
presence of his disciples, exhibiting his wounded 
hands and side, is proven by testimony that can- 
not be gainsayed ; by the testimony of honest and 
competent men, who had no worldly ends to gain ! 
who gave up home, kiudi'cd and all that made 
life precious and sweet, to proclaim that gi'eat 
fact ; who enduied persecution and contempt. 
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and finally, sealed their testimony with their 
blood. 

For ourselves, we accept the testimony which 
they have given — and believe in the risen and 
ascended Christ ; and we rest upon him our faith 
in the resurrection of mankind. " For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive." 

The soul shall return to God, but for what end ? 
Men tell us sometimes that we shall return to God, 
but only as rivers run back into the sea. That 
as persons or individuals we shall cease to exist. 
The soul will be swallowed up in God forever ! 
But from this we entirely dissent. If this he true 5 
there will be no resurrection, and our life will 
cease to exist at the hour of death. If this be 
true, there is no heaven, and for us no common 
and everlasting home! We think to-day, per- 
haps, of those of whom we have met, in the years 
that have fled aWay, on occasions like this ; or 
memory runs farther back, and calls up the forms 
of other vanished and beloved ones. We think 
of fathers, mothers, companions, and children, 
who have been called away, and we anticipate, 
even when our cheeks are wet with tears, a final, 
a happy and an eternal reunion in the other and 
fairer mansions of God's house. We shall greet 
them again, we say in that world where the ago- 
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ny of separation shall be forgotten, and parting 
be no more known. Wbere tears shall be wiped 
fi-om ever)' eye, and God be all in all. 

And this is not an iUasion ; not simply a glori- 
ous dream. We are to live hereafter, and for- 
ever. This is the promise ; not that we are to 
be absorbed in God ; not that we aie to be blot- 
.ted from existence, while new beings or souls 
are to be called into life, upon whom the gift of 
immortaUty will be conferred. We who die in 
Adam shall be made alive in Christ. We who 
now bear the image of the earthly man shall be 
crowned \vith the radiant glory of the heavenly. 
We who groan in this bondage of corruption 
shall be delivered into the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God, It will be our resurrection, oua 
immortality, and oor eternal life. "We shall 
know that we have lived, and remember the ex- 
periences through which we have passed ; the 
victories we have won, and the failiu-es we have 
made ; the joys and sorrows we have tasted ; the 
fiends and kindred we have known and loved ; 
for no ti'ausformation can destroy the memory or 
the affections ; and no increase in wisdom or holi- 
ness can blot out the remembrance of our former 
life. Nothing short of this can make heaven an 
object of holiest desire, and the fulness of per- 
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fected bliss. And nothing short of this hope can 
strengthen us for the ills and calamities which 
we are here called to meet, or impart resignation 
when sorrows pierce the soul, and we are over, 
whelmed with agony and grief. 

The spirit shall return to God. This is not 
afiirmed of any one part or class of mankind, but 
of all. All souls will return to him. From, him 
all came ; by him all are upheld and directed ; 
and in him all must find their ultimate end and 
bliss. The wise and the ignorant, the rich and 
the poor, the good and the evil, all go back to 
God. But for what end? For discipline, for 
purification, for improvement, for redemption, 
and f6i endless advancement in the love and ser- 
vice of God. We cannot circumscribe God*s 
grace, nor limit his efforts for the salvation of the 
erring and sinful to this brief and fleeting life. 
It cannot be under the government of a wise and 
gracious God, that a man's eternal destiny de- 
pends on a single instant of time ! That one, 
whose whole life has been black with lust and 
crime, by an act of repentance, in the very agony 
of the death-strife perhaps, can escape from all 
the consequences of his evil deeds, and secure a 
crown in heaven, while another, whose life has 
been spotless and pure, but who, in some passing 
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temptation, falls into sin, and is immediately call- 
ed away from earth, for that one transgression be 
consigned to an eternal heU. It cannot be that 
a child wliich has committed but one sin, but who 
leaves the world in that impenitent state, shall 
be doomed to suffer world without end I We 
know of no authority in the Scriptures for the 
position that a man's moral condition is imaltera- 
bly fixed at death. Nor can the defenders of 
that- doctrine cite us to the passages in which it 
is set forth. But in regard to the future condi- 
tion of men, let me here say, that one of three 
propositions must be true. Upon the ground, I 
mean of com-se, that all men are to live hereafter. 

1. God will place men, at death, where they 
will remain precisely as they now are ; just as 
wise and just as ignorant ; just as sinful and just 
as righteous, forevermore. 2. God will place 
men at death where the good will progress in 
good, and the evil in evil ; the holy growing more 
holy, and the wicked growing more wicked, for- 
ever. 3. God will place men in circumstances, 
where, by the influences of his spirit and grace, 
all souls shall be reconciled to his will, and so 
ci"owncd ivith eternal life. And out of these 
ttiree, who can hesitate to decide which most 
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accord with our conceptions of the spirit and 
character of God. The first, — it inay be con- 
fidently said, — ^nobodybelieves. The secoiidcoyers 
the ground more generally maintained by theolo- 
gians of the orthodox school. But is it not 
impossible, in the first place, to maintain any 
such distinction as this theology here sets up ? 
Who are the good ? And who are the evil ? 
Can you walk through this Church thus marking, 
and divide them into two classes, calling one 
the wise and the other the ignorant, placing the 
wisfe upon the right hand, and the ignorant upon 
the left ? Can you separate the small from the 
great? Men's characters are mixed. None are 
entirely holy. None are entirely sinful. If we 
could this moment look in upon the hearts of this 
people with the very eye of God, we could not 
say " these are perfectly pure," and " these are 
perfectly vile." Converted men have their faults. 
Look at the biographies recorded in the inspired 
Book. Look at Noah, or Lot, or David ; look at 
Peter and Paul, and tell me were they not some- 
times erring and sinful men ? And in the light 
of this theology, when death comes and the dust 
returns to dust, and the spirit returns to God, 
what will become of the little evU that still clings 
to the righteous man % or what will become of 
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the good that still lingers in the most sinful heart ? 
If there ia really no change after death, it is 
certain that no man will be saved — for no man, 
Christ alone excepted, ever left this world per- 
fectly meet for heaven. 

I was riding in the cars, a few days since near 
the city where I now reside, and conversing with 
a gentleman of another faith. He alluded to a 
man who, that afternoon, was to be himg ; a 
hai'dened and seemingly abandoned man. " And 
, where will he be to-night 1" he inqnired. " I 
cannot say where,'' was my reply, " the Scriptures 
testify that when the dust returns to the dust, the 
soul shall retiun to God, and I can give no better 
answer than that." " But what doom will God 
pronounce upon his soul ?" " No doom inconsis- 
tent with perfect and mfinite love." " God loves 
that poor man now," I continued, " and will he 
not love him to-morrow as well as to-day, one hour 
alter death as much as one hour before, in the 
world to come, as certainly and as fervently as in 
the world tliat now is V " "Why, yes, yes ; it seems 
that he must," " Let us look again, sir. Where- 
ever that man shall be to-night or to-mon-ow, the 
love of God will be pressmg upon him, and God 
will say to him, Thou shalt love rae with iill thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
! 17 
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mind, will he not ?" " I cannot deny it." " And 
if this be allowed, must it not be granted that 
repentance and obedience are possible even to that 
wretched man?" " So it would seem. Possible^ 
perhaps, but where is the proof that he will 
repent and return to God ?" " I have shown you, 
first, that the difficulties which, in your judgment 
render it impossible that that xnan should be 
saved, can easily be put out of the way, and for 
my last answer for the proof of the ultimate 
reconciliation of all souls, I rely upon a " thus . 
saith the Lord." And this is our answer to all 
who seek to know the grounds of our faith in the 
final holiness and consequent happiness of all 
men. It is not with us simply, a bright and 
cheering hope upon a point where the Scriptures 
give no clear or satisfactory light. It is not a 
mere philosophical speculation. Our faith is 
built upon the promises of God. The testimony 
of the Scriptures is that all shall be 'made alive 
in Christ, that all shall be chUdren of God, being 
children of the resurrection ; that Christ having 
been lifted up from the earth, shall draw all men 
unto him, and that in the final consummation of 
Messiah's reign, God shall be all in all. We 
do not affirm that sin inheres in the body, and 
must perish with it. It requires something more 
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tiian a halter or a pistol shot to saTC the soul. 
We do not affirm that the vile and polluted are 
in an instant of time, washed from their iniqui- 
ties, or translated into saints the moment they 
quit these mortal shores. We do not deny that 
this life wiU and must have a moral influence 
upon the next. For myself, I believe that the 
spirit passing from this world, will enter upon 
that condition for which it is prepared by its 
earthly life. The future state must be one of 
• progi'ess, where the powers we now possess shall 
be more fully and freely developed, and where our 
knowledge and hap]»iness will forevcrmore in- 
crease. Death will remove the evil from the mind, 
80 that we shall see more of the wisdom and per- 
fectness of God's law, more of the blessedness 
which must flow from obedience to his will, and 
where we shall perceive more fully, and feel more 
deeply than here, the evil and misery flowing from 
transgression and sin. Death will destroy the 
body, and the temptations that spring from that ; 
but God, by the spirit of his truth, and the power 
of his love, must enlighten and purify and attract 
tiie soul, and prepare it for its upward and ever- 
lasting career. Jlis omi word declares the final 
resiUt, and we are able to rejoice with joy 
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unspeakable and full of glory, in view of that 
great and blessed consummation. 

Inspired with this hope let us begin our heaven 
HERE, and enter now upon that life to which we 
can assign no limit or end. Amen. 




JEsrs was returning from his first public visit 
to Jerusalem. Instead of the usual route by 
Jericho, and the valley of the Jordan, " he must 
needs go through Samaria." This was the an- 
cient and direct road into Galilee ; but the former 
was travelled by the Jews because of their hatred 
of the Samaritans. 

Having wound his way among the steep and 
rugged hills which fell to the lot of Benjamin, he 
came to the beautiful plain before Sychar, " near 
to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his 
Bon Joseph." Then by the side of Jacob's well, 
behig wearied with his journey, he sat down at 
mid-day to rest, and sent his disciples into the 
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city to buy food. It was not proper that he 
should enter the city unannounced or uninvited, 
but remain outside the gate. No scheik or chief 
of a tribe or party would so demean himself, but 
wait to receive a formal salutation and request to 
enter and abide in the city. Hence we read of 
" passing by," instead of through their cities. 

While reposing tliere alone, and meditating 
upon the grand and solemn scenery about him, so 
full of stirring memories, a woman from the city, 
came with her pitcher and small cord to draw 
water. Then followed the interesting conversa- 
tion in which Jesus explained the purpose and 
principles of his religion, and applied them with 
touching aptness to her and her nation and his 
own, asserting that the hour was coming^ when 
they should neither iu moimt Gerizim which rose 
in proud sublimity before them, nor yet at Jeru- 
salem, worship the Father, but that the time had 
already come^ when the true worshippers should 
worship him in spirit and iu truth. Upon this his 
disciples came and marvelled that he talked with 
the woman. Yet none asked him why. 

The woman returned to the city, and the dis- 
ciples desired the Master to eat of the food they 
had obtained. He was still absorbed in the con- 
templation of his great work, now more strongly 
marked than ever, iuasmuch as his lessons had 
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reached the heart of a Samaritan, and was doing 
work there. This success inspired him with a 
profounder connction of the high object of his 
mission, and he forgot the usual processes by 
which the laws of nature operate in their demands 
upon tlie children of earth. When asked to eat, 
he told his disciples he had meat to eat that they 
knew not of. ^Tien they maiTclled how he had 
obtained it, he explained that it was " his meat to 
do the will of him that sent hira, and to finish his 
work." Then follows the text — "Say not ye, 
There are four months, and then cometh harvest? 
Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields ; for they are white ab-eady to 
harvest." His soul was so intensely absorbed in the 
spirit and power of the tnith he had been sent on 
earth to teach — that for him time lost its mea- 
sure, and he rushed forward in anticipation of 
his work, and forgot the means of working in die 
persuasion of its certain and glorious triumph. 

He used these words, no doubt, figuratively, 
and in reference to the great and speedy success 
indicated by tlie incident before narrated. A Sa- 
maritan — one of a uation at enmity with his own, 
|l had been converted by the truth he taught, and 
was ready to accept him as the Messius promised 
to the nations. Already she had told her story ; 
and multitudes were rushing out of the city to 
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hear the testimony of this wonderful man who 
"told her all she ever did." Many, no doubt, 
were women, who, clad in the costume of the 
country, with light white shawls thrown over 
their heads, and flowing down upon their arms 
and shoulders, called forth the remark, as he 
pointed towards them, " Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields ; they are white already to har- 
vest." The world has need of my religion. Al- 
ready has the seed I have sown, matured. Mul- 
titudes of these Samaritans are coming to learn 
the truth. Our time for working has come. The 
prophecy is fulfilled. The reapers have overtak- 
en the sowers. The work and the reward are 
for both. Henceforth let both work and rejoice 
together. 

Jesus meant to signify that the work of regen- 
eration had begun. The time of the reformation 
had come. They should wait no longer, nor limit 
their labors to their own nation. The world had 
need of the Gospel. It was white already to har- 
vest. They need not say, " there are four months 
and then Cometh harvest," and so desist from their 
labors when there was such readiness to receive 
the truth. 

Let us improve the subject, my brethren, in 
some of its suggestions to ourselves. 

h lEvery nian is sent into this world for some 
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purpose — to do some work — to perform some 
duty. The mission of each is distiactive, positive, 
imperative. None arc exempt from labor where 
there is a common interest. Each is to inquire 
for himself, and all are to work together. The 
cause embraces the good of all. Not one can re- 
fuse compliance, but at Ms peril. No excuse 
will be accepted. No apology need be given. 
With what force he has, he must use his opportu- 
nity, employ his talent, and not aay, " there are 
four months and then cometh the harvest." 

2. Every man enters a field where others have 
labored, in some sort, to prepare for his coming. 
No man in science, ait, or religion, strikes out a 
new path into wilderness lands to fell the forests, 
and break up the fallow groimd, go where he will 
he finds others have been there before him. The 
sward has been broken up. The seed has been 
sown. The grain is far advanced, ripe and white 
to harvest, or else mainly in need of cultivation. 

The Christian has no need to go back and lay 
again foundation principles. It would be but a 
repetition of what has been done already. He is 
to accept the gift already bestowed, aud build 
upon the foundation already laid, broad and deep, 
and sure. lie is to help construct the true temple 
of the T^ord for the indwelling of hie Holy Spirit, 

e is comnjanded to " go on unto perfection ;" 
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to allow no diversion from the main object of his 
mission, that the work of the Lord may prosper 
in his hands. 

Children and new converts make sad mistakes 
when they refuse the testimony of their 
seniors and go back to leaxn and live over what 
has been done for them, and is furnished to their 
hands, as if every machinist should refuse all 
discovery — all improvement, and plod over again 
the long routine by which the arts have been 
brought forward to their present stage of perfec- 
tion. In morals and religion too many are imwill- 
ing to accept the experiences of others — to take 
the great questions of ethics and theology, and 
bring out their solutions in the demonstration of 
the spirit and power. Each would break up 
his own groimd — sow his own seed — make his 
own experiment — test his own capacity, even if 
it proved a failure, where ten thousand have failed 
before him, and then, in his dismay, set about 
the construction of the new out of the mingled 
mass of fragments thrown up from every wreck 
which has been dashed and broken on the dan- 
gerous coast of bald, but imsuccessful experiment 
How much wiser, how much better, to accept 
what patient thought and industry have produced, 
already for use, and not seek the pride of novelty 
in what is done, undertaken or desired. 
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3. The great success m working depends much, 
if not wholly, upon the manner of working, the 
proper adaptation — the times, means, and their 
fitness. A man should not plow in harvest, nor 
sow in summer. The day of discovery and 
invention is well nigh past. Improvement and 
progress are the watchwords of to-day. The 
marvellous men who served their time well, with 
true regard to their adaptations to the wants of 
the world, and then passed away, ai-e more to he 
honored, though imitated at least, in their pecu- 
liar way of working. There is no room for a 
Gallileo now: the heavens are mapped out, and the 
stars become playthings for our children. Anoth- 
er Columbus cannot hve ; for there are no 
more continents to be discovered. Klaproth and 
Leibnitz, Vranklin and Fulton, would be ashamed 
to know how familiar school-boys ai'e with what 
puzzled them so much, and would glory most 
that they tried to know what is now so easily 
explained. Luther and Calvin, Aricus and Arme- 
nius, would make small advance with their 
theologies and institutes even among those who 
delight to be called by their names. TTie world 
has no longer need of such men. Their work 
was done, and wcU done. All honor to the 
many other noble names? They labored, and 
others have entered into their labora. Ilowarda 
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and Oberlins, and Florence Nightingales, are 
now demanded. There is work for them still in 
the earth, — much work of that sort which needs 
to be done by somebody. 

Here, let me observe, that Christ and his relig- 
ion are for all time, and for all people. The 
world needs no other Saviour ; the soul no other 
religion. Jesus is the same yesterday, to-day 
and forever. His religion does not change. It 
needs no improvement. It shows us the Father, 
teaches us our duty, and reveals the destiny of 
the race. The wisdom of man cannot enhance 
its value ; the discoveries of science deter its im- 
perfection; the pride and folly of the world 
diminish its power, or prevent its final triumph. 
There is 'in it no deficiency demanding a new 
resolution, no redimdancy requiring the choice of 
human discretion. It is sufficient imto all things, 
adequate to every want, gracious in every ex- 
tremity, and bears the crown of eternal life to .all 
who will receive it. None need say " there are 
four months and then cometh harvest." The 
gospel is a perfect system. It needs no growth — 
no addition, no improvement. It embraces all 
truth — rejects none. It is itself the truth, the 
Ught and the life of men. Whoever adopts it,, 
loves it ; lives in it, is saved. For him the fields 
are already white to harvest. He plies the 
sickle, and reaps his reward. 
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4. Much evil results from inattention tp tlie 
proper time and means of working. The world 
has its ways of working. ITie forces of habit 
are sti'ong. The customs of sociid life are not 
easily resisted or changed. Its demands are 
pressing, imperious. All votaries of pride and 
pleasure ai-e hovering ou the borders of a mael- 
strom, doi\Ti whose feaiful vortex they are liable 
every moment to be di'awu. The warning is 
given. The voice of love calls with anxious 
solicitude. The answer is returned, Are there 
not four months, and then cometh the hai'vest] 
It is needless to heed these things now. There 
ifl time enough yet. We intend to do it. It 
ought to be done. "When the harvest is come 
we will see to it, and gather in the fruits in due 
time. 

Perhaps in nothing are the evils of procras- 
tination 80 great and obvious as in religion. An 
Apostle says, " We ought to give the more ear- 
nest heed to those things which we have heaid, 
lest at any time we let them slip." The demands 
of religion are present, and constant, and eternal. 

" Now is tjie accepted time ; now is the day of 
salvation." " To-day, while it is called to-day, 
if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 
as in the provocation." Our only time is now. 
We have no other ; we never shall have. For 
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US tbere is no future. All time is divisible into 
hours, minutes, seconds, instants, and is dealt out 
to us in this inconceivably small — infinitisimal 
proportions. And so far as we have, or can have, 
any idea of eternity, it will be in the same way, 
and still less perceptibly. Strange any man 
should boast himself of to-morrow, and say " go 
to now, to-day or to-morrow we will go into such 
a city and buy and sell and get gain. Whereas 
you know not what shall be on the morrow." 
Hence Jesus advised wisely when he said, " Take 
no thought for the morrow — it shall take thought 
for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day 
is the evil thereof." 

Christianity is an immediate work. It is espe- 
cially so in that form of it which we, my breth- 
ren, accept as peculiar and characteristic in our 
denomination. We accept Jesus as Immanuel — 
God with us. We believe his kingdom is in 
the earth ; that for judgment he came into this 
world. Our system admits no excuse, suggests 
no apology for any present neglect of duty, in 
hope of supplying deficiences hereafter. We 
cannot say — " There are four months and then 
Cometh the harvest." Eeligion must be cherish- 
ed, cultivated, loved, obeyed, practiced, as a pres- 
ent principle, a new element of moral or spiritual 
life, breathed into the soul by the Holy Com- 
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forter, the spirit of truth. It must live in us a 
■vital quality, a new power, conti-olllng the affec- 
tions, guiding the life, inspiring new desii'es, and 
brighter, better, holier hopes. 

We have abandoned the refuge of lies, rejected 
the agreement with sin, and cannot now shelter 
ourselves imder the promise of future compli- 
ance. The considerations of another time — of 
another world, in which to prepare for, and do 
our duty, will not answer the demands of our 
faith. " The fields ax'e white aU'eady to har- 
vest." We must not expect " a more convenient 
season," a more favorable ojiportimity to do our 
work. Old ideas are passing away. Former 
creeds are breaking up ; they cannot remain — 
cannot endure the light of tnith. Men's minds 
are set at libei-ty — free from traditionary opin- 
ions — but without the spuit of Christ, soon to 
be enslaved in a viler bondage — to be plunged 
into the depths of darker errors. Let those who 
have the light stand forth and so manifest the 
power and blessedness of true piety by their 
excellent conduct, that others seeing their good 
works, may glorify their Father in heaven. 

The occasion, my brethren and sisters, invites 
US to bear testimony to each other and before 
the world, of the great value of truth in its ap- 
plication to the wants of the soul in the present 
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hour, and in all time. Will we heed the loving — 
the dying request of our gracious Redeemer, who 
bade us " Do this in remembrance of him," — 
eat his flesh and drink his blood, as set forth in 
the emblems he selected for that purpose ? Or 
will we say " There are four months and then 
Cometh harvest?" Ah, base and treacherous 
heart ! How cold, how careless are thy affec- 
tions ! How indifferent, how wickedly ungrateful 
to defer so long what thy best friend hath made 
thy present duty ! 

Let us take these suggestions to our hearts. 
The spirit is striving for an utterance. The love 
of Christ is pleading for acceptance. The world 
needs its Saviour. Are there not some duties 
neglected, some sins still clinging to the soul? 
Have we not neglected — are we not neglect- 
ing — some right things we ought to do, which 
we intend to do ; waiting for four months to 
pass and then cometh harvest? We do not 
do so — cannot do so, — in worldly matters, and 
prosper. Why then expect it in religion? 
False, delusive hope ! God save us from the sin 
of indifference, and make us active in every good 
word and work. May we work while the day 
lasts, ere the night cometh wherein no work can 
be dcn3. Let us gather in the fruits of holiness, 
the end of which is eternal life. 



